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Planning for mission in the next decade 


‘Mission is not just on the agenda, it is 
the agenda,’ someone said at a consul- 
tation day on a missionary strategy for 
the Diocese of Oxford in the next 
decade. 

Sixty key people from the Diocese, 
both -lay and clergy and including the 
bishops, archdeacons and senior staff, 
gathered at Green Park near Aylesbury 
at the invitation of the Bishop of 
Oxford. 

In his address of welcome Bishop 
Richard said that the day was part of 
an ongoing consultation process 
about sharing in the mission of God. 
‘We don’t want just to dream dreams,’ 
the Bishop said but to consider what is 
‘really achievable in the Diocese in the 
next ten years’. 


‘What would the Diocese of Oxford 
and its churches look like if, for the 
next ten years, bishops, clergy, lay peo- 
ple, synods, boards and councils and 
all budget decisions were made from a 
wholly missionary (rather than main- 
tenance) perspective?’ Those attending 
were asked to consider this question 
in the light of the Diocese’s Vision and 
Priorities Statement drawn up in 1992. 

Summarising the responses, the 
Bishop of Buckingham, Mike Hill, said 
there were five major areas of agree- 
ment The Church of tomorrow should 
reflect the concern of God for the 
whole world. It would be outward- 
looking and inclusive but would also 
take seriously the need to equip 
church members to be disciples. 


Collaboration and the participation of 
the whole body of Christ would be 
taken seriously by the Church of 
tomorrow which would also have a 
more flexible attitude towards its 
structures. 

The day was coordinated by 
Rosemary Tucker of USPG. Much of it 
was spent in brain-storming groups. 
From them came a spectrum of ideas 
covering everything from prayer to 
clergy training and new definitions of 
community. People dreamed dreams. 
But there was also sense of realism 
and excitement at the start of a con- 
sultation process as the Diocese 
prepares to move from maintenance 
to mission. 

Christine Zwart 


No 

time 

for 

God? 

An exclusive survey for The 
DOOR on church-going 
reveals that people are ‘too 
busy’ to attend church 

People don’t go to church on 
Sundays because they are too busy. 
Even 37% of churchgoers give this 
as the chief reason for not going 
regularly. This was just one finding 
of The DOOR’s survey which set out 
to find out why so few of those who 
claim some kind of allegiance to the 
Church of England don’t attend 
church. Another message that came 
through loud and clear was that a 
third of those questioned are not 
interested in the Church because 
they think it is irrelevant. But it is 
not all bad news. People were drawn 
to the idea of a new start even 
though they didn’t associate it with 
going to church. 

Full survey report on pages 10 and 11 



Goring reaps reward for green churchyard 


Broomrape and cinnabar moths are just some of the 1 1 3 different 
species of wildlife found in the churchyard of St Thomas of Canterbury 
in Goring, Oxfordshire. On April 1 7 it was one of 30 projects to be 
presented with a Living Churchyard and Cemetery Project (LCCP) 
award by the Bishop of Dorchester at a ceremony in Benson Church 
Hall. Since 1 995 the Diocese of Oxford, BBONT and other conserva- 
tion organisations have been running the LCCP to encourage the 
management of churchyards and cemeteries with sympathy for their 
wildlife and respect for their graves and those who visit them. At St 
Thomas’, Ray Carter, a retired agricultural advisor and former church- 
warden, leads a team of volunteers who help with wildlife surveys and 
the management of the nine areas of the churchyard, each of which is 
mown at a different time to suit the needs of its wildlife.Their work 
has recently helped them win the new conservation section of the 
Best Kept Village competition for the village of Goring and the plaque 
hangs in the church. Frank Blackwell photographed some of the volun- 
teers at work. In the foreground are Natalie and Sarah George, aged 9 
and 1 1 and behind them are (r to I) their father, John George, Jenny 
Emerton, who has been involved with the project from the start, and 
Ray Carter. June 6 is Conservation Sunday. 





He is the founder and director of 


life of Patrick McDonald 


Hotilwork in the kitchen. Bishop 
Mike cooks for charity Page 4 



Prayer for Kosovo 

Almighty God, our Father, we speak to you 
from a world of suffering and sadness. We see 
families torn apart with little children sepa- 
rated from those who want to nurture them. 
We ask you to provide the care we are unable 
to give to those who suffer at this time. 
Strengthen those who strive to bring aid, love 
and order into situations of need, hatred and 
disorder. Increase our own commitment to 
work in your Name. May your love replace the 
conflict and division which exist on earth so 
that the world sees a new dawn of justice, 
peace and compassion. Through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen 

This prayer has been produced by the Mothers’ Union 
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Bishops join Oxford vigil for Kosovo 


Jenny Gerrard, co-ordinator of email network 
‘Churches Together in Central Oxford’, reports on 
their Good Friday vigil for Kosovo 


lli 


row quiet it was!’ com- 
mented someone who 
had walked through the 
busy Friday evening rush of 
Oxford’s Cornmarket to join 
the candlelit vigil for 
Kosovo. It was only a short 
time, just half an hour, but 
for many people it seemed 
to fill a deep need as a way 
of responding to 
the pain and suffer- 
ing in our midst. 

We came from all 
over Oxford and as 
far afield as 
Abingdon; some of 
us passers-by or the 
city’s homeless; in 
all, some 150 peo- 
ple, laity and clergy 
- including Bishop 
Richard (the Bishop of 
Oxford) and Bishop Kallistos 
(head of the Orthodox 
Church in this area) - who 
wanted to be part of the 
vigil, to stand and pray and 
hope in the candlelight by 
Bonn Square’s memorial to 
an earlier conflict. 

And it was true about the 
quiet: even those who 
walked past, looking curi- 
ously at the solitary notice 
which announced the vigil’s 
cause, talked in hushed voic- 


es, the one that urged more 
violent action almost lost in 
the stillness. 

It was only two days ear- 
lier that the email network, 
Churches Together in 
Central Oxford had let peo- 
ple know of this brief time 
for reflection; and as we 
stood we were very aware 
that many more 
joined us through 
their prayers at 
home. It was via 
email too that 
overcoming of another message 
hatred and had been received 
from the Balkans: 
‘Offer your prayer 
to our Lord Jesus 
Christ for the over- 
coming of hatred 
and mental blindness in 
this region’. It was in 
response to that plea and 
others that resounded in 
our ears that we went to 
stand there in the Good 
Friday silence, reflecting on 
John Macquarrie’s words: 
‘Where people are praying 
for peace the cause of peace 
is being strengthened by 
their very act of prayer, for 
they are themselves becom- 
ing immersed in peace’ (The 
Concept of Peace). 


‘Offer your 
prayer to our 
Lord Jesus 
Christ for the 


mental blind- 
ness in this 
region’ 



This photograph of an Albanian mother and child was 
taken by Reading-based charity Children’s Aid Direct 
which has worked in Albania since 1 99 1 .As well as 
providing material aid, the charity is extending its 
child care programme to the tnousands of trauma- 
tised children arriving from Kosovo. An estimated 
80,000 refugees remain in Kukes in northern Albania, 
an area with a history of poverty and instability. 


‘We can all play at being armchair generals’ 

Bishop Richard on the Christian Just War tradition 


‘For weeks now we have seen pictures 
of Kosovo villagers fleeing - a quarter 
of a million of them - and been 
appalled by photos of Kosovo 
Albanians lying dead in their own 
blood. Stopping this suffering had 
become an urgent necessity. If ever 
there was a just cause for war, protect- 
ing these fellow human beings from 
further terror is one. It also seems that 
every peaceful means of resolving the 
dispute had been tried. It is difficult to 
see what more could have been 
achieved by continuing to talk with 
Slobodan Milosovic. 

But the Christian Just War tradition 
asks more than a just cause and the 
exhaustion of every peaceful means of 
resolving the conflict. It says there 
must be legitimate authority. One of 
the more hopeful developments since 
World War II is that we now assume 
that this means the authority of the 
United Nations. 


But doubts really set in with the 
fourth criteria which must be met. 
This says that there must be less evil 
unleashed by the military action than 
would be the case if no action were 
taken; and the obvious corollary of 
this is that there must be a reasonable 
chance of success. At this point the 
moral dimension and military judge- 
ment overlap. Military analysts are 
full of foreboding. And it is not diffi- 
cult to think of some horrendous 
outcomes. 

Yet such scenarios bring out one 
important point. We can all play at 
being armchair generals. It is however 
the Prime Minister and his Cabinet 
who are in possession of all the facts, 
who have weighed up the risks and 
who have to bear the awesome respon- 
sibility. 

Some of them, as it happens, are 
Christian laymen and women, even 
Anglicans. They are exercising their 


lay vocation, which is every much a 
vocation as being a bishop or priest in 
the testing arena of political and mili- 
tary judgement. 

Churchmen do not have that heavy 
burden. Our responsibility, in exercis- 
ing the teaching office of the Church, 
is rather different. It is to say yes, 
there are times in this fallen, sinful 
world when it is a duty to use military 
force to protect those who are being 
attacked, but for this to be morally 
legitimate certain criteria must be 
met. If they are met, then the ardent 
hopes of all people of good will, will 
be behind the action. So our thoughts 
and prayers are with those terrified 
civilians we are seeking to protect, our 
own forces whose skill and courage 
will be tested, the victims of the 
bombing and those who are obdurate, 
that God may soften their hearts and 
bring about a just and speedy out- 
come to the conflict’. 

The Bishop of Oxford was speaking on BBC 
Radio 4’s Thought for the Day (25/3/99) 



Designing & Dressmaking 
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Est 1986 Up 

FROM SMALL 
ALTERATIONS TO 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 

Tel: Cirencester 01285 652300 


fJimceb 

Princes Risborough Golf Club, with its excellent 
Clubhouse and outstanding views across the Chiltems, 
has a reputation as a Wedding venue which is second to 
none. 

With good food and our personal service, this has 
proved to be a winning combination for many couples. 

• Let us help you to plan your perfect day 

• Sit back and relax while we take the strain 

• We look forward to welcoming you and your families 
to view and talk to us about your special day 

So, if it's to be a wedding, special occasion or golf 
society day, talk to us first on: 

01844 346989 

Pro Shop Tel: 01844 274567 for Green Fees 
Lee Road • Saunderton Lee • Princes Risborough • 
Buckinghamshire • HP27 9NX 




St Deiniol's Library In Pursuit of Divine Learning 

Hawarden, Flintshire CH5 3DF 
Tel 01244 532350 Fax 01244 520643 
Email: deiniol. visitors@btinternet.com 

Programmes 1999 

Exploring the Psalms 4-5 June 

Explore the Psalms through theological study, liturgy and living in community. Trevor 
Dennis and others. 

Abide with Me: Hymns Old and New 16-20 June 

Ian Bradley explores some of the issues arising from his latest book Abide with Me in 
seminars, lectures and some practical workshops. Guest lecturer: Donald Allchin. 

The Future of the Church: Anglicanism in a post-modern World 6-10 September 
A conversation that will attempt to sustain and re-enliven the basic formulations of the 
'liberal core of Anglicanism' for our current times 

Victorian Studies Week 11-18 September 

An opportunity to enjoy lectures, visits and seminars on 19th century' History, Art and 
Literature 

Hebrew in a Week - OT Hebrew for complete beginners 21-28 August 

Greek in a Week - NT Greek from scratch 28 August - 4 September 

Welsh in a Week - Learn spoken and written Welsh 18-25 September 

Franciscan Spirituality 1-3 October 

Jules Cave Bergquist looks in depth at the religious context in which Saint Francis and 
Saint Clare formed their distinctive spirituality. 

Give Us This Day our Daily Bread 29 November to 3 December 

Practical Liturgy workshops and seminars exploring the relationship between the Eucharist 
and social justice with John Rempel, Mennonite Pastor in New York and observer at the 
U.N. 

Please contact the library for further details. Large discounts available to Clergy, 
Religious and Students. 
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Affordable homes for 
Kingham villagers 

Ail affordable housing scheme 
for local people was o|K*ned in 
Kingham in Oxfordshire on 
April 13 by l he Bishop of 
Dorchester, l he Rl Revd Dr 
Anthony Russell. 

Hie Meadow Way development 
was built on land previously 
owned by the Diocese of Oxford. 
Die land was sold at below mar- 
ket value ‘because the Church is 
sympathetic to these kinds of 
schemes/ said Anthony Ogg of 
the Rural Housing Trust, a chari- 
ty which develops affordable 
housing schemes in villages 
according to need. 

The scheme is the result of 
much hard work and co-opera- 
tion between the Rural Housing 
Trust, Kingham Parish Council 
and West Oxfordshire District 
Council. 

The small development of six 
houses will be made available to 
local people in perpetuity. The 
four rented homes are owned 
and managed by the Sovereign 
Housing Association, while the 
other two belong to the English 
Rural Housing Association and 
are available on a shared owner- 
ship basis, an arrangement 
which enables people on low 
incomes to enter the housing 
market. ‘House prices have risen 
a lot in this area over the years, 
and many local people have been 
forced to move away. These hous- 
es will enable families to keep 
relatives nearby, so strengthen- 
ing the village as a community/ 
said Keith Hartley, chairman of 
Kingham Parish Council. This is 
the 11th scheme of its kind in 
the West Oxfordshire District 
Council area. 


Cathedral volunteers at 
the front line of mission 



At a reception In Christ Church, Oxford on April 1 2, Canon Martin Peirce, on 
behalf of the Dean and Chapter, presented more than 60 voluntary helpers with 
Long Service badges.The badges were presented to those who have served at 
Christ Church Cathedral for ten years or more. Among those represented were 
members of the Guilds of Bellringers, Broiderers and Flower Arrangers; the 
Chapter House shop staff; stewards, sidesmen and women, and the Cathedral 
Singers. Edward Evans, the Dean’s Verger, said in a short speech that when he first 
came to work at the Cathedral 24 years ago/visitors were tolerated, but there 
was no one to extend a welcome\Today, he said, the volunteers were recognised 
as being in the front line of the Cathedral’s mission. ’For many of our visitors, this 
is likely to be their only contact with a church, so your ministry is one of incalcu- 
lable importance,’ he said. Photograph by Keith Ellis 


gains mmriMMiB 

S upporting the Jubilee 2000 campaign is a 
matter of Christian morality, said the 
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Dominic 
Walker, in a recent pastoral letter. It also 
makes economic sense to help countries recov- 
er self-sufficiency, and thirdly, it is a matter of 
prudence, because it cannot be in the long- 
term interest of richer countries to see 
increasing global poverty, he said. 

‘As we celebrate the 2000th birth of Christ 
who came to proclaim peace and justice, I do 
implore every congregation ... to support the 
Jubilee 2000 campaign/ he said. 

‘Christian Aid estimates that the total unre- 
payable debt is £100 billion, of which less than 
3% is owed to the UK Government/ said the 
Bishop. ‘According to Christian Aid, much of 
the debt is owed to the Export Credit 
Guarantees department which has already 
made provision for this debt not being paid*. 

Next month Jubilee 2000 campaign support- 
ers from Buckinghamshire will be marching 
from Birmingham to Cologne for the meeting 
of G8 Finance Ministers on June 19. Among 
those joining them will be members of the 
Kidlington Jubilee 2000 Group. 

There will be a demonstration in London on 
June 13 with church services, music and 
street theatre. At 3pm a human chain will 
form over Westminster and Waterloo Bridges, 
while a boat carrying millions of Jubilee 2000 
petitions will set off for Cologne. Details from 
Christian Aid on 01908 261352. 

A Jubilee march will pass through Milton 
Keynes on June 2, arriving at the city centre at 
2pm. Supporters are asked to bring trumpets! 
t- On April 17 the Kidlington Churches’ 

Jubilee 2000 Group held a rally and collected 
more signatures to add the 1,800 they have 
already sent off for presentation to the G8 
finance ministers. The Kidlington Group says 
public awareness of the cause has increased 
significantly recently. Gosford Hill School was 
among those who had helped festoon 
Kidlington High Street with paper chains 
which were later broken by representatives 
from local churches and businesses. The chair- 
man of the parish council , Councillor 
Catherine Arakelian, urged the people of the 
town to give their wholehearted support to 
the campaign. 


Warborough’s Songs of Praise 

The sound of bat on willow will punctuate 
the hymns when BBC TV’s Songs of Praise 
comes to Warborough. A cricket match 
will be in progress on the village green 
during the TV recording of the worship 
which will be led by The Flowers Band on 
Sunday May 23 between 2-5pm. All are 
welcome, but you are advised to bring a 
fold-up seat, an umbrella and support for 
the cricketers! 

Choir rehearsals essential 

Those wishing to be part of the choir must 
attend three rehearsals on May 14 (7.30- 
9.30pm at the Oratory School, Woodcote), 
May 19 (7.30-9. 30pm in the Amey Hall, 
Abingdon School, Park Road, Abingdon) 
and May 22 on Warborough village green 
from 2-5pm. Further details are available 
from Songs of Praise on 0161 244 3274. 


CMS celebrates 200 years 

The Church Mission Society is celebrat- 
ing its 200th anniversary with a series 
of events in and around the Diocese. 

• On Sunday May 9, a celebration 
Eucharist will be held at 6.30pm at St 
Mary the Virgin, High Street, Oxford. 
The preacher is the Rt Revd John V 
Taylor, former General Secretary of CMS 
and Bishop of Winchester. 

• At a national event on Clapham 
Common, London on May 29, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Most 
Revd Dr George Carey, and the 
Archbishop of Kenya, the Most Revd Dr 
David Gitari, are the main speakers. 
Clapham Common was chosen as the 
venue because most of the founders of 
CMS were members of ‘The Clapham 
Sect/ a network of 18th century evange- 
lists who worked for social reform and 
the renewal of the Church. Their best- 
known member, anti-slavery 
campaigner William Wilberforce, was 
the first vice-president of CMS. 
Admission by (free) ticket only from 
Caroline Davis on 0171 928 8681. 

• On June 26 CMS will be holding a cele- 
bration in Haddenham, Bucks, near 
where some of the first missionaries 
were trained. More on this next month. 


School inspector’humbled 
and strengthened’ 

Checkendon’s Church of England 
Primary School, which has 78 
pupils, has received an outstanding 
religious education inspection 
report. The inspector told the school 
he was ‘humbled and strengthened 
spiritually by the experience’ of his 
visit, and concluded his report by 
saying: ‘The provision for religious 
education and collective worship is 
a major strength of the school. The 
Christian ethos is very good and 
impacts very positively on the quali- 
ty of education provided and the 
standards attained’. 

Let Alfred stay! 

Colleagues of a social work student 
at Ruskin College, Oxford, are run- 
ning a ‘Let Alfred stay’ campaign 
after their friend Alfred Sahr 
Koineh, a committed Christian, had 
his application for asylum turned 
down. Alfred came to the UK in 1994 
from Sierra Leone, where he worked 
for the Red Cross, after seeing both 
his parents and younger brother 
burnt alive. He also received death 
threats, and his two older brothers, 
his wife and two children are still 
missing. 

There will be a public meeting on 
May 15 at 2pm (buffet at 1pm) in the 
Ralph Samuel Hall in Ruskin College 
for those interested in supporting 
Alfred. Details via email: alfred.cam- 
paign@ruskin.ac.uk 


Complete care for elderly 

The Bishop of Oxford has opened 
the Brookfield Christian Care Home 
in Oxford, one of 22 homes owned 
and managed by Trinity Care, a 
Christian organisation which pro- 
vides ‘whole-person’ care for elderly 
people. 

Brookfield manager Wendy 
Champion said. ‘1 am looking for- 
ward to working at a Home where 
the ethos of ‘whole-person’ care is 
practised. Sadly this is often missing 
in NHS establishments’. 


news in brief 

St Mary’s Church, Bloxham is inviting villagers 
to help make a tapestry record of village life for 
the Millennium. 

Sea Sunday is on July 11 when churches are 
asked to pray for seafarers and their families. 

The John Hampden Hall in Chalgrove has been 
granted a £120,000 award by the National 
Lottery Charities Board. The money will be used 
to extend and refurbish the hall’s facilities for 
use as a Drop-In Centre, information centre and 
for seminars and lectures. 

June 20-27 is National Learning Disability 
Week. Ring 0645 777 779 for a free tea-party 
pack to help raise funds for Mencap. 

The Revd Richard Zair has taken over as Director 
of Regional Staff for CPAS. He replaces the Revd 
Pam Harvey who has retired. 

Kidlington Churches' Jubilee 2000 Group has 
invited friends overseas to be part of a ‘Global 
Chain Reaction’. Wyn and George Bowron are 
members of Kidlington Methodist Church cur- 
rently working in Papua New Guinea (PNG) 
under the auspices of the PNG Church 
Partnership. Although PNG does not qualify as 
a heavily indebted poor country, it is listed 
amongst the poorest countries of the world. 

As we were going to press, we learned with sad- 
ness of the death of Sir James Cobban in Yeovil 
on April 19. A private funeral was due to take 
place on April 26. Instead of flowers donations 
were requested for St Helen’s Church, Abingdon. 
Sir James was headmaster of Abingdon School 
from 1947-70 and a former member of General 
Synod for the Oxford Diocese. There will be a ser- 
vice of thanksgiving at St Helen’s Church at a 
date to be announced. We hope to include a full 
tribute in the next issue. 


We’ll walk the land on May 22 

Millions of families will be prayed for during 
Operation AtoZ, the national March for Jesus 
prayer-walking initiative on May 22. 

‘Many in this land are dreaming of revival, said 
Erica Youngman, operations director of March 
for Jesus. ‘There is a growing recognition that 
united persistent prayer and relevant contact 
with the community are vital foundations for 
that’. Operation AtoZ requires Christians to 
divide into twos or threes and pray for the bless- 
ing of God to touch each household as they walk 
through their neighbourhood. It can be done at 
home group level, as a church, or a whole town 
can be covered by churches working together. If 
your church is involved in the March for Jesus 
initiative, why not write to The DOOR and tell us 
about it? ( Address on page 2). 
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FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 


at the 

Chubb Insurance Windsor 
International Horse Trails 

in H.M. The Queen's 
WINDSOR GREAT PARK 
Spring Bank Holiday Weekend 
Thursday - Sunday 27th-30th May 

TOP RIDERS IN ACTION 
2 MAJOR INTERNATIONAL CLASSES 
PLUS THE BRITISH JUNIOR 
CHAMPIONSHIPS 

DRESSAGE, EXCITING CROSS COUNTRY. 
SHOWJUMPING 

MAIN ARENA ATTRACTIONS AND DISPLAYS. TUG O WAR 
CHAMPIONSHIPS AND RCC.BY SEVENS COMPETITION. COB. 
RIDING HORSE AND COLOURED HORSE SHOW QUALIFIERS; 
YOUNG COMPETITION HORSE CLASSES. LADIES & 
CHILDREN S SIDESADDLE SHOW JUMPING. SANDHURST 
EDWARDI ANS. TERRIER ROADSHOW AND JENNIE I ORISTON 
CLARKE S DRESSAGE DISPLAY 
Charges per person/£5 each on 
Thursday/Friday/Sunday; £10 Saturday 
Season ticket £15 per person 

Cars £5 daily. Ringside Sat/Sun £7/ Season carpass £12 for 4 days 
Membership £65 for 2 people and I car 

t General Enquiries to 01926 779715/The Secretary. 
Avington Park, W inchester. Hants, S02I IDK 
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Turbulence, 
anxiety and 
paths of hope 

H ere we are, at the close of the 
nineties, trying to work out how to 
be the good news of Christ for all 
people instead of a Church for the dimin- 
ishing few. We know that we have a 
particular, eternal, healing truth to cele- 
brate and to share, but we also know that 
our structures, style, language and profile 
do not appeal readily to the majority of 
people in Britain. How do we relate to 
young people? To busy professional com- 
muters? To unemployed people? To inner 
city dwellers? Or to shrinking rural com- 
munities? 

In spite of their spiritual hunger, 
most cannot see that there’s 
anything ‘in it for them’ 

The Oxford Diocesan Advisory Group for 
Mission hosted a two-day symposium last 
November to investigate what puts people 
off Christianity; to understand the charac- 
teristics and movements of our society. 
The main speakers were able to show a 
relentless move towards a stressful, 
high-pressure consumer-oriented lifestyle 
and they exposed the rapid changes being 
introduced to people’s world view. 

Through this, many participants 
realised why their committed and consis- 
tent efforts to bring more people into the 
church and to faith could not work. It 
seemed to hearten participants to realise 
that the blockages are due not to their fail- 


The turbulence and anxiety in 
our society are painfully clear, so 
what can the Church do to reach 
the majority who seem unable to 
turn to it for answers or comfort? 
Gill Poole introduces a series of 
summaries of keynote speeches 
from the ‘What’s Blocking Faith?’ 
conference organised by the 
Oxford Diocesan Advisory Group 
for Mission. 

ure, but more probably to the way people’s 
values are formed in today’s society. 
Patterns of life and the values of our soci- 
ety mean that people are not likely to take 
the option of going into an unknown 
church on Sunday, far less of committing 
their precious time to the church and its 
‘good works’. In spite of their spiritual 
hunger, most cannot see that there’s any- 
thing ‘in it for them’. 

The turbulence and anxiety in our soci- 
ety are painfully clear, so what can the 
Church do to reach the majority who seem 
unable to turn to it for answers or com- 
fort? The symposium discussed how the 
church could organise itself to be among 
the people who need it. 

Over the next few months, the DOOR is 
publishing summaries from the key speak- 
ers to make this excellent information 
available for wider use. Use them month 
by month, or cut them out and keep them 
for a later study series. After considering 
the material in study groups, prayer 
groups, or PCC, you will have a useful 
foundation for adopting any necessary 
changes in your church. 

Gill Poole was an organiser of the What’s Blocking 
Faith?’ symposium. She is also CMS Area Secretary. 



Hug your church! 

After Communion on Mothering 
Sunday the 1 50-strong congregation 
at St John the Baptist, Cookham Dean 
in Berkshire joined hands around the 
outside of their church to clypp it or 
hug it.Then they all shouted 
‘hosanna!’ (see photograph).With 
them was the Bishop of Reading, the 
Right Revd Dominic Walker, taking 
part in this ancient tradition for the 
first time. The custom, which St John’s 
were reviving after 26 years, symbol- 
ises the hugging of the mother 
church. Photo: Sarah Broadhead 



Bishop Mike stars 
in ‘Ready Steady 
Cook’ with some 
heavenly cooking 


The Bishop of Buckingham, Mike Hill, may well have a future as aTV cook. On 
Maundy Thursday he appeared on a special edition of BBC 2’s ‘Ready Steady Cook’ 
programme with the Bishop of Dorking, Ian Brackley. Each contestant drew five 
items as a lucky dip and then had 30 minutes to turn them into some delectable 
dishes with the help of a professional chef. Bishop Mike won the day and £ 1 00 for ‘a 
favourite charity’ - the Children’s Society. Using an unusual collection of ingredients 
- sausages, a tin of cherries, a red cabbage, cauliflower and some prawns - the 
Bishop produced some mouth-watering creations including toad-in-the-hole, a 
French cherry batter dish and tiger prawns grilled with garlic and chile. ‘This was 
one of the most unusual requests I have received but I was delighted to help the 
Children’s Society,’ he said. Frank Blackwell took the photos from the television 
screen. With Bishop Mike is the programme’s presenter Fern Britton. 


Ecumenical Hymn Sing 

‘Abide with me,’ ‘Lord of the Dance’ and 
‘The Servant King’ were among the 30 
hymns chosen by the congregations of 
Anglican, Baptist and Methodist churches 
from Sunninghill, Sunningdale, Ascot 
and Bracknell for a two-hour ecumenical 
sponsored hymn sing on March 21. 

The hymn marathon was held at 
Sunningdale Methodist Church. It 
brought together 50 people of all ages 
accompanied by a guitarist and pianist 
from St Michael’s, Sunninghill. 
Afterwards dry throats and tired voices 
were soothed by tea and a contemplative 
service on prayer led by the Revd Piers 
Nash-Williams, Rector of All Saints, Ascot. 
The event, supported by Churches 
Together in Ascot, is expected to raise 
£500 towards alterations to The Chandler 
Centre, a day centre serving the area. 


The DOOR Church 
Tea Guide , 

We hope to publish our annual 
church tea guide in the July 
DOOR. If your church offers 
teas, coffee, snacks etc to visi- 
tors on a regular basis during 
the summer months and you 
would like to be included (no 
charge), please send details by 
June I .We need to know 
opening times, brief details of v 
the menu, whether you accept 
party bookings and if there is 
wheel chair access. We also 
need a contact phone number. 
Send details marked ‘Tea Guide’ 
to:The DOOR, Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 
0NB. Fax: 0 1 865 790470. Email 
door@oxford.anglican.org 


CJ COMERCHAN f^) 

The environmentally friendly 
builders merchant 

Suppliers of eco-friendly products and materials 
from sustainable sources, including reclaimed 
and locally produced materials, 

Trade customers, self builders and those interested in DIY are all welcomel 


ECO PRODUCTS 

A variety of water recycling systems. 
Sun pipes. Non-toxic organic paints 
and wood preservatives. Solar panels, 
flat plate and Vacuum tube. 


local & 

traditional 

Bricks, roof tiles, chimney pots, lime 
putty, ironmongery, cast iron, 
woodmongery, lime washes. 

literature 

To help you choose your products. 


RECLAIMED 

MATERIALS 

Bricks, roof tiles, chimney pots, doors, 
bathroom suites, butlers sinks, roll top 
baths, guttering, floorboarding and 
reclaimed architectural features. 


TIMBER 

From reclaimed and sustainable 
sources, including salvaged oak, pine 
and new air dried English timbers 


DESIGN service 


Architectural design service and free 
friendly advice! 


C JCOMCRCHAN T 

The Old Filling Station, Head Hill Road, Goodnestone, 
Nr Faversham, Kent ME13 9BY 

Tel: 01795 530 130 

Member of the Association of Environment Conscious Building 


INTERNATIONAL EATING 
DISORDERS CENTRE, 
Aylesbuiy 

We require a 

NURSE 

MANAGER 

for this 9-bedded unit, 
for adults over 16 years. 
Details from 

BERYL FOY ON 
01296 330557 


DAVID 
WASLEY 

IJt. • ATC 

• DipAD 

• FKI6P 

Dfipr/Arfel 
in Staid Glass 

CONSERVATOR 
AND 

RESTORATION 
SPECIALIST 

lelephone/hcsmle 

01494 

773712 



White Horse ^ ^ 
Country Wear 

Selling a wide range of 
country & leisure clothing & footwear 
STOCKISTS FOR: 
Craghopper - Raddish - Regatta 
Outdoor Scene - Trespass - Hoggs 
and many more 

Unit 4, The Tower Centre, Carteton, 
Oxon OX18 3JG. Tel: 01993 841324 
6 The Cornmarket, Faringdon, 
Oxon SN7 7HH. Tel: 01367 242727 


at Gartmore in the Trossachs 

A Different Kind 
of Holiday 

Gentle activity holidays designed for the over 35s. 
Wide range of activities or skills to learn (e.g. water 
colour painting, crafts, cooking etc.) in comfortable 
surroundings and a stunning setting. 

Gartmore House, nr Aberfoyle, Stirling 

for a brochure phone 

01877 382 888 

or Email: 

hoHdays@gartmore.uk.com 



The Oxford & District 
Branch of CAT 

protection league 

Appealing to all you cat lovers out there! 

We are currently looking for volunteers to help us continue 
our work with rescuing, treating, neutering and re-homing 
unwanted, abandoned or needy cats and kittens around 
Oxfordshire. 

Homes required for Cats & Kittens. 

Please call Janet Grant for more information 
on 01865 341401. 

Thank you 

Registered National Charity No - 203644 


ST ALDATE’S CHURCH AND 
PARISH CENTRE 


OXFORD 

FINANCIAL SECRETARY 

This busy and growing church requires a person to provide 

(a) financial accounting and payroll operation, together 
with all ancillary financial administration including 
preparation of year-end accounts; 

(b) administration of the covenant and Gift Aid schemes; 

(c) some management accounting functions. 

Candidates must be committed Christians, competent in 
Sage accounting and payroll software, and Microsoft 
Excel and Word programs. 

Salary in accordance with Diocesan scales up to 
c.£l 7,000 p.a. according to experience and qualifications. 

A full job description and application form are 
available from the Parish Co-ordinator, St. Aldate's 
Parish Centre, 40 Pembroke Street, Oxford OX1 IBP 
(telephone 01865 244713). 

The closing date for the receipt of applications is Monday 
24 May 1999. 
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god in the life . 5 


Pursuing 

4Th r y story starts in 1974 in Silkeborg on the Jutland 

|%/l peninsula in Denmark. My father was a teacher 

JL ▼ X trainer and my mother was an eye specialist. We 
were a cosy family with a cat and a dog, three young boys 
and a big house on the top of the hill. Then things went 
pear-shaped. My father and mother broke up, my younger 
brother died in a tragic accident - killed by a drunken dri- 
ver - and when I was twelve my father died. 

I knew there was a God but he was a kind of ethereal 
thing with no biblical foundation. But then 1 had a profound 
conversion experience. My brother had been at the hospital 
and seen my father pass away and as I saw him come over the 
hill I knew there was bad news. When he told me I remember 
running out into the forest and crying to God: ‘I need a Dad. 
If you really are God, you be my Father.’ The funny thing is 
that I’m sure that the Lord listened to that prayer. 

We were at that stage a very dysfunctional family. My 
older brother was heavily into drugs and alcohol and my 
mother was often quite depressed. I became a keen ornitholo- 
gist and often got up at 4 o’clock in the morning to do a 
round of bird watching for the Danish Ornithological Society 
before school. I was pretty much on my own, but I didn’t feel 
alone because I walked those woods in conversation with my 
heavenly Father. 

Another key experience at that time was my friendship 
with a studious old man in his eighties who had been a biolo- 
gy teacher. He became a mentor to me and we used to walk 
around those dark plantations - this twelve-year old and this 
eighty-year old - listening to the night ravens. He was also a 
Christian and when he identified a plant for me, he always 
referred back to the Creator. 

An important meeting in the Street of Peace 

When I was 15 1 moved into the Street of Peace, a humanist 
green community that wanted to rescue the trees and save 
the owls and so on. A lady aged 50 or so had rented the small- 
est room of all because she wanted to pray for us to know 
Jesus as Lord. We thought she was barmy, but we respected 
her and she started to challenge us about some of our 
humanistic streams of thought. She was an uncompromising 
Christian who loved Jesus and just beamed the joy of the 
Lord. She was the first Christian to explain the basic concept 
T)f the Gospel and about my need not just to be redeemed but 
to be recruited for Christ. If he really has set us free to follow 
him, then where did he go but to the cross in a life of fearless, 
selfless service. Would I be willing to do the same? 

Every night she prayed and one night I asked if I could join 
her. I guess this was where my arguing stopped because as we 
started praying, that tiny little room was filled with the over- 
whelming presence of God. Suddenly the God that I had 
walked with in the forests, but had grown cold towards, was 
there. He was really true. After that I realised that to be a 
Christian was not just something to toy with in your spare 
time. 

When I was 17, 1 hitchhiked around Europe, and at a Youth 
with a Mission (YWAM) base in a castle near Munich, I picked 
up a leaflet about their base in Colombia where they worked 
with street kids. I remember standing in that castle on a 
balmy August day and thinking, ‘That is unreal. Children are 
living on the streets with no-one to look after them’. 
Something just struck a chord. I had written to all the YWAM 
bases because I wanted to do a YWAM training course. When 


the Father’s heart 


I got home I found this pile of mail and I remember think- 
ing, God, you are just going to have to show me where you 
want me to go. It was exactly 44 days from when I arrived 
back from my hitchhiking trip to my going to Bolivia. 

The time in Bolivia was lifetransforming. My YWAM base 
was starting a ministry with street kids in Santa Cruz. I 
remember one heart-wrenching experience with a little girl 
called Anna who was about four. One night I watched her 
trundle off, holding the hand of her sister, into the darkness 
of the city, into nowhere with no-one to look after them, 
nothing to protect them. The enormous sense of pain that 
came over me is beyond words. I guess my own situation of 
abandonment in my childhood really rammed it home. But I 
also knew that those children probably didn’t know their 



God in the life of 

Patrick McDonald 

Patrick McDonald was bom in 1974 and grew up and was 
educated in Denmark; he married Emily, an Oxford University 
graduate , in 1 994 and currently worships at StAldate's, Oxford. 
He is the founder and International Director of Viva Network 
which is committed to helping * children at risk * around the 
world by linking and enhancing the Christian response. June 5, 
1999 is the World Wide Day of Prayer for Children at Risk, an 
annual opportunity to respond to the plight of millions of 
needy children. For a free information pack, summary leaflet 
and promotional materials to use to pray yourself or to 
organise a prayer event, or for more information about their 
work, contact Viva Network, PO Box 633, Oxford 0X2 0XZ.Tel: 
01865 450800, fax 01865 203567 or email: info@viva.org. 
Website:www. viva. org. 


heavenly Father and that broke me. That was where my 
involvement with ‘children at risk’ started. 

As I sat there in the streets of Santa Cruz, 1 realised that 
however well-meaning, our project was not reflecting God’s 
desire to reach and help these children and to provide them 
with residential care, decent food and decent education. We 
didn’t have what it took to get the job done partly because we 
were so busy doing the work, and also because we didn’t 
know where to go for help and advice and resources. 

I started to study the problem of ‘children at risk’ and 
soon realised that it was a global one. Half the world popula- 
tion today is under the age of 15, and between 1.8 and 2 
billion children are so-called ‘children at risk’ with more 
than 100 million children living on the streets of our cities. 
There are also about 25,000 different Christian groups work- 
ing with them. What was needed was a one-stop shop, a 
network for them all. I couldn’t believe that such a network 
didn’t exist already. So I started looking for one. I wrote let- 
ters to anyone who had ‘Christian* or ‘children’ in their title 
and I spent six months travelling 15,000 miles by bus through 
Mexico and Central America to listen and learn and create a 
directory of Christian ministry with ‘children at risk’. 

I had a budget of £6 a day and I could only manage if I did- 
n’t stay in hotels or hostels. I remember when I came to 
Monterrey I felt absolutely petrified. If things got bad I could- 
n’t walk home and I felt out of my depth. I prayed, almost in 
jest, ‘Lord, I would love to find a flat for tonight where my 
host has to go out so I can just be with you, where they will 
give me some food and if possible, I would love a view over 
the mountains’. I did my rounds and found a couple of street 
projects and at one of them, the project director asked me to 
stay with his family. When we arrived his wife was flustered 
because he had forgotten they were going out. They gave me 
lots of food and sent me off to a flat upstairs and when I 
opened the balcony doors, sure enough, there was a view of 
the mountains. The incredible thing was that through eight 
different countries, every single night God provided me with 
somewhere to stay. 

‘A huge encouragement from the Lord’ 

I came to three conclusions. The first was that a network for 
Christians working with ‘children at risk’ didn’t exist. The 
second thing was that just as children are perhaps the most 
strategic need in the context of the great commission, ‘chil- 
dren at risk’ have the greatest need of all. For the evangelical 
movement to respond, we need good projects that are well- 
resourced and well-networked The third conclusion was just 
a huge encouragement from the Lord to me and from many 
others to say, ‘why don’t you start it’. 

So in February 1994 the Viva Network was launched in 
Oxford. In Bolivia I met my wife Emily and in September 
1994, after our honeymoon, we started a prayer meeting at 
Magdalen College where Emily was a student. Out of that 
grew a core of individuals who shared our vision and many of 
them work for Viva Network today. We now have about 23 
full and part-time staff and another 40 around the world in 
regional and local networks. God really is the Father of the 
fatherless (Psalm 68) and in that there is hope. But that 
means those street kids are also our kids and we have to go 
and reach them as an absolute mandate from God. We work 
for Christ and with Christ are seeking to achieve what he 
desires for those children. } Interview: Christine Zwart 




SOMETHING FREE FOR 
YOUR CHURCH FOR 
HARVEST FROM FEED 
MINDS 


Wc arc preparing a Harvest celebration your Church will be able to use in its 
entirety, or "pick and mix". 

Last year Feed the Minds gave grants to 70 projects in 40 countries, responding to 
need in Africa, Asia, Latin America , the Caribbean, the Pacific Islands and Eastern 
Europe. In addition. Feed the Minds supports over 500 colleges worldwide with its 
Book Service, Overseas Book Awards, National Book Awards and the Theological Book 
Review. 


Your Church Harvest Festival pack contains a complete service, including prayers, 
Bible readings, a choice of traditional and modern hymns, suggestions for the sermon/ 
address as well as suggestions for children's presentations etc., a poster, suggestions for 
children's games and recipes for a Harvest Supper/ lunch. 

A Harvest celebration your Church will be able to use in its entirety, or "pick and mix" 
as you find appropriate. 

Give us your support at Harvest Festival and bring hope to all the people in the world 
who benefit from the work of Feed the Minds. Please complete and return this slip as 
soon as possible (no later than 31st May, 1999) 

The pack will be sent free of charge by the third week of July 1999. 

Feed the Minds. Albany House, 67 Sydenham Road, GUILDFORD, Surrey GUI 3RY 
Tel: 0 1 4X3 88X580 

Please send ( ) Feed the Minds Harvest Festival pack(s> to: 

Name 

Address •» 


Tel. No. 


Crossways Trust T td. 

Reg Charily No. 23160 


Crossways Trust is a non-profit making charity which , for the past 50 years 
has run residential and nursing homes for the elderly. 

Now , in its Golden Jubilee year the Trust is delighted to announce its new 
ownership of 

The Swallows Care Centre , Epsom Grove , Bletchley 
Nr Milton Keynes , Buckinghamshire 
Tel: 01908 630670. Fax: 01908 630680 

“The Swallows” is situated on the outskirts of Bletchley within a community 
setting. It is appointed to the highest standard and all rooms have en-suite 
facilities. All meals are home cooked with a varied daily menu. We would be 
delighted for you to visit our Home and to view the superb facilities 
available to the Residents, including a library, hairdressing salon and 
shopping facilities. Our Day Centre is used 
by both residents and the local community, 
offering a variety of activities. 

For our less able residents 24-hour nursing 
care is available. The Trust has established a 
reputation over the past 50 years for provid- 
ing care of the highest quality in its Homes, 
treating each resident as an individual, with 
their own special qualities, experience and 
talents. Every member of staff is dedicated to encouraging this ethos. 

For further details please apply directly to the Manager of the Home or to our 
Head Office at the following address: 



CROSSWAYS TRUST LIMITED 
19 PARKFIELD ROAD, WORTHING, WEST SUSSEX BN13 1EN 
Telephone 01903 211011. Fax: 01903 211077 


Christian and Unattached? 

Then join 
The Network? 

A national association catering for the needs of 
those who are divorced, widowed or single 

Weekends and Holidays 
Day Events, Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill 
P.O. Box 20 (DR) 

Braunton, Devon, EX33 2YX 

(01271)817093 



Do you only 
sing in the bath? 

Would you like to sing with 
a small Chamber Choir? 

THE CRESCENT SINGERS are expanding and 
looking for new voices. We are a small group of 
singers based in Abingdon specialising in a wide 
range of a ccipella music, from Byrd to Rutter. 

While our primary' aim is to sing for pleasure, we 
give regular concerts in aid of local charities. 

If you are interested please contact: 

The Secretary, Patt Tubb , tel: 01235 526963 
for further information. 
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ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE 

We are a Registered Nursing Home, specialising in the 
tranquilliser-free care of patients with Alzheimer's disease. 
We have qualified and experienced staff, large gardens 
and grounds, and beautiful views. 

If you are interested in long term, 
or respite care, contact : 

GEORGE TUTHILL 
who will be pleased to show you around. 

4£*Utt>lNOTON Near Banbury 

j^>USB Oxon 0X17 1SD 

Telephone: (01295) 750513 
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ALAN G. WRIGHT & CO LTD 
Monumental 
Masons 

Sherborne House, Shaw Hill 
Newbury RG14 2EQ 

Telephone: (01635) 40480 

for a free brochure and advice 


BISHOP ASSERTS THE NEED TO PROVIDE RESPECT AND DIGNITY FOR THE OLDER PERSON 


HEMPTON FIELD NURSING HOME 

Small, friendly Home situated in the pleasant village of 
Chinnor, provides the highest standards of care and attention 
in comfortable and relaxed surroundings. 

• Single or Companion Rooms, many with en-suite facilities 

• Long and short term care available • Activities programme 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, OR AN APPOINTMENT TO 

VIEW, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Mrs. M. Adams, Matron, on Tel: 01844-351766 

36 LOWER ICKNIELO WAY, CHINNOR, OXON OX9 4EB 
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BATH LODGE 
RESIDENTIAL HOME 

A home from home 

If you can no longer stay 
in your own home. 

Friendly, comfortable surroundings. 
Confused elderly/alzheimer welcome. 

Tel: 0118 958 9726 

8 Bath Road, Reading RG1 6NB 


mencap s 

harity Football Fayre 

The Rye, High Wycombe 
June 12th from 11am 
For all the family to enjoy 

Three Five a Side Football Tournaments 
for Children and Adults 

A Five-a-Side Human Table Football Tournament 
- anyone can play. 

Penalty Shootouts, Target Football and Measure the Speed of your 
Kick Competitions. Computer Games Playstation Bus. Local Radio 
Road Show and Lots of Prizes to be Won. 

To find out further information and how you can enter or 
sponsor any of the tournaments, phone Joan 01494 716751 


ACE DENTURE 
CENTRES 
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DEDICATED TO THE CARE 
OF DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

• We make dentures look 
like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the 
► premises 

FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported to 
return to your natural appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

> Delicate chrome plates 

> Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like 
dentures enquire about 
our IVOCLAR DENTURE 
SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth Available 

> Phone for a free information pack 
DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE 
YOU WAIT 

For appointments phone 
(24 hour) 


ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 




THE COOKHAM RIVERSIDE 

Residential Nursing Home 

Situated on the banks of the River Thames, The Cookham 
Riverside complements its stunning location by providing the 
highest standards of care and attention in comfortable and 
relaxed surroundings. 

• All single rooms • Activities programme 
• Long and short term care available 
For further information, or an appointment 
to view please contact: 

Miss P. Hadley, Matron on TeL 01628-810557 ‘ 

Berries Road, Cookham. Berks SL6 9SD 


HARRIAS 

HOUSE 





01494 674204 

Harrias House is a REGISTERED CARE 
HOME for the well elderly. This elegant 
house, with a large garden, is situated 
in the Old Town. There are three 
reception rooms and a lift. Residents 
may bring their own furniture. Most 
have en suite facilities. Long or short 
stays. Clergy visit regularly, also 
hairdresser. 

A Registered Charity no 145 14R providing 

j RESIDENTIAL CARE 

Manager: Mrs Cooper 


A fully serviced 
apartment at 

Aynhoe Park 

At Aynhoe Park we have apartments 
suited to retired professional people. 
The Apartments range in size from 
small studio rooms to three-roomed 
apartments. All have a private 
bathroom and utility area. All meals, 
cleaning, apartment maintenance and 
heating are provided and there is 24 
hour cover. 

At the moment we have a selection of 
vacant apartments. A loan is payable 
for the apartment and a monthly 
charge covers the services provided. 

If you would like to know 
more, or view the 
apartments, telephone Tony 
and Judy Bester on 

( 01869 ) 810636 . 


The Right Rev Richard 
Harries, Bishop of 
Oxford, says: 

"Christian 
organisations have an 
important contribution 
to make ensuring older 
people get the respect 
and dignity they 
deserve." 

He told those 
assembled for the 
opening of Trinity Care's 
latest establishment, 
Brookfield Christian Care 
Home in Oxford, that: 
"With the commercial 
pressures at work in our 
society it is very easy for 
such people to be 
neglected." He 

contrasted attitudes to 
the elderly in this country 
with those in China and 
many third world 
countries. 

Speaking of the new 
home, built on the 
outskirts of the city, he 
said: "It is particularly 
important that in a Home 
like this, with its Christian 


foundation and its little 
chapel upstairs, the 
people needn't feel that 
the end of their life is 
simply a sad process of 
physical decline. It is a 
20th century myth that 
life is nothing but a 
process of physical 
growth followed by 
physical decline. 

From a Christian 
perspective, life is a 
process of total growth of 
body, mind and spirit with 
the continuing possibility 
of growth into God and in 
to our life through Christ. 
That is what this place 
stands for and we are 
delighted to have it here 
in Oxford." 

Brookfield offers 
accommodation for 66 
residents and has the 
potential to create up to 
100 full and part-time 
jobs. 

Welcoming the new 
Home, Councillor Valerie 
Smith says: "It is good 
news for our area. It 


meant a £2.5 million 
investment, and has 
been a great boost for 
local employment. This is 
a young estate and we 
know that communities 
have to be balanced. At 
the moment it may be too 
balanced the other way, 


so we are very pleast 
to welcome more eldei 
people to our estate ai 
we hope that maybe tf 
will lead to some oth 
community initiatives." 

Contact Wen< 
Champion on 01 8( 
779888. 



LIKE GOOD 
FOOD 


LIKE GOC 
COMPAN 


THIS IS THE PLACE FOR YOU 

MERTON HOUSE HOTEL 

Tel No 01989 563252 

Eddie Cross Street, Ross-on-Wye HR9 7BZ 

Specialised accommodation in delightful coun 
house hotel, standing in its own grounds overlook! 
the river in the picturesque market town of Ross-c 
Wye. En-suite or ground floor rooms available, 
board and fully licensed entertainment and co 
outings included in our charges. 

A SELECTION OF HOLIDAY DATES 
STILL AVAILABLE 


DISABLED CARE AND MOBILITY 

SHOWROOM OPEN MON-SAT INC. 9.30am TO^.OOpm TEL. 01793 701313 

5 14 CRICK. I.AI>E ROM), (OFl» MOON RAKER PUB), S\VIMK)> 


POWERCHAIRS AND SCOOTERS 



For a sense of freedom 




and around the home 


WALKING AIDS 


STAIR LIFT 


BATH LIFT 

PHONE FORA FREE MAIL ORDER CATALOGUE AND BROCHURES 

LOCAL SALES AND SERVICE - FREEPHONE 0500 124688 




UNIVERSAL CARE 


Caring in your 
own home 



★★★★ 


« For a helping hand 

% 01494 678503 

’ '•'Chester House, 9 Windsor End 
Beiconsficld. Buds HP9 2IJ 


37 CAMBRIDGE ST., AYLESBURY 
Rear of Marks & Spencers 




Freelandffouse 

a DOVE CARE nursing and residential home 

Set in extensive lawns and gardens, Freeland House provides 
high quality nursing care in elegant surroundings 

NOW OPEN 

A magnificent new extension offering spacious single en-suite bed- 
rooms, all with garden views and furnished to a high standard. 
The elegant original house has several sitting and dining rooms and a 
programme of recreational activities is available for those clients who 
wish to join in. 

If you would like more information contact 

Matron, Freeland House Nursing and Residential Home, 
Wrosyln Road, Freeland, Nr. Witney, Oxon OX8 8AH 

• Tel. 01993 881258 

Alternatively, please call in when you are passing. 


FORESTCARE 

COMMUNITY ALARM SERVICE 

Are you elderly, disabled, or vulnerable? 
Want to live as independently as possible 
in your own home? 

Then find out more about our 
community alarm service! 

• Round the clock response via a special 
telephone unit 

• helpful operators, trained to handle any 
emergency 

• peace of mind for yourself, and for friends and 
family 

• We cover most of East Berkshire 

For more information ring us on 

01344 355322 

Forestcare - a section of the 
Social Services & Housing 
Department, Bracknell Forest 
Borough Council - providing 
caring services to the community 
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Twinnings bring new links with 
Christians across the Channel 

Whether we like it or not we are part of Europe. In the forth- 
coming European elections the debate will rage for and 
against more economic and political unity. But Christians on 
both sides of the Channel are discovering their own fellow- 
ship.Tony Dickinson, the Diocese’s European Officer writes 


Abingdon churches 
enthusiastic about 
five European links 

T he development of town twinning is 
a recent phenomenon. We tend to 
forget that it is only since 1 945 that links 
between towns and villages here with 
similar communities in Europe have 
developed with their opportunities to 
forge relationships with the Christian 
communities in our twin towns. 

Abingdon is fortunate in having five 
active twinnings: Argentan in 
Normandy, Lucca in Tuscany, 

Schongau in Bavaria, St Niklaas in 
Belgium and Colmar in Alsace 
(the last two are district twin- 
nings). All sorts of twinning 
events have been going on now 
for 30 years involving the 
Council, schools and many differ- 
ent groups and organisations. 

And where has the Church 
been in this? In recent years we 
have begun to work within the 
town’s twinning structures to 
make contact with Christian 
communities - mostly Roman 
Catholic and Lutheran - in our 
twin towns. ‘ChurchTwinning’ is now an 
official project of The Church in 
Abingdon’, our ecumenical team of 1 4 
church communities. Groups have visited 
each of the towns, and have received par- 
ties back from several of them. 
Relationships are slowly being forged that 


are mutually beneficial. We learn from 
one another; not least about how church 
and community interrelate, and we leam 
too to see ourselves as others see us. 

For the Church to be enthusiastically 
involved in the twinning process also 
makes an important statement and 
shows that twinning is not just a civic 
matter We are particularly pleased that 
the leader of the ChurchTwinning Group 
has recently taken over as Chairman of 
the Abingdon and District Twin Town’s 
Society. 

Whatever our views about the 
European Union may be, there is no 


doubt that our future lies in Europe.To 
develop relationships with Christians on 
the continent makes sense. It is very 
interesting. And it is also great fun! 

Jenny and Michael Goode 

The Revd Michael Goode is Team R ector in 
the Abingdon Team Ministry. 



Abingdon Town Band play in Colmar after 
the service at the Roman Catholic Church. 
St Helen’s Church choir sang at the Mass. 


I was just off to France when I 
was asked to write about 
Europe for The DOOR. We were 
spending an Easter break with 
friends in Alsace who are also col- 
leagues in ministry. Jean-Marc 
Heintz is the pastor of a congrega- 
tion of the Eglise Reformee 
d'Alsace et Lorraine (ERAL) in 
Riedisheim, on the edge of the 
industrial-city of Mulhouse. In 
fact, he kindly lent me the use of 
his computer so that I could meet 
my deadline. 

All of which is the perfect illus- 
tration of the points that I want 
to make in this article. The first, 
which ought to go without say- 
ing, is that Christians are part of a 
fellowship which knows no 
boundaries of race, or nationality, 
or language. 

The second is that, while this 
fellowship is easily recognised in 
the world-wide Anglican 
Communion, it also includes our 
near neighbours in continental 
Europe. Increasingly the Church 
of England is developing its part- 
nership in mission and ministry 
with the churches of the main- 
land, from which we have largely 

To find out about church 
twinning and how it can 
be used for mission 

Get in touch with Tony 
Dickinson at St Francis’ 

Vicarage, Amesham Road, High 
Wycombe, Bucks HP13 5AB. 
Telephone/fax 01494 520676. 
email awd@stfrancis.free- 
online.co.uk who will do his 
best to advise you. Robin 
Blount, Chaplain to the 
Channel Tunnel, has written a 
useful book, European Church 
Partnership, published by 
Christianity and the Future of 
Europe (CAFE). 


been cut off by the accidents of 
Empire and World War. The 
Meissen Agreement with the 
Protestant Churches of Germany 
and the Porvoo Agreement with 
the Lutheran Churches of the 
Nordic and Baltic nations have 
drawn us closer to Christians in 
these countries than we have been 
since the time of the Reformation. 

Individual friendships 

But, in a sense, there is something 
more immediately important 
than these theological underpin- 
nings of solidarity with our 
European brothers and sisters in 
Christ. And that is the increasing 
contact on a personal level, 
through the UK’s growing involve 
ment in the EU and easier and 
more comfortable European trav- 
el. I have mentioned our family’s 
friendship with the Heintz family. 
I might (in other circumstances) 
have been writing about the fami- 
ly of Jean-Claude Chipiloff, a 
Roman Catholic deacon in the 
Diocese of Dijon. Or I might have 
mentioned some of the people in 
Germany and other parts of 
Europe whom I have met though 
involvement in the German 
Kirchentag - that great assembly 
of Christians, and those on the 
way to faith, which gathers every 
other year in one of Germany’s 
great cities. 

Many other people in this 
Diocese could tell similar stories - 
of contacts made though school 
exchanges, through business, 
through holidays, or through 
their involvement in town or vil- 
lage twinnings. There are many of 
these local authority twinnings 
(as well as a smaller number of 
specifically church-based partner- 
ships) in our Diocese. 

Some of these are widely 
known. The very active twinnings 


between Oxford and its partner 
cities of Bonn and Leiden (and, 
increasingly, Grenoble) and 
between Reading and Dusseldorf 
have an important church dimen- 
sion, which is recognised on the 
national scene. 

More than just‘jollys’ 

There are other towns and vil- 
lages in the Diocese which have a 
lower profile but where the 
churches take seriously their part- 
nership with Christians in other 
parts of Europe. The church in 
Abingdon, for instance, is actively 
involved across the whole busy 
twinning scene, both of the town 
and of the local District Council. 
Christians in Marlow meet regu- 
larly with brothers and sisters 
from Marly-le-Roi, near Paris (More 
about Abingdon and Marlow's links 
on this page). The churches of 
Wendover have a growing rela- 
tionship with the Christian 
community of Liffre in Britanny. 

The important thing about all 
these links is that they are not 
just excuses for a ‘jolly’. In many 
places, the links with Christian 
communities of a different tradi- 
tion in other parts of Europe have 
led to a closer relationship with 
Christians of different traditions 
at home. Equally importantly, 
they have helped participants 
come to grips with the things that 
make us ‘different’ from our fel- 
low-Christians across the Channel, 
and to share insights into the mis- 
sion which the risen Christ has 
entrusted to all his people. We 
have much to learn from 
Christians in mainland Europe 
about the way in which they tack- 
le the challenges which face us all 
in a ‘post-Christendom’ society. 
They, in their turn, have gifts to 
receive from us. Together we can 
learn what it is to follow Jesus 
faithfully in a culture in which 
our faith is not shared by the great 
majority of people. Together we 
are able to discover more ways in 
which we can overcome the indif- 
ference - even (to use Archbishop 
George Carey’s startling image) 
the allergy - which many now 
have towards the Gospel. 

Tony Dickinson 


Marlow’s entente 
with Marly-le-Roi 

M arlow’s churches have, either 
directly or through members of 
their congregations, been involved in 
Marlow’s successful twinning with 
Marly-le-Roi on the River Seine close 
to Versailles. 

Its 17th century RC Church of St 
Vigor was constructed by the archi- 
tect of the Palace of Versailles. Marly’s 
chateau no longer exists but was, for 
many years the private residence of 
the ‘Sun King’, Louis XIV - hence the 
town’s name. 

Direct liaison between churches in 
both towns was for some years solely 
between the non-Conformist congre- 
gations but with noticeable effect. On 
Remembrance/Armistice Days when 
each town is well-represented at its 
‘twin’s’ commemoration. In 


Marly-le-Roi, the secular wreath lay- 
ing at the War Memorial is preceded 
by a Service of Remembrance in the 
Church of St Vigor when prayers are 
said for the dead of past wars and for 
future peace. In Marlow, the service 
takes place at our war memorial on 
the Causeway. Prayers are led by the 
Revd Nick Molony, Rector of All 
Saints, speaking partly in French, 
accompanied by Canon Tony Griffiths 
from St Peter’s RC Church. Music and 
a prayer are provided by Marlow’s 
Salvation Army. Both National 
Anthems are played, and sung, on 
each occasion. 

In twinning, there is always room 
for development, but all those 
involved, on both sides of the 
Channel, are pleased that the part 
played by our churches is done with 
such enthusiasm and good spirit! 

Dennis Sargeant 
Chairman, Marlow Town Twinning Association 


Home and Business 
Telephone Accounts 


Low Cost International and 
National Telephone Rates 

Nd joining fees, no line rated, freephone access 


Australia lOp 

NZ 12p 

SA 28p 

USA 9p 

Japan 15p 

and many more - 
includes VAT 

FREEPHONE 
0800 NUMBER 

5.88 p inc VAT 

14p per minute for 
ORANGE and ONE 2 ONE 
18p per minute for 
CELLNET and VODAFONE 


CALL RATES ARE PER MINUTE, INCLUDE VAT 
AND APPLY ANYTIME, EVERYDAY 

Call 01256 363274 or 0777 5924782 


Parish Church of All Saints 
Boyne Hill Maidenhead 

PRIEST ASSOCIATE 
House for Duty 

Priest Associate required to share the Ministry of this busy Parish serving SouthWest 
Maidenhead. The Church was founded as part of the Tractarian renewal and now seeks 
to serve the needs of the present age. 

A three-bedroom period house situated in Church Close is available rent-free, plus full 
expenses, in return for Ministry. 

The post would be of particular interest to a Priest with experience in education and 
willing to work with our Church Schools. 

Job Description, Parish Profile and further details available from: 

The Revd Norman J. Brown, The Vicarage, Westmorland Road, Maidenhead, 
Berks. SL6 4HB. Telephone 01628 626921. Fax 01628 623193. 



World Outreach Helping 


Kids 


Crisis! 


Did You Know 

• More than 50,000,000 children live on the world’s streets each day. 

• 1 ,600 children under 15 years contract AIDS every day. 

• 5,000,000 crippled children are employed world-wide as beggars each day. 

• Between 12-14,000,000 children are daily involved in prostitution world-wide. 

• 100,000,000 children are in full-time slave labour around the world today. 


Many in the World Outreach family are passionate about helping children - not only with 
the life-giving Gospel of Jesus Christ but also with practical loving care. Our hearts cry 
out for those who are neglected and exploited; which is why we are involved with 
orphan-care and Street-children ministries in Africa, Australia, India, Indonesia, Korea, 
Myanmar, Thailand and Russia. 


WORLD 


On average, it costs £12.00 per month (and lots of prayer) to 
help a child in need. 


Regular reports of all aspects of our work in over 30 countries are contained in 
our quarterly Mission Magazine, The “NEW EVIDENCE", which is sent free of 
charge (in the British Isles) to all who request it. 

Why not send for full details of the WORLD OUTREACH Children's Ministries. 

to: David Greening, WORLD OUTREACH, 28, Trinity Street, 

DORCHESTER, Dorset, DTI 1EH 

(Registered Charity 258378) 



SHIPLAKE 

COLLEGE 

(HMC and SHMIS) 
Henley-on-Thames 
Oxon RG9 4BW 
0118 940 2455 

(Boarding and Day 
School 13-18) 


Required for September 1999 

CHAPLAIN 

Full or Part-Time 

An enthusiastic and committed person to 
develop the work of the Chaplaincy in this 
mainly boarding school. Ideally, this will be a 
full time appointment for a man or woman 
able to offer a focus for Christian unity and 
pastoral care in our busy and diverse 
community. The position will involve leading 
the worship, teaching Religious Studies and 
the more general provision for 
encouragement, understanding and 
support of all aspects of the work of the 
school in the light of the Christian gospel. 

A part-time appointment is possible but will 
necessarily focus on the requirements for 
worship and teaching. Shiplake College has 
its own salary scale and accommodation 
may be available on site. 

Application forms can be obtained from the 
Headmaster from whom further details are 
available. 

Interviews will hopefully be held during the 
first two weeks in May. 

Shiplake College is a Charitable Trust for the 
purpose of educating children. 
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The Bishop of Reading 
COME THE HOLY 
SPIRIT 

This month we shall be cele- 
brating Pentecost or 
Whitsunday, which after 
Easter is the second greatest 
festival in the Church. It is 
called Pentecost because the 
Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles on the 
50th day after Easter. It has also been called 
Whitsunday because of the white robes worn 
on that day by the newly-baptised. 

The charismatic movement has made us 
more alive to the reality of the Holy Spirit and 
the charismata, the gifts of grace given to 
each one of us. Our worship and our hymns 
reflect our reliance on the Holy Spirit to live 
our Christian lives. At nearly every confirma- 
tion we seem to sing ‘Blaze Spirit, blaze, set 
our hearts on fire’ and there can be no doubt 
that the Holy Spirit touches the lives of indi- 
viduals as well as the life of the whole Church. 

As with all good things there can be dangers. 
People or groups who believe that they have a 
‘hot line’ to the Holy Spirit can manipulate 
others and lead them astray. Today, we 
recognise the ugliness of spiritual abuse and 
the dangers associated with some new reli- 
gious movements. 

From earliest times the Church has seen the 
need to balance what is believed to be of the 
Holy Spirit with the authority of the Church. 
The former has been called charismatic and 
the latter hierarchical. Without the hierar- 
chical there is the danger of chaos, anarchy 
and division and without the charismatic 
there is the danger of rigidity, domination and 
deadness. We need both if the Church is to be 
alive to God in ministry and mission and 
united in love and truth. 

The gift of the Holy Spirit is bestowed upon 
the Church and upon each one of us for the 
building up of the body of Christ. May it set 
our hearts on fire! 

+ Dominic Reading 


COLLECT FOR WHIT SUNDAY (Pentecost) 
GOD who as at this time 
taught the hearts of your faithful people 
by sending to them the light of your 
Holy Spirit 

grant us by the same Spirit 
to have a right judgement in all things 
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort; 
through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
Saviour, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen 


1 


‘Ordination makes us feel that 
at last the Church wants us’ 


In April 1994 the first 67 women priests were ordained in the 
them was the Revd Margaret Hall who looks back on the first 


L ooking back over the five years 
since women in the Church of 
England have been ordained to 
the priesthood, ordination feels so 
natural, so much a part of my life, 
that I can hardly believe it is 
only five years. Perhaps this is 
because so many of us were 
already exercising a priestly 
ministry, and ordination sim- 
ply removed the final obstacle. 

I am also acutely aware of the 
women who went before me 
and who felt called but did not 
live to see the day. What ordi- 
nation has done is make us feel 
that at last the Church wants 
us. We no longer have to keep 
reminding ourselves that we are 
not a problem but a blessing. 

‘Now don’t become 
honorary men. Have the 
courage to use your 
particular gifts’ 

It has been fascinating over the 
years leading up to the vote, 
and since, to see people’s 
attitudes change, some gradu- 
ally, and some suddenly. I 
remember a Team Rector coming 
from an early morning service at a 
Diocesan Conference conducted by 
a woman recognising the grace and 
competence of her leadership and 
telling me, with the excitement of 
the converted, that if that was what 
women could bring to the ministry, 
he was all for it. After the vote was 
passed I visited a member of my 
own congregation whom I knew 
would find it difficult. After a long 
discussion we agreed to differ and 
she looked to other churches for 
Holy Communion. We remained 
friends. After three years she came 
to church to receive Communion 
from me and this gesture on her 
part enabled me to have the privi- 
lege of ministering to her through a 
terminal illness. Some people sim- 
ply left, others avoid me, many 
more rejoiced or humbly accepted 
the Church’s decision and found it a 
matter for rejoicing. 

A source of great sadness is that the 


Act of Synod has created permanent 
‘no go’ areas so that whole groups 
of people have no chance of experi- 
encing the ministry of women 
priests. They miss out on something 



which has brought a wholeness to 
the priesthood that was lacking 
before, men and women working 
together each with their own partic- 
ular contribution. 

Eventually the Church will 
have to decide to be whole- 
hearted in its support of 
women priests and women 
bishops 

Before we were made deacons in 
1987, 1 remember the women and 
men who had supported us over the 
years saying, ‘Now don’t become 
honorary men. Have the courage to 
use your particular gifts. Consider 
feeling as well as thinking. It is OK 
to use anecdote and story in discus- 
sion. You don’t have to worry about 
status. Inclusive language is impor- 
tant because it affects people’s 
concepts and thinking. Don’t forget 
where you have come from and the 


Oxford Diocese.Among 
five years of women priests 

importance of networks rather than 
hierarchies.’ I hope I have not for- 
gotten, and I notice that these ways 
of working have become acceptable 
and part of mainstream thinking. 
This is not just because of 
women priests, but because 
women have been taking an 
increasing role in public life 
over a long period. 

In being a vicar I have noticed 
that people assume I am more 
approachable than my male col 
leagues. ‘I feel I can talk to you’, 
they say. In fact my male col- 
leagues may be more 
approachable than I. People 
expect me to be sympathetic 
because I am a woman. The con 
verse of this is that people 
expect a man to have authority. 
I have to earn it. I have to be 
that bit firmer in chairing 
meetings and appear very sure 
in leading worship. 

It was never going to be easy. As 
an article entitled ‘The 
Professional Woman’ in the 
magazine, Leisure Hour for 
February 1902 states: ‘Women 
are wise who believe the best of 
their sex and aim at the highest 
available, but until the Millennium 
they need not expect to gather theii 
sheaves in peace in the fields that 
men have fenced and still desire to 
occupy’. The Millennium is nearly 
upon us and the Act of Synod has 
built in a permanent opposition to 
our ministry within the Church. 
Sometimes it is like working with 
millstones round our necks. 
Eventually the Church will have to 
decide to be wholehearted in its 
support of women priests and 
women bishops. Waiting can always 
be profitable but there does have to 
be an end time. 


The Revd Margaret Hall (pictured) is an 
Associate Priest in the Great Chesham 
team Ministry. She is married with a 
grown-up family and has been succes- 
sively an accredited lay worker, a 
deaconess, a deacon and a priest. 


Produce Your Own 

★Magazines ★Newsletters 
★Parish Information 

• Professionally 

• Efficiently ; 

• Economically as a Printer 

• Delivers 130 copies Per Minute 

• Operates like a Copier 

• 1,000 copies cost only £1.37 (plus paper) 

• Copies in Colour 
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Digital printer 


New und Refurbished Photocopiers 
ulwavs uiuiluhli* 


For details or demonstration phone 

01703330611 

APPLE OFFICE EQUIPMENT 

Unit 5 Vicroy House, Mountbaiten Business Centre 
Southampton S0I5 IHY 



COLLOQUIUM OF EUROPEAN PARISHES 
11-16 JULY ,1999 


Woldingham School, Caterham, Surrey 

"THE PARISH 
IN 

A MULTI-CULTURAL SOCIETY" 

A Residential Conference for all Christians involved in parish work. 

To examine how e behave as Church towards Muslims, Hindus, Jews and People of any other 
faiths who are part of our local communities. 

Do we ignore them, work with them, learn from them, convert them? 

PRIESTS, RELIGIOUS AND LAY PEOPLE FROM ALL OVER EUROPE WILL 
PARTICIPATE SO THAT WE MAY SHARE EXPERIENCES AND LEARN FROM 

EACH OTHER. 

Residential Cost: £240 

Enquiries and booking forms from: Rev. Canon Brian O'Sullivan, The Priest's House, 

Penlands Way, Steyning, West Sussex BN44 3PN 


We want to see 
the British Church 
in Retreat. 


The Wycliffe Centre is dedicated 
to helping Christians to 
"Be still and know that I am God." 

tit >. 

We would love to welcome you - 
especially families, but any group 
from 1-120. The Wycliffe Centre 
is situated close to the M40. 

tit 

For more details contact: 

Conference Manager. The Wycliffe Centre. 
Horsleys Green. High Wycombp. Bucks HP14 3XL 
Tel: 01494 482521 
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letters to the editor 


What is a 
‘Just War’? 

Bishop Harries on BBC Radio 4’s Thought for 
the Day recently, asked ‘What is a just war?’ 
Clare Short, Robin Cook and George 
Robertson sidestep. 

A year ago observers were put into Kosovo to 
prevent humanitarian evil, but three weeks 
ago they were withdrawn and none of the 
14,000 ground troops in Macedonia were sent 
to Kosovo - it was too dangerous when NATO 
started bombing, while there is little danger 
to the bombers in the air. 

Yet these brave politicians say they did not 
realise it was dangerous to make no provision 
at all for all the innocents on the ground. 
Milosevic is so evil that we have failed to 
recognise our own responsibility for creating 
a huge humanitarian disaster, which any 
school child can see is not a just war. 

Revd Patrick Phillips, Reading 
The text of the Bishop of Oxford's ‘Thought for 
the Day' on Kosovo appears on page 2 of this 
issue. Ed. 

Church is a waste of time 

All ministers and worship leaders should 
be told to read again the letters from Giles 
Godber and Tony Churcher in your April 
issue ( Letters , page 9) and to think carefully 
about their points concerning church 
attendance. 

I echo them from the small experience of 
having entered very actively into worship 
life a couple of years ago and having 
searched through several denominations 
before withdrawing completely from the 
established church this year to seek God on 
my own. Why? Because in two years of 
‘going to church’, I never once achieved any 
constructive help in spiritual progress. The 
pointlessness of it finally hit me when I 
was trying to work my way through some 
S puzzles of faith, and asked a minister 
whether he too ever questioned the mean- 
ings of what he read in the Book, or the 
procedures he followed; he replied: ‘Oh no. 


You see, I just know it’s all true’. 

At first I thought this quite charming, in a 
‘simple faith of the country parson’ kind of 
way, and then I realised it illustrated 
complete blindness of purpose, and how 
we, the average churchgoers, are regarded - 
we are just there to fill the pews, and 
accept unquestioningly whatever is recited 
at us. 

And when I mentioned that I was with- 
drawing, one person regarded as very active 
in local church life, of the kind known as 
‘badge-wearers’, answered in horror: ‘But 
you must go to church - it says so in the 
Bible!’ What a misunderstanding of what 
church is all about! Instead, I now know for 
a certain fact that when I worship alone 
and quietly lift my questions to my Father, 
He hears me, understands, and guides me 
towards answers. And f suspect that when I 
sit through a boring and inaudible church 
service, He thinks it as much a waste of a 
Christian’s time as I do. 

And it is a waste of time. Last month I 
decided that I should really go to an Easter 
service, and went to a major one in this 
town; I left after three inaudible readings 
and a muttered sermon, which arrived at 
the back half of the church like the 
murmur of traffic on a distant motor way. 
Now, can any minister really try to argue 
that this ‘going to church’ experience did 
me any spiritual good? Or do they believe 
that entrance to Heaven comes from 
having your attendance record ticked off 
every Sunday, however pathetic the services 
may be? 

May I suggest that all worship leaders think 
seriously about one observation: those of 
us who do not go to church have not lost 
faith in our Father and our Saviour. It is 
our churches we have lost faith in. 

Ian Boughton, Witney 

You will be interested to read the results of our 
survey into church attendance on pages 10 & 11 
of this issue. Ed. 


From DOOR to door 

It has been suggested that I should let you 
know what happens to my copy of The 
DOOR and any that friends pass to me. 

I keep them until I make my next trip to 
Devon to visit my 93-year old father. I read 
them during my coffee breaks, then either 
leave them in conspicuous places in the M4 
and M5 service stations, or hand them to 
people personally. One went on a coach trip 
to Ireland. 

I also cut out articles of interest and utilise 
them in letters to young people as far away 
as Australia and the USA. 

Comments from the fairly recent article on 
Mission and Maintenance were welcomed 
by a friend who is an enthusiastic clergy 
wife in South Africa. They were, at the 
time, debating the problem of spending 
money on the church building versus 
supporting good causes. The links with 
South Africa, sent out in the shape of 
actual cuttings from The DOOR, are of 
interest since they already have a link with 
a diocese in the north of England. 

It is obvious already that The DOOR 
reaches many people who are far-removed 
from the Oxford Diocese, but it was 
thought that another glimpse of its travels 
might interest you and encourage the team 
who provide such a useful paper. 

Miss L Cleife, Aylesbury 


Moving on the Millennium 

In the April DOOR Diana Good very reason- 
ably suggests that we should celebrate the 
Millennium on December 25. As by defini- 
tion Jesus was born in ADI (possibly erro- 
neously but officially) we ought, of course, 
to celebrate the 2000th anniversary of his 
birth on December 25, 2001. 

Michael Groser, Oxford 


Clergy and lay appointments 

The Revd Brendan John Bailey, assis- 
tant curate Purley, to be Rector of 
Nettlebed w Bix and Highmoor; Revd 
Geoff Borrowdale, NSM Sunningdale, 
to be stipendiary Curate St Andrew, 
Priestwood w Bracknell Team 
Ministry; the Revd Neil Bowen Davies, 
formerly Priest-in-Charge St Luke w St 
Bartholomew’s Reading, has permis- 
sion to officiate in the Oxford Diocese; 
the Revd Ray Burgess, curate, St 
Michael and St Mary Magdalene, 
Easthampstead, to be curate (with 
title Community Priest) at St Paul’s 
Wokingham; the Revd Joanne 
Elizabeth Chrich-Smith, curate St 
Michael’s Amersham on the Hill, 
beginning maternity leave at end of 
May; the Revd Andrew James Chrich- 
Smith, assistant curate, Gerrards 
Cross w Fulmer, to be chaplain, Trinity 
College, Cambridge; Revd Janet May 
Collins, staff tutor, St Albans and 
Oxford Ministry Course, to be NSM 
Team Vicar in the Langtree Team 
Ministry; Revd Neil Davies, Priest-in- 
Charge St Luke w St Bartholomew 
reading, to have permission to offici- 
ate; Revd Dr Peter Doll, assistant 
curate SS Mary and John, Oxford and 
part-time Chaplain Worcester College, 
Oxford, to be full-time chaplain 
Worcester College Oxford; Canon Eric 
Essery, formerly Vicar of 
Christchurch, Reading, has died; the 
Revd Patricia Freeth, NSM Ramsden, 
Finstock and Fawler, Leafield w 
Wychwood and Wilcote, to be Team 
Vicar in the Buxton w Purbage King 
Sterndale Team Ministry in the Derby 
Diocese; the Revd Rebecca Susan 
Harris, assistant curate, Cirencester w 
Watermoor, to be Team Vicar, Great 
Chesham Team Ministry (responsible 
for Christ Church and St Georges); the 
Revd Lynda Rose, NSM Ambrosden, to 
retire; the Revd David Yates, Team 
Rector Watling Team Valley, to leave. 


EQU 1 ( 245 - A fair price for gas for everybody. 


What is EQUIGAS? 

EQUIGAS is a fair priced gas tariff for those who care about 
their community. 

Other gas tariffs give greater benefits to direct debit and 
quarterly customers whilst charging pre-payment meter 
customers, often on the lowest incomes, a higher unit rate and 
a higher standing charge. (This was highlighted in the report 
‘Fuel Poverty in Britain’ - commissioned by the Gas Consumers 
Council.) 

EQUIGAS solves this problem. All customers pay the same unit 
price for their gas and there is no standing charge. No matter 
how you pay, you will only pay for the gas you use.This really is 
‘fair trading’ in the gas market. 

For some Direct Debit customers it may cost a little more but 
you won’t be gaining at the expense of someone less well off 
than you. Quarterly payment customers will pay a fair price and 
may see a reduction in bills (particularly low users) whilst 
pre-payment meter customers will benefit from lower prices 
and no standing charge. 

Why has EQUIGAS been developed? 

The EQUIGAS tariff has been developed by EBICo Limited, a 
company established by four members of the Oxford Diocese, 
specifically to provide a choice for consumers based on care 
for the community rather than personal gain. 

EQUIGAS is not a charity. It is a new way of using the 
competitive market to bring about change. 

EBICo believes that many people do really care for their 
community and are willing to switch to EQUIGAS because it is 
fair to all. 

How will EQUIGAS work? 

EQUIGAS offers a single unit rate and no standing 
charge for your gas supply - whatever payment method 
you choose. 

In addition, any extra income that EQUIGAS generates will be 
returned to customers in the form of a rebate. So the more 
people who join EQUIGAS, the greater the benefit for all. 

To ensure fairness, the distribution and calculation of the rebate 
will be independently audited. And you will receive a regular 
newsletter providing information on the performance of 
EQUIGAS, together with an ethical and financial report. 



Why choose EQUIGAS? 

EQUIGAS will enable the benefits of gas competition to be 
directed to those who are missing out at the moment. 

And for complete peace of mind, EBICo has arranged for your 
gas to be supplied by Southern Electric Gas, part of Southern 
Electric pic, which has the highest level of service including: 

• consistently fair pricing 

• the best safety record 

• a record as the top performer for customer service 

By choosing EQUIGAS you will be supporting EBICo’s aims of 
caring for the common good. 


How much is EQUIGAS? 

The price is 1 .638p (including VAT) per kWh of gas used, 
no matter what payment method you select. 

There is no standing charge with EQUIGAS - you will only pay 
for the gas you actually use. 

And don’t forget the rebates which are planned. 

How easy is it to change? 

Changing to EQUIGAS is easy and will involve: 

• no disruption to your gas supply 

• no new pipes and meters 

Simply call our Welcomeline free on 

0800 117 116 quoting EQUIGAS. 

We’ll send you a pack, including a simple 
application form and reply paid envelope. 
All you need to do is fill it in and return it 
to us. We’ll do the rest. 

By joining the growing number of people switching to 
EQUIGAS, you show you care. 

EQUIGAS is a change for 
the better - for all . 



For more information about EBICo visit: 

www.ebico.co.uk. 
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MILLENNIUM CANDLES!!! 


'Price's Candle-makers' (the appointed 


suppliers to HRH The Queen) are producing for 


a very limited time FIVE very special 
MILLENNIUM CANDLES 



To find out more and order these 'once in a life time' 


candles, please tel/fax 01295 690193 or visit our 
Website shop: http’V/www.xanadu-enterprise.co.uk 
email: info@xanadu-enterprise.co.uk. 


WHY WAIT 
TO FEEL GREAT! 


Discover the secret of Bioflow Healthcare 
No pills, no drugs, no medication and 
no repeat charges! 


• BIOFLOW - the only magnotherapy product 
with Central Reverse Polarity* 

• BIOFLOW - featured by national press, 
radio and television 

• BIOFLOW - used and recommended by 
doctors, physiotherapists and 
chiropractors 

• BIOFLOW - a full range of magnotherap 
products available 

• BIOFLOW - Europe's biggest selling 
magnotherapy products - the original 
and still the best! 

• BIOFLOW - often copied, never equalled 

Bioflow is a breakthrough in magnet 

technology with international patents pending and has already 

brought relief to thousands of customers all around the world. 

Ask for a free colour brochure and fact sheet now, simply call: 



Albatross Distribution 
01375 400 555 


30, Tennyson Walk, Tilbury, Essex RM 18 SDL 
INDEPENDENT DISTRIBUTOR 
All products carry a 12-month refund policy! 


♦Central reverse polarity is the subject of an international patent 
application. Bioflow is a registered Trade Mark of Ecoflow Ltd. 


PETER BURROWS 
MORTGAGE BROKERS 


WE SPECIALISE IN COMMEROAI/BUSINESS MORTGAGES/FINANCE & 
MORTGAGES FOR PROPERTY PURCHASE IN FRANCE, SPAIN, PORTUGAL 
ETC 

• Buying to let? 

• We are independent of all lenders & always act on your behalf 

• We are fully bonded (details on request) 

• Funds available from over 150 lenders 

• We offer a personal service 

• Written details on request - Information packs available 

WHATEVER YOUR REQUIREMENTS CALL US FREE NOW ON 

0800 074 2306 

WE ARE OPEN 9am to 9pm EVERY DAY 

Your hoar is at risk if you do nd keep up rfpayttrnB on i mortgage or other loan stand on < 

The snfeng equivalent of t ow habfo under a Fomgn Cunenq mortgage m 



TOO BUSY FOR GOD 


Our exclusive DOOR survey reveals that many people who claim to 
belong to The Church of England are too busy to go to church on 
Sundays. Richard Thomas analyses The DOOR’s investigation into (non) 
church attendance. Cartoons by Simon Smith 


A s promised in our March issue, 
the results of The DOOR’s sur- 
vey of church attendance in 
the Diocese have been collat- 
ed. In a Gallup poll conducted 
jointly by the Diocese of Oxford and the 
Archbishop’s Millennium Group in 1997, 
54% of the population claimed to belong 
to the Church of England, yet only around 
10% of the population are regular or occa- 
sional worshippers. Even the numbers are 
difficult to agree on. The Church of 
England has recently stopped publishing 
attendance figures because there appears 
to be a considerable discrepancy between 
our experience of attendance, and the sta- 
tistical evidence which may not be 
reflecting the true picture. 

Whatever the precise numbers show, one 
thing is clear. Of all those who claim some 
kind of allegiance to the Church of 
England, only a small proportion attend 
church regularly. The DOOR tried to dis- 
cover what we might do to encourage 
more people to worship with us. 

Armed with a grant from the 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, support 
from the Communications Department, 
and a huge gift in kind from market 
research consultant, Judy Bartkowiak, we 
designed a research process to discover 
some of the answers. 


sented on an easy-to-follow service sheet. 

2. Family services should be offered at 
times other than on Sunday mornings. 

3. Modem music has more appeal across 
the age ranges, reflects today’s culture 
and adds to the sense of worship. 

4. Sunday School needs a complete 
revamp. 

5. The church building could offer a wide 
range of daytime and evening facilities. 

6. There is a growing spiritual need not 
currently satisfied by today’s church. 

7. The church needs to focus all its atten- 
tion on the community of which it is part, 
satisfy its needs and spread the word of 
God. 

8. Barriers that may exist to attending 
church regularly could be overcome by 
clergy committed to doing so. 

9. Youth provision needs to be made in 
every church. 

10. The church could again become the 
hub of the community if it tunes into its 
needs. 


What the clergy said 

First, Judy conducted qualitative research 
with 26 members of the clergy in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, and 
Oxfordshire. They were asked why they 
thought people didn’t go to church, and 
what they thought could be done to 
improve the situation. 

From their answers, ten ‘hypotheses’ were 
developed. Working with us, Judy turned 
these into questions for a quantative sur- 
vey, and last March, 1,016 interviews were 
conducted in the Diocese. Interviewers 
were instructed to ask whether the 
respondent was a member of the Church 
of England. Exactly the same method of 
questioning was used in the Gallup sur- 
vey. Because the focus was to be on why 
many who claim to be Church of England 
don’t go to church, we limited the num- 
ber of regular churchgoers in the sample 
to 10% and concentrated on interviewing 
occasional churchgoers. 


Ten hypotheses 

We worked from these ten hypotheses: 
1. The language of the service needs to 
reflect today’s culture, be completely 
understandable by someone who has 
never been to church before and be pre- 


What the clergy said 


*We must stop being a cosy little club 
that exists purely for the benefit of 
those who go*. 


and ritual and have an openness and 
expectation that God is present*. 


You can have a close fellowship hut to 
the outsider it can be a closed fellow- 
ship*. 


‘People want to know God but they 
feel the church is hard and judgmen- 
tal and they don*t think it’s fun and 
you can’t drink. They have this percep- 
tion that we are starchy and squeaky 
dean*. 


'Church and the ethos of worship is 
light years away from how people 
live*. 


The youth are deeply spiritual and 
searching hut what they see on offer 
is nowhere near where they are at*. 


*1 think the church is seen as alien. We 
have to face the fact that language in 
the church is a turn-off, as are the 
books we use in a non-book society*. 


'People’s lack of expectation is the 
main block and a fear of asking non- 
church people to come*. 


'A much lighter touch is needed where 
dergy are less worried about form 


T think cinema recreated itself about 
10 years ago and caters for a diverse 
audience. 1 know the church should 
be about all ages together, but when 
we learn that many families don’t 
even do something as fundamental as 
eat together, then all age worship 
won’t happen*. 


Shorter services, please! 

So what kind of things would make peo- 
ple more interested in going to church? 
The cry goes up for shorter services! Given 
the choice between shorter services, and 
services at other times of the week, the 
balance swings towards shorter services. 
This is certainly true for occasional 
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Too busy on Sundays 

So what did the DOOR survey discover? 
First, that there was clearly a ‘fringe’ 
group of those who claimed to be Church 
of England but only did so for cultural 
reasons. Of the 54% who claimed to be 
Church of England, 9% claimed not to 
believe in God! But that still leaves 45% of 
the population who claim to belong to the 
Church of England, who believe in God, 
and who only come to church occasional- 
ly. Of these: 10% claimed to come more 
than once a month; 46% claimed to come 
less than once a month; 44% claimed they 
never came. 

So what’s stopping them? Perhaps it 
shouldn’t have surprised us, but we dis- 
covered that the biggest reason why 
people don’t come to church is that they 
are too busy on Sunday mornings! 

Even 35% of regular churchgoers gave this 
as their chief reason for not coming. 

Social changes have meant that there is 
huge competition for that time. Yet sur- 
prisingly, only 28% of young people aged 
14-20 are busy then. Clearly there is need 
for further thought here. How do we 
make provision for people who see 
Sunday morning as their family time? 
What patterns of worship should we be 
providing? 

At the other end of the scale, even those 
who occasionally come to church find lit- 
tle difficulty in following the services or 
recognising the hymns. Few people (7% 
overall, 6% of occasional churchgoers) did- 
n’t like the music, and even fewer blamed 
the preaching (6% overall, 8% occasional). 



lei l;i ce Si chance to start & 


Would you like a second chance? We showed peopl 
Millennium theme ‘A Chance to Start Again’. The ii 
and was preferred by some for this reason. It was al 


'I would like the chance to start again. We wc 
older and it agrees with what I think. And yo 
Christians*. 


I suppose 1 am a bit of a lost sheep as far as t 
the shepherd needs to come and find me’. 


The church can by hyper-critical of those wh 
'I just sometimes wish I could put the dock 1 
‘I think I would do things differently if I coul 


churchgoers, 29% of whom said these 
would make church attendance more 
attractive. Even regular worshippers want- 
ed to get out of church sooner (30%). 


Guest speakers a good idea 

There is a demand for a more varied diet 
of speakers. A massive 50% of regular 
churchgoers want guest speakers, whilst 
48% of occasional worshippers said that 
guest speakers would make them want to 
come to church more. Perhaps it would 
relieve the vicar too, if he only had to 
preach once a month! 

However, the thing to avoid, if we want to 
attract more occasional worshippers, is to 
hold theLService somewhere other than in 
the church building. 46% said this would 
make them less willing to come, as did 
48% of regular worshippers. We need to 
make more of our church buildings. 
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Teaching Christian basics 

Other interesting findings were that 58% 
of regular churchgoers wanted more teach- 
ing about basic Christianity (37% 
occasional, 24% non churchgoers). Another 
factor is good access with facilities for the 
disabled. Clearly, to be effective, the 
church needs to be involved in more than 
Sunday worship. Being part of the com- 
munity, and running a number of 
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community activities is vital. These kind 
of activities scored far higher than the 
more ‘spiritual’ Bible Study (26% regular, 
5% occasional) or prayer groups (24% of 
regular, 3% of occasional). As for the vicar 
visiting more often, the figures were sur- 
prisingly low: 2% regular, 1% occasional. 
The picture painted here is of a church 
with a large number of lay -led activities 
based on the social and community needs 
of local people. Even the Alpha-type cours- 
es scored low against community 
activities (26% regular, 13% occasional). 
Given a choide of one thing people like 
about their local church, the fellowship of 
other people (45% regular, 20% occasional) 
came out top, whilst community singing 
(7% regular, 21% occasional) scored highly 
with occasional worshippers. Sharing a 
time of peace, and being close to God, was 
also highly valued (24% regular, 14% occa- 
sional). As well as asking questions, we 
also used three cartoon pictures (two are 
shown on this page) to test some of the 
hypotheses. When we showed the first, a 
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Yw* don't need to opto church to be religious 


Our intemewees found this picture very easy to identify with and many argued that 
they did not need to go to churph to believe in God. Many occasional churchgoers also 
said communal singing was what they most liked about church, and that they 
enjoyed BBC TV’s Songs of Praise and often sang along to the hymns at home. These 
are some of their comments: 

‘If there is a God he doesn’t just stay in church*. 

‘Church seems like an inner circle of Holy Joes who thi n k they know best*. 

‘It’s not part of my scene at all. It seems worlds apart from my life-style’. 

‘I haven’t found a church yet where I feel I am welcomed by the congregation 
and the officials, and the type of preaching you get is usually extremely boring 
and the music of poor quality*. 


picture of a girl coming into church, we 
had a number of interesting comments 
which showed both what regular church- 
goers liked about church (fellowship) and 
what non-churchgoers disliked: being 
embarrassed, not knowing what to do, 
and feeling excluded. Comments includ- 
ed: ‘It’s quite cliquey in our church and I 
feel it might be hard to become part of 
things,’ and ‘The lonely feeling when you 
first walk in, scared you are sitting in 
someone’s special place’. 

The comments provoked by the other two 
cartoons are shown on this page. Of par- 
ticular interest was the ‘New Start’ 
picture. Our researcher commented: ‘It 
would be interesting to consider using 
this idea as the basis for an advertising 
campaign as it benefits from being inof- 
fensive yet thought-provoking. It appeals 
to all age ranges and identifies a Christian 
sentiment that everyone has the chance 
to start again. The penguin and the funny 
man with his sunglasses in the snow casts 
a friendly image of the church as 
approachable and welcoming’. 

There is a deeper message in the survey 
findings that is not, at first, apparent. A 
large number (30% of all those inter- 
viewed) were not interested in church. It 


is easy to dismiss this number with a 
shrug of the shoulders - after all, we take 
disinterest for granted. But if you look 
deeper at the figures from other parts of 
the survey, this disinterest is coupled with 
a feeling that church is no longer rele- 
vant. In short, people are not engaged by a 
church that talks a lot about beliefs, but 
appears to do little to show how those 
beliefs can make a practical difference to 
individuals and communities. 

Have we given up the 
challenge of the Gospel? 

Have we given away to para-church 
groups, and to the secular community, 
the structural care and community 
involvement that is an essential product 
of the gospel, and should we be reclaim- 
ing it as an integral part of being 
‘church? I was struck, on a visit to New 
Zealand, how the Board for Social 
Responsibility ran furniture warehouses. 
This was not only a practical example of 
the gospel in action, but gave individuals 
the chance to be involved. In short, the 
survey has challenged us to rethink what 
it means to be ‘church’. 

The Revd Richard Thomas is Communications 
Officer for the Diocese of Oxford 



Why don’t people come to church? 
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Not interested 
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Boring 
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Should churches offer other facilities? 







Suggestion 

Total 

% 

Regular 

Churchgoers 

Occasional 

Churchgoers 

Non 

Churchgoers 

Youth 

14-20 

Young adult 31-40 
21-30 
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% 
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37 

55 

45 

26 

27 

34 

38 

34 

ter 

e 

Coffee shop 
Classes eg art 

27 

41 

28 
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29 
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24 

37 
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19 
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Post Office/shop 

11 
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INVESTOR IN PEOPLE 


CHIEF EXECUTIVE 

A rare opportunity for a dynamic and 
experienced Senior Executive. 


PROSPECTS is looking for a leader who: 

• biMWogelieilCbriiliineommittidtotlifvIsiwi 
mats aid MMs of PROSPECTS; 

• is aM« to glvt stroaf protessiaMl aid splrftoil 


• has proven aad vide ranging maaagctnftftt skiRs it a saator (aval 

• pnfiniiy las axparlanca ol disability Issues and al 


is coaaaitlid to btyh giiMy, ti gi f toft y flragb fee 


PROSPECTS (formerly A Cause for Concern) is a Christian 
voluntary organisation which values and supports people with 
learning disabilities so that they live their lives to the full. It 
provides a growing number of residential and day services for adults 
with learning disabilities, and advice, training and materials for 
churches in their response to local people with learning disabilities. 

The appointment is from 1 January 2000 and based in Reading , 
Berkshire . The current Chief Executive will be retiring in March 
2000 to provide a three month overlap and induction period. 


Far aa Ms mil discussion plnsst contact Pitor Lavall, 
CbM Executive on 0110 960 1781. 

For foil Information writs to:- Psrsonmi, PROSPECTS, 
10 Elton Plies, Reading, RGI7LP. 

The dosing data tor applications is: 30 May 1999. 
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Jesuit 

Volunteer 

Community 


Ridiculously Energetic Volunteers for 
September 99 aged 18-35 

You get year long UK placements: drugs rehabilitation, learning difficulty 
projects, homeless hostels, advocacy, campaigning ... * Accommodation 
and allowance * Support and supervision 
# Alternative lifestyle living in community * Down to earth spirituality. 

Intrigued? contact 

JVC: Britain, St Wilfrid's Centre, Royce Road, Holme, Manchester MIS 5BJ 
e-mail: staffBjvc.u-nat.com Tel: 0161 226 6717 

Charity Registered Number 230165 



Prime lime 

The best is still to come 



Want to help to build up the body of Christ 
in Africa? 


THEN JOIN A PRIME TIME TEAM GOING TO 
SOUTHERN AFRICA FOR 6-8 WEEKS ON 
CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS AND MINISTRY 

Practical training and preparation given. 

Contact Prime Time, at: 

21 Alcester Road, Moseley, 
Birmingham B13 8AR 
Tel/Fax: 0121 442 4345 
e-mail: hi@reap.org 




Prime Time is a ministry of 
Reap International Ministries 
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Teenagers are hard enough 

to control when they’re yours. 
So imagine fostering one. 

Tough’s not the word. But then neither 

is ‘impossible’. Not when you receive 


full training and support, a weekly 4 


m 


•v m nut r o 

allowance, and, of course, the immense 
satisfaction of giving someone a chance 
few others would. 

To find out more, please call 01494 475294. SotialSemcesDeMmen( 


COMMUNITY EDUCATION 
in OXFORD 

Art, crafts, languages, computing, health, fitness and dance 
and much more! 

Why not try a FREE session at any class where there's a space 
available during Adult Learners Week 17-21 May. 

Or enrol on one of the five week SUMMER SPECIAL activities held 
by Cowley and Littlemore CEC in June. 

For more details or to book a place, ring: 

Cowley and Littlemore CEC Tel: 712094 
or Cumnor CEC 862009 or Headington CEC 768359 
or North & West Oxford CEC 552295 


I got on 
the right 
course 
at Plater 
College 



Former golf professional Robert Jackson, 29, will qualify as a 
Solicitor next year. *1 left the golf course for a one year 
residential course at Plater, which enabled me to get into 
University where I obtained my law degree. After that, I 
spent a year doing the Legal Practice Course and I am now 
working for a firm of solicitors in Banbury. 

From life as a golf pro to becoming a student is a big step, 
but Plater college staff are used to helping adults returning 
to study - the/ve been doing it for 77 years, and the 
government grant - it is not a loan - makes it affordable for 
most people. Every year, nearly 100 men and women are 
fortunate enough to be selected for the College. What they 
have in common is few, if any, educational qualifications, 
many have no -money, but they all are confident that they 
can do something better for themselves and for the society 
in which they live. 

Courses in Law, Economics & Politics, Social Administration, 
Theology, Pastoral Studies 

“Plater College got me on the right course . . . why not 
see what it can do for you? • just give Monica a ring on 
01865 740506, or write to: 

PLATER COLLEGE 
Catholic Adult Residential College 
Pullens Lane, Oxford 0X3 ODT 
E-mail: admissions@plater.ac.uk 
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Department of Religious Studies 
University of Newcastle upon Tyne 

MA in 
Applied 
Theology 

A taught degree programme that 
analyses contemporary social 
structures in the light of the 
Christian tradition, and looks at 
church and theology in the 
context of contemporary society. 
Full-time or Part-time 
commencing September 1999 
Details from the Secretary, 
Department of Religious 
Studies, 

University of Newcastle upon 
Tyne, Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 7RU. 

Telephone: 0191 222 6525 
or e-mail: 

H.E.Price@Newcastle.ac.uk. 


Champneys 


COLLEGE 


LEARNING FOR LIFE 

Champneys College offers full-time C1BTAC Beauty Therapy courses, 
leading to CIBESCO international qualificastions. The course includes a 
prescription Blending Aromatherapy Course. 

This unique fast-track scheme enables the student to learn a professional 
career within 11 months. We offer sponsorships and bursaries. Once 
qualified our students are offered employment at the Health Resort. 
Foundation courses are availble, part-tiome ITEC qualifications includes 
Anatomy & Physiology. 

In addition to this we have a number of CIBTAC part-time and full-time 
courses including unique to Champneys NEW HORIZONS specifically 
designed for those with family commitments. 

Also advanced graduate courses and training in holistic therapies. 

For further information and a prospectus please call us on 
01442 291333 or fax 01442 291334 

Successful Careers start at the top 
International College of Health & 
Beauty 

Wigginton, Tring, Hertfordshire HP23 6HY England 
’ (C? )) Telephone 01442 291333 FAx: 01442 291334 
e-mail: college @champneys co.uk. 



PLATER COLLEGE 


Plater College, the 
Catholic Adult 

Residential College in 
Oxford has a positive 
ecumenical policy. 
Whilst the majority of 
students are Catholic, 
each years’ student 
intake includes a num- 
ber of Christians from 
other traditions. 

The College chapel, 
the worship centre of 
the College hosts a 
regular Anglican 
Eucharist and there is 
even an Anglican 
woman priest on the 
College staff. 

Students on the one 
year residential course 
take the Higher 
Education Certificate 
following one of the 
following pathways: 
Theology, Pastoral 
Studies, Law, Politics 
and Economics or 
Social Administration. 
The certificate pro- 
vides access to univer- 
sity, and among this 
years’ students is a 
young Anglican 
woman who is taking 
the course in order to 
gain entry to a theolo- 
gy degree course to 
fulfil her amibition to 
become an Anglican 
priest. 

Former students of 
Plater College are 
found in all walks of 
life. All students gain a 
sound background in 
Christian social think- 
ing to equip them to 
serve God by serving 
the community in 
which they live. 

See our advertisement 
on this page 



EVENING AND 
DAYTIME CLASSES 

IN TETSWORTH, THAME and NOW in 
AYLESBURY 

Special classes for young puppies, beginners courses, 
covering all basics including walking on a loose lead 
and coming when called. 

Private lessons available. 

Agility for fun and competition. 

Enjoyable, relaxed training 
for both you and your dog. 

For information telephone 01 329 83381 3 


Host families 

required for combined homestay plus 
culture programme for short stay 
Japanese visitors 
We are looking for families to host our 
Japanese visitors and offer learning activities 
such as cooking, flower arranging, sightseeing, 
English conversation etc. Good remuneration. 

Please contact Kelvin Fowler, England 
Travel and Learning, 0121 687 8070 



the ace centre 


NEW TO CHIPPING NORTON! 

THE ACE CENTRE 
PAY NURSERY 

Part of the Centre of Excellence for Early 
years 

Full and part time day care for children 
0 to 5 years old. 

Wonderful outdoor play area. 

Presenting a full child centred curriculum to 
cater for your child's developmental needs. 
Come and see for yourself. 

To receive further information or arrange an 
appointment to see the new Pay Nursery 
please phone Liz on 01608 644440. 

The ACE Centre is a non-profit organisation. 
Registered Charity No: 1060208 





UNIVERSITY of OXFORD 

DEPARTMENT FOR CONTINUING EDUCATION 

Oxford University 
Summer School for Adults 

17 July-21 August 1999 

One week courses in Art History, Literature, History, Philosophy, 
Science, Film, Archaeology, Sociology, Psychology, 
Politics, Music, Creative Writing, Anthropology, Local History. 

Local History Summer School 10 July-17 July, 1999 

Contact: Anna Sandham, OUDCE, 1 Wellington Square, Oxford OX1 2JA. 
Tel: 01865 270396 (24 hours) 

Phone 01865 270360 to be sent the next prospectus for all courses 


Advertisement Feature 



The Abbey School 

Kendrick Road. Reading. RG1 5DZ. 

Preparatory and Junior Departments girls aged 4-10 years. 
Senior Department girls aged 11-18 years. 

First class opportunities for science, information technology, 
languages, music and sport. 

Telephone The Secretary now for further details 

0118 987 2256 

The Abbey School exists to educate academically able girls. 
Registered Charity no. 309115 
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Host families 

required for young foreign students 
attending English language courses in 
Reading and Newbury 
July and August 
Six day programme arranged. 
Good fees. 

Please contact: Janet Males 

Phone: (0118) 947 5293 



0% FINANCE ON SELECTED GOODS 

TOP QUALITY COMPUTERS YEAR 2000 COMPLIANT 


PRIM300 MX PENTIUM MULTIMEDIA SYSTEM 


32MB RAM DIMMS • 4.2GB EIDE Ultra DMA Hard Drive 15 SVGA Colour Monitor 
(1024x768 @75 Mhz) • 4MB 3D Graph Card 1.44 Mb Floppy Disk Drive • 36Mx CD-Rom Drive 16 
Bit 3D Sound card • 56.V90 Voice Fax Modem Internet Ready 160 Watts Speakers • Windows 95 
• Ms-Works 95 Keyboard • Mouse & Mat Mini Tower Case 


£699 inc. 


CYRIX - IBM 6X86 - INTEL ■ INTEL PENTIUM II 
STUDENT EDUCATOR PRO II I PowerSys 200010 Multimedia System 


Cyrix 6X86 PR300 MX £479.00 Intel Pentium II 333 MMX £675.00 

Cyrix 6x86 PR330 MX £499.00 Intel Pentium II 350 MMX £715.00 

Intel Pentium II 400 MMX £779.00 


INTEL PENTIUM II 

PowerSys 200020 Multimedia System 


AMD K-6 3D 333 MMX £555.00 

AMD K-6 3D 350 MMX £585.00 Intel Pentium II 350 MMX £975.00 

AMD K-6 3D 380 MMX £625.00 Intel Pentium II 400 MMX . £1059.00 

AMD K-6 3D 400 MMX £655.00 Intel Pentium II 450 MMX . . .£1125.00 

For information on any of the above systems please call 
ALL SYSTEMS CARRY FIVE YEARS GUARANTEE 
Local Delivery and Installation FREE 


AMD K-6 11 3D Pentium MMX 
MINI Office Special PRO II 


For all your upgrade networking & servicing requirements, call for FREE advice 


HIGHPROSYS COMPUTERS LTD 

Tel: 0181 221 1833 

Fax: 0181 221 1022 

66-68 HIGH ROAD, LEYTON, LONDON El 5 


Christianity in 

ry it , • 

Education 


Conference 
Kingham Hill School 

Chipping Norton 
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extra curricular evangelism 
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Speakers include: 

Ann Holt, CARE 
Rev Mark Rudall TearFund 

Saturday 22 May 1999 
10.15am to 2.30pm 

Ring 01608 658999 
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Our Link in action - Hitcham church 
comes to aid of K & K flood victims 


A t the end of last year, we received a 
fax from the Revd Priscilla Everson, 
the newly appointed priest to our 
link parish in our Link Diocese of 
Kimberley & Kuruman. She told of a flood 
that had just hit Ritchie, leaving 600 peo- 
ple homeless and asked if we could 
contact a local charity ROPE (Relief of 
Oppressed Persons Everywhere) to see if 
they could help. The congregation of St 
Mary Magdalene, Ritchie wanted to pro- 
vide 30 families who had lost everything 
with some basic necessities. The total 
needed was about Rand 9,000 (about 
£3950). 

However, ROPE revealed they could not 
immediately consider the request as they 
were fully stretched helping victims of 
Hurricane Mitch and refugees in Kosovo. 
So after a telephone consultation, the 
seven members of the St Mary’s Hitcham 
Link Group decided to take responsibility 
for working with our Link church in 
Ritchie to help the flood victims. With 


‘You must visit our country in winter - it 
is so beautiful,’ said my hostess on my 
first visit to Perm in the Urals in Russia. 

So just before Christmas last year I went 
back, spending a week in Moscow and two 
weeks in Perm. It was very beautiful but 
also very cold, but I am glad that I went. 



The official purpose of my visit was to 
give a number of lectures, some at the 
University, and some at the Lyceum (for 
16-17-year olds). It was hard but interest- 
ing work and I suspect I learned as much 
from my students as they did from me. 

One of the very striking aspects of life in 
Russia now is the contrast between the 
dismal side of life - no hot water, cut-off 
telephones, long tram journeys - and the 


the blessing of the whole church, they 
wired the funds to Ritchie via the K & K 
Diocesan Treasurer out of monies set 
aside for a possible exchange visit 
between Ritchie and Hitcham in 1999. 

Early in the New Year, during one of our 
regular telephone calls with our link 
parish, we learned that the funds had 
been used to buy iron sheeting to repair 
damaged dwellings. These homes had 
been constructed of tin, so the iron sheet- 
ing is much stronger. The North Cape of 
South Africa is now into the rainy season; 
they are praying that there will be no 
more flooding. 

Our Link with Ritchie is proving to be a 
wonderful way of walking closely with 
Christian brothers and sisters in another 
part of the world. They have enriched our 
life in many ways, but especially through 
our friendship with them, and their com- 
mitment to pray for us daily. 

Tom and Rosie Hewson 
Tom Hewson is the Team Vicar of St Mary's, Hitcham 


wonderful hospitality in people’s homes 
and their artistic appreciation, particular- 
ly in Perm, a city famous for its ballet and 
opera. 

There is a large measure of freedom of 
worship and in recent years many of the 
Russian Orthodox churches have re- 
opened as have the Catholic and 
Protestant churches, and the synagogues 
and the mosques. However, after seven 
decades of an officially atheistic creed, 
the Orthodox Church, which has long 
played an important role in Russian soci- 
ety, faces problems. Even so there are 
signs of hope everywhere - a lady who 
said she had become a believer after meet- 
ing a priest in the course of her work; a 
monastery, once used as a prison, that is 
being restored by a few faithful people on 
Saturday afternoons. 

In everyday terms, life is quite difficult 
for many people in Russia with their 
wages unpaid and their few savings 
frozen in the bank. But God came to us in 
poverty. Please remember Russia in your 
prayers. 


Philip Clayton ( pictured above right with his host 
family in Perm) is a member of St Alban’s Church, 
Cowley in Oxford. He is a Reader and the Area 
Representative for the Prison Fellowship. 


From Slough 
to Lahore 

Earlier this year, Christine Isles, a member 
of St Paul’s Church, Slough, spent a week 
in Pakistan with another member of her 
congregation, Lesley Bryant. Abandoning 
their husbands and children during the 
half term week, they flew to Lahore to 
visit their friend Lynn Masterson, a chem- 
istry teacher atThe Cathedral School in 
Lahore. Lynn works for Interserve and 
was a member of St Paul’s before leaving 
England. While they were in Lahore, the 
friends met up with Aksa Marshal and her 
family, also from their church in Slough, 
who were in Pakistan visiting relatives. 

N othing prepared me for the traffic in 
Lahore! The noise, the fumes, the con- 
stant blaring of horns and reckless driving 
was quite overwhelming. We travelled in 
tightly packed mini-buses or in Lynn’s jeep. 
Although we were only in Lahore for a week 
we managed to see the main tourist sights, 
visited several mosques and bazaars and 
met a number of Interserve personnel. 

Lynn taught each day but spent after- 
noons and evenings with us and we met 
Pakistani Christians and were invited for 
meals. The day we arrived, we were invited 
to fly kites from a family’s rooftop. It was 
the annual Basent or spring kite-flying festi- 
val and there were thousands in the sky! 

We went to Lynn’s church, St Andrew’s, 
twice, which Aksa’s sister and family also 
attend, and one day joined a church outing 
to the village of Shantinagar - in the news 
two years ago when Christian homes in the 
village were burned to the ground by a local 
mob and many were killed. Now a new 
library and centre have been built and we 
went to the dedication ceremony where we 
were joined by the Bishop of the Middle 
East, Brother Andrew (author of God's 
Smuggler ) and other dignitaries. Brother 
Andrew spoke of the Christian message of 
reconciliation and restoration and of how 
we can forgive because God has forgiven us. 

Pakistan is a land of contrasts. During 
the week, we saw beggars and people in des- 
perate poverty. But we also had meals out in 
high class restaurants and hotels. We had to 
learn a few local customs, such as not sit- 
ting next to a man on public transport; 
never crossing in front of someone while 
they are praying in a mosque, and to always 
wear a scarf. In fact, Lynn kitted us out in 
the full Asian Shalwar Kamis of trousers, 
dress and scarf which we wore all week. 

Everywhere we went people were wel- 
coming and hospitable but I know Lesley 
found some situations very intimidating. 
On our last night when we were woken to 



In their Shalwar Kamis outfits in Lahore’s 
Shali mar Gardens are (I to r): Christine 
Isles, Lynn Masterson and Lesley Bryant 


hear loud drums banging and voices out- 
side our windows, Lesley thought it was a 
riot, but Lynn said it was probably the musi- 
cians hired for a wedding celebration! 

In Slough I teach a class who are nearly 
all Asian and my visit to Pakistan has 
increased my understanding of Muslim cul- 
ture. As a Christian in Britain, it has made 
me appreciate the freedoms we have in this 
land, and I can pray with insight for the 
Christian church in Pakistan, which is per- 
secuted at times, and for the individuals we 
met who have made great sacrifices for 
their faith. And next time I pray for the safe- 
ty of Lynn and the others, I will think of 
those roads they travel on every day! 

This is a shortened version of a article in the March 
4 Koinonia ’, the magazine of St Paul’s, Church, Slough. 


Reconciliation in Rwanda 

It was in April 1 994 that the Rwanda geno- 
cide loosed its awful vengeance on the 
people of that small east African country. 
Inside six weeks up to one million people 
were butchered. Five years on Rwanda is still 
coming to terms with those events. Some will 
have to forgive acts they perpetrated; others 
will have to forgive their neighbours’ atroci- 
ties. Reconciliation is a deep and costly 
exercise for Rwandans of both ethnic groups. 

In Byumba Diocese, work among the thou- 
sands of wfdows continues and training 
schemes for both teenage boys and girls are 
being developed. An ‘African Experience’ team 
will go this summer to Byumba to help build a 
vocational training centre which will run 
courses on motor mechanics and plumbing. 
Rwanda has recently adopted English as its 
first language and the doors are wide open 
forTEFL-qualified people. Contact Richard 
Jones for more information on 01689 839764 
or email: richard@southemregion.u-netcom 

Richard Jones 

Richard Jones is Mid-Africa Ministry representative 
for the Oxford Diocese. 


Russian hospitality warms a winter visit 

Cold water, never-ending tram rides, but wonderful hospitality, Philip Clayton writes 



summT 


*J* The longest slope in England 

«i* World class international ski 
and snowboard school 

•sjs ' Ski and snowboard servicing 

* Specialist retail outlets 
Conference facilities 

* Membership available 

Team building days with 
quad bikes and more 

«*» Childrens parties and ski 
bobbing 

Orienteering 

<1* Floodlit - open daily 
1 Oam - 1 Opm 

*3> The "Summit' Cafe - bar 
serves food and beverages 
all day 


^PRESENT THIS 
VOUCHER FOR 
10% DISCOUNTS 
OFF GROUP 
r LESSONS” 


WYCOMBE SLJiVt/VilT 

England's Premier Ski and Snowboard Centre 



Set in 
9 acres of 
Beautiful 
Grounds 


'■Stp Highest Quality 24 hour 
professional nursing care 

Bedrooms - en suite, 
telephone & TV 

Nurse call & intercom 
system 

^ Automatic lifts 
^ Relaxed friendly 
atmosphere 


For further information 



TIRfD NURSING 
ASSOCIATION 


^ Day room, television 
lounge, library, sunny 
conservatories 
Excellent food, choice of 
menus, special diets 

^ Long or short stay 
accommodation 

Shopping trips, outings & 
entertainment 
Visitors always welcome 
& brochure please contact 


BURNHAM • (01628) 667345 


Parliament Lane, Burnham, Bucks 
Midway Between M4 & M40 Motorways 
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Beautiful Bathrooms 



MGC 

SERVICES 


132 West W ycombe Road 
High Wycombe, Bucks HP12 3AA 
Tel/Fax: 01494 443226. 
Mobiles: 0777 5697814 & 0374 112336 


• HEATING 

• PLUMBING 

• SWIMMING POOLS 

• ELECTRICAL 

we are a small 
eemuanw that cares 


SOUTHERN 

FENCING 

For your fencing and gate requirements. 
Fitted by professional team 
with aftercare service. 

Est. 12 years with most major builders. 
For personal survey contact John 

Tel: 01491 651054 


Seal e watcher* 

ELECTRONIC SCALE ELIMINATION 

SOLVES HARO WATER PROBLEMS! 11 
LET THE MARKET LEADER LOOK 
AFTER YOUR SYSTEM * 

■ Descales & protects entire system 

I Mo Chemicals 


■ WtdeW acclaimed bv industry 

Sutherland Partners 

Granary, Dare, Newbury, 

Berkshire RG 1 6 9SD 
Tel/Fax (0163$) 300249 








D & A 
SHEDS 




*<*/*, 



Manufacturers & Erectors of Quality 
Garden Buildings At Affordable Prices ^ 

Redwood Shiplap Garden Sheds, 

Playhouses, Summerhouses, 

Gazebos, Pergolas, Gates, Fences, 
Kennels Etc. 

Concrete/Slab Bases Supplied & Laid 

(01280) 822783 & 814087 

Visit our Showroom At: 

Nine Acres Farm, «X>v>Ol 

®<©r Water Stratford, 

Buckingham. 


Skip to B&E 



Witney (01993) 775571 
Fax: (01993) 776477 

115 Brize Norton Road, Minster Lovell, Oxon 




OUTDOOR PLAY 
• ) EQUIPMENT 

Swings, slides, climbing frames, 
goals, sandpits, kites & much, 
much more 

"Trampolines for Everyone" 

Display to try before you buy 
For further details and free catalogue 

Tel: 01295 712150 
WARKWORTH ACTIVITY TOY CENTRE 

Nr Banbury, Oxon 2 minutes from MAO jnc 1 1 
on Ovetlhorpe Kings Sutton Rood 



You are welcome to visit our showrooms and view our large 
range of bathrooms & accessories, designed to capture your 
imagination. Our friendly & knowledgeable team will be only 
too pleased to advise you, or if you wish, 
just browse at your own pace. 

We also offer a full planning and design service 

JOHN NICHOLLS 

Overlhorpe Road. Banbury Tel: 01295 222118 or 262294 
Open Mon - Fri 8.30 - 5.00 

LATE NIGHT THURSDAY TILL 6pm SATURDAY 8.30 - 3pm 


Just Slate Ltd 


SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF ALL ROOFING SLATES 
AND ASSOCIATED PRODUCTS 


Reclaimed Slates 
Chinese Slates 
Spanish Slates 
Welsh Slates 
Man Made Slates 


New & Reclaimed Ridge 
Ventilation Products 
Felt & Batten 
Nails & Fixings 
Lead 


We buy reclaimed slate, ridge & tiles on the roof 
We hold the largest slate stock in the area 


Tel. 01296-655131 Fax: 01296 655161 

Unit 6. Fleet Wayside Farm. Aylesbury. Bucks HP18 OPZ 


Oxford Sand & Gravel 

A full range of Sands, Gravels and other 
aggregates for both gardens and buildings. 

Decorative & walling stone. Topsoil. 

All available for delivery, loose or in bags, 
or for collection from Radley. 

Cement. Tuck-mix Concrete. Waste Removal 

01235 538707 

Mobile 0831 408863 
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CREATIVE TREE CARE 

Fully qualified - Full experienced 
N.P.T.C. competent. 
Reducing fort mat ive pruning. 

► Felling. Removal, Jfl 
Hedge and conifer work, 

24 hour emergency call out j 

Call for a FREE 
consultation or quotation on 

(0118) 972 1039 



AGAR STUDIOS *1 

Est 1980 

Specialist Wedding Photography 
Make Overs & Portfolios 
Location & Studio Portraiture 
An Award-Winning Company 

01491 





39 Greys Road. 
Henley-on-Thames 
Website: www.agarstudios.co.uk 
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for all your needs, contact us for quotes and 
further details 

Tel: 01494 865400 

or write to: 

Garage Doors (Central) Limited 

35-37 High Street 

Prestwood, Great Missenden, Bucks 


JSeaconstfielb 
£foeo Sc $f)oto g>ertme$ 


35 years of Filming 
Experience 

• Weddings 

» Latest fully digital video 
cameras for top quality 
results • 

The Combined Video and 
. Photo Service Video - 1 or 2 
Camera Service Available. 
Photography - quick and 
efficient expert and discreet 
operators 


01628 533004 


Studio - Sherwood House, 
Cores End Road, Bourne End 




All household antiques 
and new/ used furniture. 
WANTED! Militaria - 
medals/ badges/ swords 
etc. 

Pan or whole collections 
purchased 
CASH PAID 

MIKE OLIVER 

House clearances undertaken. 
Please telephone 

01865 749729 


HAWAII 

MAUI 

Secluded luxury 
apartments. Ocean 
front paradise. 
Individual travel itin- 
erary. 

From £470 
per week 

Tel. 01273 390227 



JVVATSON FLOORMATS 

On dirty wet days do you put down a towel 
on the floor for your 'best friends' paws? 

Our SUPE R DIR T BARR IE R £,* • 

MAT may be the answer 

• 100% absorbent cotton heavy pile mat. Stops pawpnnts 
and footprints at the door • Anti-slip, machine washable, 
lots of colours and sizes e g. 80cmx50cm £15.95 75cm x £ 

100cm £29.95. 75cm x 150cm £39.95 • Lots of other 
sizes available • P&P is FAST & FREE 

For tampto and information, phono, writo or Fax 

ft Tel/Fax 01924 499778 .«*, 

v Uvecsedge Mil. HuddereheU Fid Banyeford Mrfleld W Yodtshra WI4 9CX} 4» 
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HADDENHAM CARPETS 


FREE estimates • FREE fitting 


Haddenliam 

Princes 

Warehouse. 

Shop. 

Risborough. 

Unit 17 Park 

Churchway, 

59 Woodfield 

Street ind. 

Haddenliam 

Road, Princes 

Estate 01296 

OlBii 291591 

Kisho rough 

392457 

0|H‘ii 6 days 

0183m 343809 

Open 7 days 

9.30am - Spin, 

Open 6 days 

Monthly - Friday 

Closed Sunday 

9am - Spin 
Closed Sunday 

9am - Spm 
Saturday 9am - 
3pm, Sunday 
10am - 1pm 
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Conservation, Restoration of 
Furniture, Clocks <S: Objets d’arl 


Colin Piper 

CONSERVATION 

• Boulle • Marquetry • Carving • Ormolu • 

• Gilding • Lacquer • japanning • 

• Turning • Painted Finishes • 

• Marble & Pietre Dure • 

• Veneer Work • Consultancy • 
HIGHFIELD HOUSE, THE GREENS, LEAFIELD 
WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 0X8 5NP 
Telephone 01993 878593 
• 

This workshop/studio is included on the register maintained «y the 

CONSERVATION UNIT Of THE MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES COMMISSION 


EVENLODE 

PDE&S 



6TATIONEQY, CABD6. 
PAPEC PEODUCT6 

Avenue One, Station Lane, WITNEY 
Tel: 01993 771277 


GARDES 

We invite you to visit our 

Specialist Nurseries 

Over 500 varieties of 
Hardy Garden Plants 

OPEN - Monday to Saturday 8am to 5pm 

Also Open May Day and 
Spring Bank Holidays 
Sherborne, Glos. 

One mile north of the A40 between 
Northleach and Burford. 


Telephone: 

LjL’-. ' - - — — 








01451 

844522 



S outhern 

•a, 

services 

Unit 5 Moorwards Farm, 
Slough Road, Iver Heath SL0 0DZ 
01895 238248 
7am - 7pm 

On producing this advert we will 
donate £5 to Comic Relief for 
EVERY SKIP HIRED 


Select 
Windows 



Give your home a beautiful new outlook . . . 
with a wide range of safe, secure windows, 
doors, patio doors and conservatories 

Unit 15, TF Smith Buildings 
154 Newland, Witney 

Telephone: (01993) 773880 
Fax: (01993) 771881 



Kingston Wrought Iron 

Tel & Fax 01865-821950 

Unit S33A, Rectory Lane, 
Kingston Bagpuize 

"" Abingdon, Oxon 0X13 5AS 

COMMISSIONS UNDERTAKEN 

ALL ITEMS MADE TO ORDER 
NO MASS PRODUCTION 


Tom Ricketts 

NATIONAL UNDER 25 
BLACKSMITH OF THE YEAR 1997 






HOODS 

The Banbury Ironmongers 

We specialise in all types of garden equipment & materials 
Hoods pride themselves on upholding an 
extensive range of 
• Composts * Seeds * Fertilisers 
• Garden Tools * Pesticides * Watering 
* Weed Killer Equipment 
Remember we're local 

YOU CAN COUNT ON US 

35 Bridge Street, Banbury, Oxon. OX16 8QA. 

Telephone: 01295 262875 — M 



National 

Ota THE WINSLOW G Q^ n 

737 PLANT SALE T ° ke " s 

Open Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
EVERY WEEKEND 

at Winslow Cattle Market, 9.00am-5.00pm 

Offering quality, value and choice through a wide selection of 
Plants, Trees, Shrubs, Seasonal Bedding, Terracotta Pots, Willow 
Hurdles and Arches, Clipped Box and Bay Trees always available, 
also at GAWCOTT PLANT CENTRE & TREE NURSERIES 
Hillesden Road. Gawcott, Buckingham MKI8 4JF 
Open 10.30am-5.00pm Tuesday - Sunday. Tel: 01280 821949 


Si 


ACE CARPETS 

01494 448737 

All major manufacturers 
carpets supplied 
and fitted 

Over 100 roll ends and remnants 
in stock 


WORTON FARMS LTD 


CASSINGTON, OXFORD 


irftwL k'ot 

Recycled /organic 

Soil Improving Compost, 
Mulches & Top Soil 

PHONE 

01865 882644 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
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Mourning the future 
mourning the past 

Bereavement without Death by Fran Francis (Bank House 
Books, £7.99) opens with an excellent chapter on grief 
and looks at its effects in considerable detail and with 
sensitivity. Fran Francis explains that there are worse 
things than death, and she goes on to discuss these 
issues in subsequent chapters. 

These cover some of the traumatic things that happen 
to ordinary people, often through no fault of their own. 
There are chapters on having a child with special needs 
(which is Fran Francis’ particular experience); marriage 
failure through adultery or desertion; having a relative 
who suffers from Alzheimer’s Disease - looking particu- 
larly at the difficult early stages - and having a child 
who is homosexual, or the effects of having a serious 
offender in the family. 

The family is central to the book and four chapters are 
taken up looking at the effects that these personal 
tragedies have on other relatives, friends and neigh- 
bours. Fran Francis explains that everyone has different 
needs to be met as they hear the news. She highlights 
the pressure and conflicts created both internally and 
between people by these different bereavements. The 
effects can be enormous and can change attitudes to 
other family members for better or for worse. 

Feelings of jealousy and loss of security are also raised, 
showing that there is a real need to talk and express 
both positive and negative feelings so that adjustments 
can be made to a new situation and attitudes and 
behaviour can be changed if necessary. 

Fran Francis writes with a real understanding of the 
pain of each predicament and the conflicts and feelings 
they may arouse. She is caring and looks for support 
and comfort for those involved. At times she is repeti- 
tive, but she is practical and writes with a depth of 
experience. 

The book would be greatly enhanced with an index and 
an appropriate list of some of the relevant national 
helping agencies. She does mention ‘help’ but gives no 
names and only a few suggestions of therapy or coun- 
selling. The use of these facilities would give places 
where private and personal difficult issues could be 
talked through with a professional in complete confi- 
dence. 

This is clearly not a particularly Christian book - God is 
only mentioned as a possible focus for anger. The ethos 
rather, is pastoral, person-centred and faces painful 
realities. It also encourages the need for forgiveness in 
due time, the essential letting-go and moving-on in life 
in a new way after working with the pain. 

I found it useful reading and it widened my concepts 
on this whole theme. 


Doris Swinbank 

Doris Swinbank is a lay reader in the Diocese, a counsellor, is on 
Diocesan Synod, and has a particular interest in pastoral care. 



Children's stories 
that stand the 
test of time 

Who laid the Cornerstone of the World? Great stories 
from the Bible (Lion, £10.99) is a gem of a book. Local 
author, Ann Pilling, has carefully retold eleven sto- 
ries from the Old and New Testaments for children. 
Each has been chosen because it answers a basic 
question such as ‘What happens when we die?’ or 
‘Why do bad things happen to good people?’ 

In her introduction, Ann says that she has tried 
to preserve the beauty of the seventeenth century 
Bible translations ‘that is so much part of our her- 
itage*. And this she has done. In an age where so 
much is ‘dumbed down*, her writing and Helen 
Cann’s illustrations, have a rare clarity and dignity. 
Most important of all this book radiates a deep 
faith in a God of mercy and grace who laid and 
upholds the cornerstone of the world. 

CZ 


A Liturgy for Animal Burial 

Holy Father, your Son Jesus Christ 
taught us that not one sparrow 
is forgotten in your sight; 
we ask you now to remember 
our friend and companion (name) 
whose life was blessed 
by the gift of your Spirit 
and whose life among us 
on earth has ended. 

Receive now we pray the 
life of (name) which we commit 
into your hands. 

Take pity, dear Lord, on this inno- 
cent creature whose life, like ours, 
was burdened with suffering and 
pain, and grant us with him/her a 
share in your eternal kingdom. 
Eternal Father, we know that noth- 
ing can finally separate us from 
those we love 

and that in another place and 
another time we shall be reunited 
with all those earthly faces 
whom we have loved and for whom 
we now mourn. 

We ask these prayers through Jesus 
Christ your Son, our Lord. Amen. 

From Animal Rites (SCM Press , £9.95) 
by the Revd Professor Andrew Linzey 
who first wrote an order of service for 
animal welfare over 20 years ago. 


Growing up is so hard to do 

Most of us can remember the problems of growing up. When emo- 
tional needs are not met, and problems mount up, development of 
young people can be undermined. With difficult home relationships 
and low self-esteem, it is easy for them to drift towards anti-social, 
even criminal, behaviour. 

Brian Breacher, who worships at the Church of Christ the 
Cornerstone in Milton Keynes, has some positive answers to this situ- 
ation. He has set up the Milton Keynes Young People’s Befriender 
Scheme. It provides ‘mentors’ and ‘befrienders’ to offer support, 
advice and encouragement to young people struggling to cope with 
personal or home-based problems, or on the fringes of criminality. 

His booklet Awareness for Parents, Mentors and Carers , outlines the 
role of a befriender. It offers exercises, advice and the recorded expe- 
rience of professionals to help adults to become aware of the needs 
of young people and learn to help them address them. The commit- 
ment of a non-judgmental adult who will listen, spend time with 
them and help to develop social skills is a revelation. The need to be 
aware of the culture in which our young people live, to help them 
set boundaries and standards is a new experience for adults too. 

The booklet then addresses the need for strategies to help young- 
sters to plan ahead, make choices and develop responsibility: ‘A 
relationship is offered, to refresh and brighten their outlook. To 
help them feel valued and confident about being the person they 
happen to be*. 

There is some repetition of advice, but this means each section 
can stand alone. It is a good basic manual for all who are interested 
in befriending. 

Jo Saunders 

Jo Saunders is Social Responsibility Officer for the Oxford Diocese. 

Awareness for Parents, Mentors and Carers is available from Brian Breacher, P0 
Box 246, Bradwell Common, Milton Keynes MK13 8HW. Price £ 4.90 + 86p p&p. 
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Women for Women 

Three Countries Challenge 

Jordan Egypt 


Israel 


Ql : F. ES- 
CHAR LOTTE'S 
APPEAL 


A women-only cycle ride 
finishing with a trek up 
Mount Sinai to raise funds 
for Queen Charlotte’s 
Appeal. 

“The success of this 
appeal will improve the 
health of women and 
babies locally, nationally 
and internationally” 

Professor 
Lord Winston, 
Appeal Chairman 


TELEPHONE 

01590 612227 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION AND AN APPLICA- 
TION FORM 

Reg. Charity No. 292518 



LANDSCAPES 

~ UNLIMITED ~ 

Qualified and Experienced in All Aspects of 
Landscape Construction and Tree Surgery 
FREE QUOTATION AND ADVISORY SERVICE 
(01344) 772425 or (0831) 605643 Mobile 

Certificate of Horticulture RHS Wisley 



MODERN MUSIC 

ABINGDON READING BA5INGST0KE 

The newly appointed exclusive dealer 
for the entire Oxford diocese for 

JOHANNUS ORGANS 

instruments for Church and Home 

The most advanced digital organs incorporating 
English samples. The range begins with 


OPUS I 

Single manual instrument 
with 20 digital sampled 
voices, 7 factory pre-sets, 
7 user pre-sets, melodic 
bass and single finger 
chords. Powerful built-in 
amplifiers and speakers 
with reverb 

£1,995 inc VAT 


OPUS 5 

Twin manual instrument 
with 32 note pedalboard, 
19 digital sampled voices, 
7 factory pre-sets, 7 user 
pre-sets, powerful built-in 
amplifiers and speakers 
with re-verb and line-out for 
optional external speakers 

£4,250 inc VAT 


FOR FREE ADVISORY SERVICE, BROCHURES 
AND FREE SAMPLE CDs CONTACT: 

Modern Music Centre 
120-122 Broad Street Mall, 
Reading RC1 70 A 
Tel: 0118 958 1320 
Pax: 0118 959 7942 
e-mail:sales@modmusic.demon.co.uk 
http://www.modern-music.co.uk 


AUTHORS 

Let us publish your book 
Most subjects considered 
including. Religion 
Biography, Children’s stories 
Poems, Fiction and First Books. 

AVON BOOKS (W) 

1 Dovedale Studios 
465 Battersea, Park Road 
London SW 11 4LR 


ALOE VERA AND 
NATURAL PRODUCTS 

For an effective answer to skin 
disorders, arthritis and 
rheumatism, period pains and 
menopause, cardio-vascular 
and digestive problems, weight 
management, stress and 
fatigue and cosmetic needs. 
Ring: 0181 392 9517 
0181 338 9478 


ITCew Author^! 


Publishing Service - ♦ 

Marketing A vail able UK/Eire , 
ALL TYPES OF MATERIAL I 
CONSIDERED - $ 

REASONABLE TERMS 
GREENWAY PRESS 
Tempo House, 18 Falcon Road * 
|^^wSWV2PJ0181 684 0 
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ST ANDREWS BOOKSHOPS presents 

EVANGELISM INTO 
THE 21ST CENTURY 

SATURDAY 3rd JULY 
Broadway Baptist Church, Chesham 
Cost £10.00 includes lunch & refreshments 

A day of insightful teaching and practical seminars on evangelism at the turn of the 
millennium. Ideal for anyone involved in outreach in the local church. The day will 
cover the following areas: 

• Today's culture and the unchurched view of the church 

• How are people becoming Christians today 

• How to use the creative arts in outreach 

• How to disciple new believers 

The day will have two streams. Firstly, a series of practical seminars on how to use 
the arts in outreach run by Chrysalis. Secondly, teaching on evangelism by the 
Bishop of Buckingham, The Right Revd Michael Hill and Stuart Pascal. 

MIKE HILL STUART PASCAL 

Mike Hill, the Bishop of Buckingham, Stuart Pascal has been Director of Evangelism 


has been involved at the forefront of the 
UK Seeker Service Movement and has 
written Reaching the Unchurched. His 
insights in this area will be very practi- 
cal and helpful. 


Studies at Moorland Bible College and a 
Director of the Saltmine Trust. Stuart is 
currently on the Evangelical Alliance Council 
of reference and has teaching and leadership 
input into Spring Harvest 


BOOKING FORMS CAN BF PICKED UP FROM ANY 
ST ANDREWS BOOKSHOP OR FROM THE CHRYSALIS 
ARTS TRUST BY PHONING 01494 865501 
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GOLDEN 

CHARTER 


WORRIED ABOUT 
FUNERAL COSTS? 


Many people prefer to pay now for the guaranteed 
service of their choice. 

You money is secured in an independent trust fund. 

HERITAGE & SONS 

109 OXFORD ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
BUCKS, HP11 2DNTEL0I494 525315 
Prices from £ 1,060 including disbursements 


PLEASE CALL FOR DETAILS • NO VISIT NECESSARY 


Conservation/Restoration of 
Furniture, Clocks & Objets d'art 


Colin Piper 

CONSERVATION 

• Boulle • Marquetry • Carving • Ormolu • 

• Gilding • Lacquer • Japanning • 

• Turning • Painted Finishes • 

• Marble & Pietre Dure • 

• Veneer Work • Consultancy • 

HIGHFIELD HOUSE, THE GREENS, LEAFIELD 
WITNEY, OXFORDSHIRE 0X8 5NP 
Telephone 01993 878593 

• 

This wowcsHoe/sTuoio is inciudcd on the uciste* maintained by thi 

CONSERVATION UNIT Of THE MUSEUMS AND GAUEtlES COMMISSION 




GOLDEN CHARTER 

^ Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 


The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


Is your local funeral director SAIF? 


In the text 
supporting this 
feature you will see 
how important it is 
to plan for the 
future. 

It is the sort of thing 
that since you were 
small you have heard 
from your parents, 
your teachers and 
now the government. 

Depending on your 
age it is often 
something that is not 
met with enthusiasm 
and because of the 
subject - death - let's 
face it, it is not a 
comfortable topic for 
discussion. 

Only when it 
touches you 

personally do you 


have to face it. 
Eventually it is the 
only thing that is 
guaranteed in life, but 
now you can 
guarantee one other 
thing and that is the 
arrangements and 
costs of your funeral 
so that at the time, it 
is one less burden to 
be considered. 



TARA 

Classic Cars 


BOOKINGS STILL TAKEN FOR 1998 


We are the only Catholic Carriage masters in this area serving 
the funeral profession. 

Although small, we are known as the premier turn out. 

All Daimler matching limousines. Chauffeur driven. 

Established 1959 

2 The Croft, Harwell, Didcot, Oxon 0X11 OED 

Proprietors: Pat and Annie Furlong 
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(01235) 834151 


For Funerals , Weddings and other occasions 


SAIF, the Society of 
Allied and 

Independent Funeral 
Directors, is the 


leading nationally 
recognised trade 
association for 
independent funeral 
directors. 

That is to say only 
independent funeral 
directors. You know, 
the ones in your 
village or town who 
in the majority of 
cases have been 
around for 

generations. These 
firms who have been 
quietly and with 
dignity supporting 
your community, 
carry out their duties 
and are on call 24 
hours a day. 

SAIF is very clear 
in its aims and 
objectives and has 
been campaigning 
vigorously to protect 
the role of 
independent funeral 
directors in the face 


cruse 


- berea' 



Oxford Cruse offers help to ALL 
bereaved people, whatever their age, sex, 
culture, religious belief or ethnic origin. 
Telephone, write or call in 
Wesley Memorial Hall, 

New Inn Hall Street, Oxford Tel: 245398 
Office: Monday to Friday 10am - 2pm 
Saturday 10am - 12pm 


of national and multi- 
national 
organisations. 
Equally, SAIF has 
been at the forefront 
of fighting for 
consumer rights so 
that the public has a 
fair deal, whether it 
be on issues of cost, 
transparency of 

ownership, standards 
of practice or 
freedom of choice. 

Did you know, 
every independent 
funeral director who 
is a member of SAIF 
is automatically 
covered by the 
Funeral Ombudsman 
Scheme? If you didn't 
know, the 

Ombudsman is there 
in the event of a 
complaint and he can 
adjudicate on this. 
But you can only use 
his services if the 
funeral firm is 
covered by the FOS. 
SAIF joined the FOS 
to show the public its 
confidence in its 


THE HAMELIN CHRISTIAN 
HEALING CENTRE 

An opportunity to receive 
Healing Ministry on a residential 
basis, incorporating a full range 
of Natural Healing treatments by 
Christian Practitioners 
For details apply 
Link Ministries 
20 Penfold Road 
Clacton on Sea C015 1JN 
01255 474456 

Charity No 1057030 


R. C. Smallbone 

(Newbury) Ltd., 

FUNERAL 


37 Pound Street, Newbury, 
Berkshire. RG14 6AE. 


.O I 


3? Tel: 01635 40536 
Fax: 01635 580783 



EDWARD CARTER 

Funeral Directors 




m 


' 24 hour service 

VlpOMfASSiON 

I DEDICATED 

CHAPEL OF REST 
A private, family business, upholding the tradi- 
tional values of dignity and respect 
Pre-paid funeral plan 
1 07 South Avenue, Abingdon 
0X14 IQS 

(01235) 528293/520958 
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FUNERAL SERVICES 

Chapel Lodge, 21 Corbett Road, Carterton, Oxon 

01993 842421 
Also (01993) 702123 


A 


IS YOUR 
LOCAL 
FUNERAL 
DIRECTOR 

SAIF? 


If they display the logo of The 
National Society of Allied and 
Independent Funeral Directors 
you can be sure the answer is YES. 
The local SAIF Funeral Directors within 
this feature guarantee that they are 
independently owned and 
adhere to a strict code of 
practice regulated by the 
Funeral Ombudsman. 


MS 

> unenl OrtudsmM Scheme 
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The Assurance of 
Care and Trust 

SAIF National Office 0171 267 6777 e-mail: inro@saif.org.uk 


SAWYER FUNERAL 
SERVICE 

32 WEST STREET, MARLOW 

Telephone: 

Marlow 483331 

Private Chapels of Rest 
A Family Business Rolls-Royce Fleet 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


members and the 
high standards they 
work to. 

Perhaps a funeral 
firm is not the sort of 
place you would 
normally visit but 
you may well be 
surprised at how 
much you can learn 
for the future. The 
people there are like 
you, except they are 
experts in one 
particular area of 
business. They can 
help, advise and 
guide you. Give 
answers to what may 
even seem absurd 
questions. 



The difference is, if 
you do it now you 
don't have the 
crushing emotional 
burden at the time of 
need; it is taken care 
of. Making provision 
now while your head 
and heart is clear is 


so much easier, be it 
for yourself, your 
partner or family 
member. The other 
thing of course, is by 
paying now, your 
‘investment’ to use 
an incorrect term, is 
better value than a 
savings account or 
perhaps many years 
of life insurance 
premiums. So think 
about it carefully. 

The key to this is 
select a good plan 
and a good firm. 
SAIF members up 
and down the country 
all provide Golden 
Charter information, 
the reason they do is 
that they and SAIF 
belief it is the best 
value for money with 
total freedom of 
choice carried out to 
the very highest 
standards. 

So, whatever you 
do, look out for the 
SAIF logos which 
indicate the firm is a 
member of SAIF and 
close by, you will see 
the logos for the 
Funeral Ombudsman 
Service (FOS) and 
Golden Charter. 
Remember, not all 
funeral directors are 
SAIF! 


SrrrantB 18 rotors 

iFtmmtl StmrtnrB 

108 Oxford Street 
Woodstock 

Oxfordshire 0X20 1TX 
Telephone: 01993 811491 
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Independent Funeral Directors and Monumental Masons 
A family run business established in 1961 

ALL UNDER ONE ROOF 

• Funeral Service • Private Chapels of Rest 

• Stonemasons worksho for memorials 

• The Flower Girl floral workshop 

• Golden Charter pre-paid t 

funeral plans discussed with gg) 

no obligation ^00? 

m 

s 

£ 

380 Worting Road, Basingstoke, Hants RG22 5DZ 
Tel: 01256 323165 

• \ *■ 1 


®. TL. Hancock 


r 

Funeral Directors 

' 24 hour compassionate service - Family business 

'Our family serving your family' 

Private Chapel of Rest 

Telephone: 01869 340456 or 01993 812500 
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GOLDEN CHARTER 

^ Pre-Paid Funeral Plans 



The caring approach to a sensitive subject 


The Caring Approach to a Sensitive Subject 


GOLDEN 

CHARTER 


Like everything 
else the cost of a 
funeral increases 
year after year. 
Due to the 
diminishing 
availability of 
burial space and 
the need by 
crematoria to meet 
stringent new EC 
regulations, 
combined with 
increased fees for 
doctors and clergy, 
funeral costs have 
increased ahead of 
inflation. 

The average price 
of a simple funeral 
in the UK is now 
*£1,657 for burial 
and £1,101 for 
cremation. 

During the two 
year period 1996-98 
the average cost 
rose by 7.5% for 
cremation and 8.8% 
for burial whereas 


the Retail Price 
Index only rose by 
6.2% over the same 
period. 

So it is now 
surprising that over 

250.000 people in 

the UK have now 
planned and paid for 
theiT funerals in 

advance. By doing 
so they have 

demonstrated their 
thoughtfulness and 
care for their family 
and friends by 

removing not only 
the burden of 

funeral costs but 
also easing the 

stress of making the 
arrangements. 

Many of them did 
so through Golden 
Charter, a British 
company, and 
Britain's largest 
funeral planning 
network. Around 

2.000 locally owned 


MONUMENTAL MASONS 

• Quality memorials supplied and erected 
• Hand carved lettering a speciality 
• Existing memorials renovated 
• Personal design service 
GRANITE - MARBLE - STONE 
HAND CRAFTED QUALITY WORK 

ABINGDON 01235 520617 FAX: 530739 
EVENINGS: 01235 848335 
161A OAK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 0X14 5DL 


A. L W/UMR 

& Son Limited 

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Golden Charter Funeral Planner of the Year 

Contact one of the foUowing offices to obtain 
help and advice or a copy of the Golden 
Charter brochure. 

Eldon House, 36 Eldon Road, Reading. Tel: 0118 957 3650 
Ellen Lodge, 157 Binfield Road, Bracknell. Tel 01344 303707. 
Blyth House, 158 Reading Road, Henley. Tel: 01491 413434. 


Est Before 1879 

TOMALIN & SON 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Your local Henley Independent Funeral Service 
Anderson House, 38 Reading Road, Henley-on-Thames 

GOLDEN CHARTER 

Pre paid Funeral Plans 
* r “t 


Telephone: (01491) - 573370 


and run independent 
funeral directors 
throughout the UK 
now choose to 
recommend Golden 
Charter to their 
clients. 


the client has 
selected unless the 
plan details are 
changed. 

This is not the case 
with some plans on 
the market, so be 
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Why ...? Because 
Golden Charter is 
the only plan that 
allows the client to 
cover all the costs 
related to the 
funeral. This means 
that the funeral 
director can 

guarantee the family 
will never be asked 
to pay more money 
for the arrangements 


sure to check 
exactly what is 
covered if you are 
shopping around. 

Also, make sure 
that you can select 
and use the local 
funeral director of 
your choice. Some 
plans restrict your 
choice by 

nominating a firm 
owned by the plan's 


parent company. 

You can 

personalise any of 
Golden Charter's 
four plans to suit 
your own 

requirements 
through their unique 
Select Reserve 
option. 

It is important to 
distinguish between 
a pre-paid funeral 
plan and the funeral 
expenses policies 
offered by insurance 
companies. Such 
policies do not 
guarantee to fully 
cover the costs of 
the funeral and if 
you are in 

reasonable health 
the sum paid out to 
the family could 
easily be less than 
the amount you 
have paid in 

premium. 


Golden Charter 
even ensure that the 
thoughtfulness you 
show in purchasing 
a plan is 
remembered for 

many years to come. 
Through an 

exclusive 
arrangement with 
the Woodland Trust 
a tree is planted on 
your behalf in one 
of the Trust’s 

woodland sites. A 
living legacy for 
future generations to 
enjoy. 

Golden Charter are 
the only plans 

recommended by 
the Society of Allied 
and Independent 
Funeral Directors 
(SAIF). 

NATIONAL 
HELPLINE 0800 
833800. 


Sole 


Funeral Service 

Personal Service from a Qualified Funeral 
Director. Memorials designed and supplied 
to any area from our brochure. 
Bidstone Close, Over Norton, Chipping Norton, 
Oxon 0X7 5PP 

Tel: 01608 644112 - any hour 


,d 


CARING FUNERAL 
SERVICES 

S & R CHILDS 

69 LONDON ROAD, HEADINGTON 
We are a privately owned family 
business which offers a personal 
24-hour service to all clients. 

Tel: SANDRA HOMEWOOD (nee Childs) 

(01865) 427272 

You 'll notice the 
difference 



ARNOLD FUNERAL 
SERVICE 

K. Y. GREEN 

Funeral Directors 

29 Cambridge Street, Aylesbury 

Aylesbury (01296) 482041 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

Golden Charter Funeral Pre-payment Plan 
ggygp Established 200 years 

§§3 Still a Real Family Business 'SStf* 

Private Chapel of Rest at Marsh Road, Little Kimble 

Caring family business 

PREPAYMENT FUNERAL PLAN 
AVAILABLE 

891 London Road, High Wycombe 

(01494) 472572 

38 Oak End Way, Gerrards Cross 

(01753) 891892 

24 HOUR SERVICE 

w 


SURMAN & HORWOOD 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
24 HOUR SERVICE 
MONUMENTAL STONEMASONS 

Incorporating The Funeral Department 
of Hobbs & Castle of Watlington 
PRIVATE FAMILY RUN BUSINESS 
The Green Crowell 25 High Street 

Chinnor Princes Risborough 

(01844) 351323 oSS- (01844) 274842 

!4 noun 


All numbers offer a 24 hour emergency service 


HOWARD CHADWICK 
FUNERAL SERVICE 

A caring family-owned and managed 
Funeral Directors 

.otn^ Private Chapel of Rest 

24 hour personal attention 
Monumental Stone Masons 
Clockhouse Cottage Benson Lane 
Crowmarsh, Wallingford 
Telephone 01491 825222 









CARDINAL HOUSE 

5 PARK ROAD SIC ROUND WELL RD BREWERY ST 


FAKINGDON 
01367 240572 


SWINDON 
01793 433844 

24 HOUR SERVICE 


HIGHWORTH 
01793 764664 


Camp Hopson 

Incorporating Arthur Olivers 

Independent 
Family Funeral Directors 

offers a personal & complete 24 hour service 

■ Private Chapel of Rest 

■ National X- International Funerals Arranged 

■ Golden Charter Pre-Pakl Funeral Plans 

■ I lorse Drawn I learse available 

■ Arrangements can lx* made in your home 

.1 k'ltilx’is (tf: Society of Allied & Independent Funeral Directors. 
Funeral Omlxidsnun Scheme & National Association of Funeral Directors 

Thatcham: 871692 Highclere: 253509 
Hunger ford: 686511 Chieveley: 247462 

NEWBURY: 522210 

90 West Street, Newbury, Berkshire RG14 1HA 



Abbey View Funeral Home 



GOLDHN CJJARTER 

Pre-Paid Funeral Plan 


INDEPENDENT FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

24 HOUR PERSONAL SERVICE, PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
CARE. COMPASSION. EXCELLENCE 
Golden Charter pre-paid and instalment plans available to suit your needs all under the supervision of Ian Bailey 

BASINGSTOKE 01256 851231 

Shothanger Bam, Kmgsclere Road (A339), Wootton St Lawrence. Basingstoke, Hants RG23 8TH 
FUNERAL ARRANGEMENTS MADE IN THE PRIVACY OF YOUR OWN HOME OR AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS 
ALSO AT: 31 Chapel St., Thatcham. Berks RG18 4JP Tel: THATCHAM 01635 860866 



There comes a time when it’s natural to 
consider your own funeral... to think about 
loved ones and what to leave them. Not the 
burden of funeral costs, obviously. Or the 
ordeal of deciding on the arrangements. 

Golden Charter funeral plans give you 
total peace of mind. Here’s why they are 
recommended by around 2000 local 
independent funeral directors - companies 
that care deeply about their clients. 

• A Golden Charter plan enables you to 
cover every possible cost in advance. 
Therefore the funeral director can 
guarantee that he or she will not have to ask 
bereaved relatives for extra payment for the 
arrangements selected. Other funeral plans 
do not necessarily meet all expenses. 


• Golden Charter gives you freedom to 
choose your funeral director. 

• With Golden Charter you may 
personalise your plan any way you wish. 

No other funeral plan has such a 
combination of benefits for you and your 
loved ones. 

If you’d like to know more, 
telephone any of the Golden Charter 
funeral directors advertising within 
this feature or complete and send the 
coupon to them. Alternatively, you 
may send it to: Freepost, Golden 
Charter, or call us free on: 

0800 833 800 


REQUIRED 
To: Freepost 
Golden Charter 


Please send me your Golden Charter brochure with prices. 

Mr/Mrs/Ms Initial: Surname: 

Address: 


— 

TD0599 


Postcode: 


Tel no: 


MEMBER OF THE 


FUNERAL PLANNING COUNCIL 
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Sonning move on with God 


A Sonning Deanery Youth 
Weekend was such a success 
that there will be another one 
next year. 

*1 was amazed that we were 
able to take 45 young people 
away, all who were eager to 
move on in their faith/ said 
Sonning Deanery’s part-time 
Youth Co-ordinator,Tim 
Gomm who organised the 
weekend away at Sunbury. 
Sam Mulliner, a young person 
from St Sebastian’s, 
Wokingham who helped on 
the weekend, said: ‘We had 
five workshops, all based on 
the theme ‘Moving On with 
God’.These were run by Exalt, 


a media arts team from the 
Saltmine Trust, and used 
different techniques to 
present their message. It was a 
very high-standard event, 
which I know all the kids 
enjoyed’.There were also arts 
and crafts, drama, discussions, 
a disco and excellent food. 

The 2000 weekend will be 
from March 3 to 5. So if you 
are aged between 1 1 and 1 8 
years old and live in Sonning 
Deanery, you can get details 
from Tim Gomm, St 
Sebastian’s Parish Centre, 

Nine Mile Drive, Wokingham 
RG40 3 AT. 


Oxford scout 
attends world 
Jamboree in Chile 


Over 30.000 scouts from 180 coun- 
tries attended the 19th World 
Scout Jamboree in Santiago, Chile 
earlier this year. Among them was 
13-year old Ben Mowatt from St 
Clement s Church. Oxford who is a 
member of the Second Oxford 
Scout Group, SS Mary and John. 
This is an extract from an excel- 
lent article he wrote for CRUCIBLE, 
the SS Mary and John magazine. 

T o be selected for the Jamboree, 
along with 53 other Oxfordshire 
scouts, we had to attend a selection 
weekend. We were assessed on our 
ability to work as a team, observa- 
tional skills, assertiveness, and 
confidence in a group. The 18 of us 
who had been selected joined up 
with the 18 scouts from Wiltshire to 
form the ‘Oxfordshire and Wiltshire 
Unit’. That was two years ago. 



Between then and the Jamboree, 
we raised the C2.350 it cost us each 
to go and had seven Unit training 
camps. 

Before or after a Jamboree, nearby 
countries host scouts attending the 
Jamboree. We stayed in pairs in 
Paraguay with families. Our family 
was really nice and we saw a lot more 
of the culture of Paraguay than the 
culture of Chile because we were 
staying in the community. After six 
days in Paraguay, we took a two-hour 
flight to Chile. There were no prob- 
lems to do with the Pinochet 
situation at the time! We then took a 
one and a half hour journey to the 
huge Jamboree site and the coach 
stopped outside our sub-camp which 


was called ‘Incas’. Within a sub-camp 
there are 1.000 people. 

On the second night after we 
arrived, the opening ceremony look 
place. Our whole sub-camp lined up 
and marched through all the other 
sub-camps to the central arena. We 
were all singing our own national 
folk-songs. There was a really great 
atmosphere, sort of indescribable. 

The Jamboree activities included 
different modules. The first was tour- 
nament. Another important one was 
a day of service in the community, in 
which we were driven out to a vil- 
lage where we had to help lay a 
pavement. This was very hot work 
but worth it in the end. 

Overall the Jamboree was a worth- 
while experience. It accomplished its 
aim which is to educate young peo- 
ple about the real world around us 
and to help bring about world peace. 

Ben Mowatt 

P.S. I should like to thank the 
church for their contribution of 
£200 towards my expedition and 
others who helped me. 

Congratulations Ben , and all other scouts 
from the Diocese who were selected for the 
Jamboree in Chile - Editor 
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Diocesan Young Adult Pilgrimage toTaize 


July 1 7 - 26, 1 999, led by the Bishop of Reading, assisted 
by Andrew Gear, the Diocesan Youth Adviser, and the 
Revds Richard Hancock and Sheila Nunn. Bishop 
Dominic is particularly interested in helping young 
people explore what it means to try and live the 
Christian life as a young person in Britain today. Cost - 
no more than £ 1 60. Still not too late to book! Contact 
Andrew at Diocesan Church House 01865 208253. 


Come and build a school in Uganda 

If you are over 16 and interested in a short-term 
practical project you could consider coming to 
Uganda in July/ August 2000. 1 took a group of 
eight young people plus four adults to Uganda in 
1 997. We worked together to build a classroom 
for a school for orphans in Mityana (45 miles 
West of Kampala). Since then the school has 
built another three classrooms. We are very 
committed to this school, and wish to see all the 
classrooms built. If you are selected to come, 
then you will receive training in bricklaying* 

A I DS-awareness, Ugandan culture, first aid, and 
team-work. Cost will be £ 1 ,200 fully inclusive for 
a three to four-week stay (depending on flights). 

Tim Gomm 

Application forms from Tim Gomm at: 12 Grove Close, Nine 
Mile Ride , Wokingham, Berkshire, RG40 3NA by end of June. 




Cornish Residential Wildlife 
Wood Carving Course 

In elegant tranquil surroundings at Landsrow 
House. Helston. in Grade II listed building (formerly Helston 
Manse) within ancient market town, 
close to all amenities and coastal walks. 

Course includes en-suite, full board accommodation. 

Also available: Self-catering Cottage to sleep 4 (ask for details) 

For brochure tel/fax: 01736 753342 



A SUNDAY 
GOSPEL 
CELEBRATION 

Lillian 
Boutte 

& Her Music 
Friends/Choirs 


Sunday 16th May 


£5 SONGBOOK/nCKETS 

AT THE RAILWAY MARQUEE 
4.00pm-530pm Choir Rehearsals (Public welcome ) 

Refreshments available 

630pm-8.00pm Gospel Celebration led by 

Lillian Bouttl & Her Music Friends 

TICKETS / PROGRAMME 

Richard speed 01367 710 593 or The Railway Inn 
or Modem Music Shop, Abingdon orAllegro, 

Marston Road, Oxford 


DUNSTAN HILL ALNWIC K 

3 farm cottages with 2 beds, 
sleeps 4/6, all year round. 

T erms from £130 pw. 

Tel: Mrs Morton on: 

01665 576481 


train. 4 


training the future 

What’s train. 4 ? 

A new opportunity to invest in the future with 
God in one of Europe's most beautiful capital 
cities. 

A full-time 9 month course combining sound 
teaching with practical training and local service. 

A discipleship course designed to make 
followers of Jesus more effective for Him in 
whatever walk of life they move on to. 

train. 4 is run by Vintage, linked to Edinburgh 
City Fellowship. 

Course dates: October 1999 to June 2000 

For a course brochure & application form, 
please contact: 

Colin Symes, Course Director, 
train. 4, Vintage, 37 South Clerk Street, 
Edinburgh EH8 9NZ 

, Tel. 0131 668 2662 

Fax. 0131 662 4805 

e-mail: train.4@vintage.org.uk 
Web page: http//www. vintage.org.uk 


Adopt a Title 

Lord, Lady, Baron etc. 
You choose: £295 

Allowing Passport. Licence, Bank and Credit Card Changes, 
Free Membership of Landed Gentry Society with Society’s 
Unique Leather ‘Diplomatic’ style Passport Cover 

For Details 

Titles of Distinction 

0709 IOO 1296 



YOUR OWN DESIGN 

Badges from Christian Craft 
Enterprises 

• Church logo 

• Special Event 

• Group Identity - etc, etc! 

Christian Send for sample badge: 
Craft Ring Lilian Cook on 

Enterprises 01 768 342 01 6 




DISCIPLESHIP STRATEGY ACADEMY 

AN EXTENSION OF 

JUBILEE CHRISTIAN COLLEGE 

Accredited by the Accreditation 
Commission International 

BE PREPARED AND POSITION YOURSELF FOR 
PROPHETIC FULFILMENT 

“ Therefore , brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure , 
for if you do these things you will never stumble. ” 2 Peter 1:10 

This is a Bible Training academy with a difference! Born out of a vision to equip and train men 
and women of God around the world in excellent Scholarship , Service and Spiritual Force. 

Is there something missing , an emptiness in your life? 

Something lacking in your future goals? Do you want to make your life really count? 

Is your desire to help others but you don’t know how? 

Then this could be exactly what you are looking for. We are committed to help position people prophetically 
to fulfil God’s plan for their lives. Get answers to those questions you have about God. Gain fresh insight 
to those difficult to understand parables of Jesus, by studying His Jewish background, cultural traditions 
and the history of Israel and the Jewish people. Classes open for individual courses. 

Call us now on 01494 462809 for details of a training venue near you. 

We offer courses from Biblical Studies Diploma level to PH.D. level. 

y E-mail: dsa@hofirm.freeserve.co.uk Address: 709 Old Kent Road 
WEB: www.hofirm.freeserve.co.uk LONDON SE15 1JJ 
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Oxford 
Diocesan 

PRAYER 
DIARY 

for May 

Edited by Graham Canning 

O Lord hear my prayer, 0 Lord 
hear my prayer. When I call, 
answer me. 0 Lord hear my 
prayer, 0 Lord hear my prayer. 
Come and listen to me. 

Let us pray to God or Father for: 

Saturday 1st ST PHILIP AND ST JAMES, 
APOSTLES Oxford Deanery. Giving 
thanks for youth work in the parishes. 
For Chris Turner - deanery youth and 
community worker. For the appointment 
of Barbara Hayes as Oxford Industrial 
Chaplain and for her city-wide ministry. 
For those who are to serve on the deanery 
synod and for the officers to be elected 
for the next three years. For the area dean 
- Anthony Gann; synod lay chairman - 
Bob Hiorns; deanery youth worker - Chris 
Turner; non parochial readers - Bruce 
Armour, Elizabeth Browning, Sue 
Gillingham, Jeanne Lindley, Don 
Prytherch; reader for Christ Church 
Cathedral - Andrew Lintern-Ball. 


FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday 2nd Kidlington with Hampton 
Poyle: clergy - Tony Ellis, George Coppen, 
Jim Turner; reader - Lesley Heffer. 
Monday 3rd North Hinksey and 
W^tham: clergy - Rosie Bates, Richard 
Adams: readers - Ken Goff, Rosemary 
Peirce. 

Tuesday 4th Oxford St AlAldate's: clergy 
- David Macinnes, John Chorlton, Andrew 
Buckler, Simon Ponsonby. 

Wednesday 5th Oxford St Andrew: cler- 
gy - Robert Key, Stephen Coe, James Grier, 
Andrew Wingfield Digby; readers - Paul 
Clifford, Paula Clifford, Donald Hay, David 
Wright; full time youth workers - Rachel 


Lane, Keith Metcalfe. 

Thursday 6th Oxford St. Barnabas and St 
Paul: clergy - Michael Wright, Dennis 
Mason. 

Friday 7th Oxford St Ebb with Holy 
Trinity and St Peter-le-Bailey: clergy - 
Vaughan Roberts, David Gibb; lay pastoral 
assistant - Tony Jones. 

Saturday 8th Oxford St Giles, St Philip 
and St James with St Margaret: clergy - 
Andrew Bunch, Georgie Simpson, 
Anthony Aston Smith, Michael Screech, 
David Holmes, David Longrigg; reader - 
Margaret Hollis. 

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
Sunday 9th Christian Aid Week 9th - 
15th May 


Prayer for Christian Aid Week 

May our hands be your hands, O 
God, gathering in the harvest. 
May our feet be your feet, bring- 
ing good news for the poor. 

May our hearts be full of your 
compassion, inviting all whom 
we meet 

To open their hearts too, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, Amen. 

Monday 10th Rogation Day 

For all men and women in their daily work 
and as you have given us the knowledge to pro- 
duce plenty, so give us the will to bring it 
within reach of all: through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Oxford St Mary Magdalen: clergy - Hugh 
Wybrew. 

Tuesday 11th Rogation Day 
May the goodness of the Lord be upon us, 
may he prosper the work of our hands 
Oxford St Mary the Virgin with St Cross 
with St Peter in the East: clergy - Brian 
Mountford, Giles Fraser, Jane Shaw, Peter 
Jefford; reader - Joanne Woolway. 
Wednesday 12th Rogation Day 
Almighty God, direct the labours of those 
who work on the land, that they may employ 
the resources of nature to your glory, for our 
own well-being, and for the relief of those in 
need. 

Oxford St Matthew Oxford StLuke: clergy 
- Steve Hellyer, Tim Bradshaw; lay pastor 


Jane Sherwood; full-time youth worker - 
Yvonne Morris; readers - Elizabeth 
Bishop, Jane Usher. 

Thursday 13th ASCENSION DAY 
At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, 
every tongue confess Him, King of glory 
now. 

Oxford St Michael at the North Gate with 
St Martin and All Saints: clergy - Stephen 
Pix, Roger Beckwith. 

Friday 14th ST MATTHIAS THE APOS : 
TLE Oxford St Thomas the Martyr with St 
Frideswide and Binsey: clergy - Robert 
Sweeney, Richard Martin. 

Saturday 15th South Hinksey with New 
Hinksey: clergy - John Davis, Balwant 
Singh. 


SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER (The 
Sunday after Ascension Day) 

Sunday 16th Wolvercote with 
Summertown (Local Ecumenical 
Partnership): clergy - Anthony Gann, 
David Michaels, Ruth Ball, Trevor 
Mwamba, William Pryor; readers - 
Margaret Clarke, Anne Holmes, Tony 
Lemon. 

Monday 17th Sonning Deanery. As 
parishes get used to working together in 
cluster groups, pray that they may grow 
in understanding and hope. For the 
growth of youth work in the deanery, 
and, looking ahead, for the review of the 
deanery pastoral plan. For the rural dean 
- Alan Wilson; synod lay chairman - Peter 
Teague. 

Tuesday 18th Arborfield with Barkham: 
clergy - Piers Bickersteth, Hugh Wakeling, 
Joan Wakeling; pastoral assistant - 
Margaret Hoyland; readers - David Foster, 
Ian Mackenzie, Russell Shipton. 
Wednesday 19th Bear Wood: Woosehill 
Community Church (Local Ecumenical 
Partnership): clergy - Haigh Etches, Bryan 
Coates: reader - Elaine Steere. 

Thursday 20th California: for the 
churchwardens during the inter-regnum, 
and for all involved in making a new 
appointment. 

Friday 21st Crowthorne: clergy - Brian 
Spence; readers - Ian Saner, Lewis 
Simmons, Hazel Berry. 

Saturday 22nd Finchampstead: clergy - 
Sheila Nunn. 

Your prayers each day are 

much appreciated 



DAY OF PENTECOST (Whit Sunday) 

Spirit of the 
living God, fall 
afresh on us, 
Spirit of the liv- 
ing God, fall 
afresh on us; 
Break u$, melt 
us, mould us, fill 
us. 

Spirit of the living God, fall 
afresh on us. 

Sunday 23rd For all those recently elect- 
ed to hold office in our churches and to 
serve on Deanery Synods. For vocations to 
ministry ordained and lay. For the 
Diocesan Council for Ministry and the 
Vocational Network. 

Monday 24th Hurst: Winnersh: clergy - 
Douglas Loveridge, Clifford Smith: reader 

- David Webster. 

Tuesday 25th Owlsmoor (group ministry 
with Sandhurst): clergy - Ros Parrett; 
reader - Eric Quirk. Sandhurst: clergy - 
Alan Wilson, Andrew Bullock. 
Wednesday 26th Ruscombe and 
Twyford: clergy - Graham Hamborg, Des 
Foote; readers - Paul Minton, Robert 
Cuffe-Adams. 

Thursday 27th Sonning: clergy - Christ 
Clarke, David Collin: readers - Leslie 
Hudson, David Sims. 

Friday 28th Wargrave: clergy - John 
Ratings, Jane Knowles: reader - Granville 
Hawkes. 

Saturday 29th Wokingham All Saints: 
clergy - David Hodgson, Tony Kemp, Janet 
Lucas, Colin James; reader - Brian 
Johnson-Roberts. Wokingham St Paul: 
Embrook Community Church: clergy - 
Roger Stillman, Roy Holmes; reader - Jane 
Stillman. 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
Sunday 30th. 

Thrice Holy! Father, Spirit, Son. Mysterious 
Godhead, Three in One. 

Before thy throne we sinners bend: Grace, 
pardon, life to us extend. 

Monday 31th Wokingham St Sebastian: 
clergy Andrew Marsden, Erik Fudge, 
Margaret Kingdom full-time youth worker 

- Tim Gomm; readers - Jill Bright, Anne 
Potts. 





stoifs 

and all embroidered 
vestments and furnishings 
including Altar Frontals, 
Lectern Falls and Banners 

made to commission 
Embroidery repairs 
undertaken 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen 


Embroidery 
for worship , 
ceremony and 

celebration 

Please con tael 

Christine Donaldson 
OPUS 

75 Overn Avenue 
Buckingham 
MKI8 ILU 
Tel: 01280 823132 


The most spectacular business 

EXPANSION THIS CENTURY IS ABOUT 
TO HIT THE UK! 

Do you know vehicle owners who want greater fuel 
efficiency, petrol or diesel of up to 20% or more? 
Reduced exhaust emissions by up to 90% 
to make their vehicle occupants safer 
by protecting them from tyre puncture blow outs. 

To prepare their vehicle for the year 2000 
when 4 star leaded petrol will cease to be sold in the UK 

Introducing 21st century 
liquid gold in a bottle 

For further information including product specifications, 
test results and written testimonials 

Ring: 01257 274634 
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Seasonal Vacancies 1999 


Now Recruiting 

Resort Managers Admin. Managers 

Bar/Restaorant Staff Watertnnt Staff 

Chefs/Kitctien Staff Childei & Youthworkers 

Housekeepers Reps 

For hotels In Greece, Turkey, France and Italy 
Appropriate training and/or experience, 
plus Christian commitment required. 

For Job Pack contact 
Jennifer Sexton on 0181 942 9442 


URGENT LOANS 
AND REMORTGAGES 


From £5,000 to £250,000 

★ Repossessions stopped ★ CCJ’s or Defaults 
★ Mortgage Arrears ★ Over 65s welcome 
★ Self-employed without accounts ★ I.V.A. 

If any of the above apply to you, we can help, for a 
fast, friendly service, call now for an immediate 
decision. 

Written details on request 


0800 092 8787 

Sam - 9pm every day 


Fisher Gartland Financial Services 

Your boa. i* at rt*k if you do not keep up repayment, oa • mortgage or loan secured on it. 


CAN'T GET CREDIT ? 
Yes you can! 
(07010) 700 533 

Contract Hire and loans. 
Bank accounts. 

Credit cards. 

Mortgage and remortgages. 
Everyone accepted 


Parishes of Prestwood and Great Hampden 
Buckinghamshire 

ORGANIST/DIRECTOR 
OF MUSIC REQUIRED 

Allen Organs. Good team of back-up organists. 
Adult choir 30+ strong. 

Liberal Catholic tradition. 
Renumeration by negotiation. 

Please write for details to the Rector, 

140 Wycombe Road, Prestwood, Bucks. 
HP16 0HJ. 



SUNSHINE LEISURE 
UK LTD 

131 Guildford Street, Chertsey, 

Surrey KT16 SAL 

LOOK!! 

Tenerife Two week special Selected weeks in April, May 
and June ‘99 

One bed apartment for one week up to 4 people 
sharing £249, 2nd week absolutely FREE!! 
Studios and en-suite rooms also available at special 
prices too! 

Book now - limited availability 
Flights arranged - Retail Agents for ATOL Holders 
Travel insurance arranged at very competitive prices. 

Tel: FREEPHONE 0800 7316752 


THE YEAR 2000 
MILLENNIUM PC BUC 

Will your computer be compatible? 


PC Test and Fix 2000 Bug. 

Tel: Ian - Home No: 

01235 210598 

Mobile No: 0790 1828977 

01235 817644 Fax/Answ 


Need Ajgfsh 

with your finances 

Fresh Start will help you gain control. 
Creditors a problem. Fresh Start will help. 
Liquidation, insolvency. Fresh Start will help. 
Contact Dave Sims. Phone or Fax 

01344 861105 

Here to help you gain control. 

Free Consultation. 

Member*of the Federation of Small Businesses. 
Registered under Data Protection Act. OFT Licence No. 459806 


YELDALL HOMELESS 
PROJECTS 

A registered Christian charity 
is opening an exciting new retail scheme to pro- 
vide supported employment to homeless people. 
As a result of this expansion, we wish to recruit 
the following staff 

Catering Supervisor 

(Salary £14K-£16K p.a.) 

We are looking to recruit a Catering Supervisor 
with relevant Catering/Food Hygiene experience. 
The successful applicant will have direct respon- 
sibility for all catering activities on-site, as well as 
some deputising duties in the absence of the 
Manager. Some retail experience would be an 
advantage, but is not essential. 

Assistant Shop Manager/Driver 

(Salary £12K-£14.5K) 

You will be responsible for assisting in the 
day-to-day running of a new retail outlet. You will 
also be required to carry out some driving duties 
and heavy lifting. Some experience of working 
with homeless people would be an advantage. 
Physical fitness and a clean driving licence 
are essential. 

Also required 

Catering Assistant (Salary c£i3K) 
Shop Assistant/Driver (Salary c£iiK) 

If you feel your particular skills will suit you to 
any of these positions please apply either by 
telephoning the number given below or in writing 
to the address given below. 

F.A.O. Mike Mullins, 

Yeldall Homeless Projects 
2 Barnhill Lane, Hayes, Middlesex UB4 9EZ 
Telephone: 0181 845 9651 

YELDALL a Christian response to homelessness and addiction 
A registered charity no 1 000038 
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NewStart 

New Start with God 
New Start at Home 
New Start for the World’s Poor 

Candle Forms 

I am getting a lot of queries about how to 
order the Millennium candles and resolu- 
tion. All clergy and many Churches Together 
groups were sent order forms in January, 
but if you need one, contact me. Remember 
that orders must be for a minimum of 500 
candles (£150) sent to one address. 

Millennium Products 

Many special products for the Millennium 
ignore the true significance of the date - 
that it is a Christian celebration when ‘the 
Word became flesh and dwelt among us’. So 
it is good that in the Oxford Diocesan area 
there are two specifically Christian initia- 
tives.The Dorchester-on-Thames artist 
Rebecca Hind is co-operating with the 
Sacred Lands Project to produce a year 
2000 Calendar using 1 2 of her own paint- 
ings.Two (Dorchester Abbey and The White 
Horse) are in our Diocese. Others are from 
as far away as Galloway, Whitby and 
Derwent Water.The calendar also includes 
quotations from the book Sacred Britain 
(Piatkus Books) by Martin and Nigel Palmer. 
You can reserve a copy of the calendar 
(£14) from Rebecca Hind, 8 Manor Farm Rd, 
Dorchester-on-Thames, OX 1 0 7HZ.Tel: 
01865 340633. 

Using designs created by students of St 
Bernard’s Convent School in Slough, 
Woodcote International (43 Rogers Lane, 
Stoke Poges SL2 4LE.Tel: 01753 642924) has 
created a wide range of Christian 
Millennium goods which range from T-shirts, 
cups and plates to children’s pencil cases and 
balloons. Ring them for a catalogue. 

Election Day Jubilee 

The Jubilee 2000 campaign has brought 
together many Christian and non-Christian 
organisations to help relieve the burden of 
poor countries with unrepayable debts. 
Tearfund.one of the organisations involved, 
has had the brilliant idea of arranging to 
have Jubilee 2000 petitions at every one of 
the 46,000 polling stations we will be visiting 
on June 10. This is a huge task and many 
volunteers are needed. If you can help on 
June 10, please look at their web site 
(www.tearfund.org) or ring 0181 943 1 025 
for details of local organisers. 

Revd Canon Derek Palmer, 124 Bath Rd, 
Banbury 0X16 0TR. Tel: 01295 268201. 


A head for figures and a heart 
for children? 

The Toybox Charity is looking for an 


Accountant/ 
Office Manager 

As part of a tightly knit team, they will personally 
* produce accounts to audit standard 
* handle covenant and gift aid tax reclaims 
* develop and report against operational budgets 
Please send CV with cover letter to: 

Cora Lynn Heiner Rathbone, The Toybox Chanty, 
POX BOX 660, Amersham, Bucks. HP6 6EA. 


Helping the street children of Latin America 



Reg. charity no: 1015945 



EMMAUS BIBLE SCHOOL U.K. 


Adult Bible Study 

at home in your 
own time. 

By correspondence, 
over 90 courses. 



Send for further details : 

CARLETT BOULEVARD 
EASTHAM, WIRRALL 
MERSEYSIDE L62 8BZ 
Tel. 0151 327 1172 
Fax. 0151 327 1592 
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Sermon in dance 

Maggie Smith explains how she came to set up the 
Concept Dance Group in Worminghall. Frank Blackwell 
was there on Palm Sunday to record the scene 


The Concept Dance group at SS Peter 
and Paul Church, Worminghall, 
Oxfordshire was set up one year ago 
for several reasons, one of which was 
to bring more young people and their 
families to the church writes Maggie 
Smith. 

Since my family moved to the vil- 
lage from Thame five years ago, the 
congregation has remained very small, 
and is particularly devoid of young- 
sters of my own children’s ages (Kate, 
16, Lucy, 14 and Robert, 10). 

Having become involved in the 
development of the family service at 



children were 
older, my route 
was through 
dance, having 
trained.- seven 
years before - as 
a community 
dance leader at 
the Swindon 
Dance College in 
Wiltshire. 

I love to see 
children’s natural 
joy and delight in 
expressive move- 


Maggie Smith: 
inspired by dance 
classes at school 



The Concept Dance Group: (from centre top, then left to right) Eleanor 
Abbot, Freya Jones, Lucy Smith, Emily Warren, Francesca Fowler, Anna 
Pearson, Rachel Best, Sophie Bradshaw, (front row) Bridget Wray, Zoe King 
and Lucy Coyle. Photographs at Worminghall Church by Frank Blackwell 


the church, I put forward the idea of 
forming a dance group, an idea I had 
been thinking about for some time. 

My interest in dance began when I 
was a sixth former and an enthusiastic 
student teacher gave us ‘movement’ 
lessons through which I discovered a 
dance form which suited my needs 
and through which I could express my 
ideas. 

Later I was fortunate enough to be 
able to study modern educational 
dance at teacher training college, and 
thus pursue the interest. When I decid- 
ed to return to teaching after my 


ment, and through my dance teaching 
I relish their use of imagination and 
their exploration of ideas and feelings 
through movement. 

The Concept Dance group in 
Worminghall consists of about 12 live- 
ly young people aged between eight 
and 14 (two younger girls aged seven 
joined us for the Palm Sunday perfor- 
mance illustrated on this page). 

We usually take the theme for a 
dance from one of the Bible readings 
to be used that day and we discuss it 
beforehand. A variety of music i$ used 
(recent examples have been the sound 


Touching heaven 

Ever since King David danced before the Lord, 
dance has been used in worship, and Christian 
dance has gained in popularity through the work of 
groups such as the Sprints Dance Company and 
Sacred Dance. 

The Christian Dance Fellowship of Britain (CDF) 
was founded in 1990 by Mary Jones, an Australian, 
who has travelled the world setting up local groups 
to encourage the use of dance as an expression of 
the Christian faith. They aim to facilitate fellowship 
among members through workshops and confer- 
ences and their quarterly newsletter Tent of David. 
They are interdenominational, with a Bible-based 
faith and will soon be launching a youth wing to 
encourage young dancers. 

‘Touching Heaven, Changing Earth’, the CDF’s 
1999 national conference from August 6 - 8 at 
Hothorpe Hall, Theddingworth, Leicestershire will 
explore themes of healing, intercession and prophe- 
cy through dance and will include Bible teaching, 
worship, evening presentations, prayer and min- 
istry and technique classes to suit a range of 
abilities. The cost is £125 with a day rate of £25. 

There will be two CDF workshops in the Oxford 
Diocese this sum- 
mer. Candy Hadler 
will lead workshops 
on ‘Characterisation 
in dance’ and ‘Dance 
and Healing’ at 
Emmanuel Church, 

Chesham, Bucks on 
May 22 and June 19. 

Both are from 10am- 
4.30pm. Details from 
Karen Peck : 01273 
693807. 

For more infor- 
mation about CDF, 
write to: Mrs Angela 
Courtney, 25 
Scarsdale Crescent, 

Scarborough, 

Yorkshire Y012 6LA. 

Telephone 
377320. 


tracks of films such as ‘The Horse Whisperer’, 
‘Titanic’ and ‘Romeo and Juliet’) and much of the 
choreography is carried out by the girls themselves. 
Our latest dance, based on Jesus’s arrival in 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday and his crucifixion on 
Good Friday, was jointly choreographed by my 
daughter Lucy and myself. Lucy also leads the wind- 
down sessions after our weekly meetings. 

It is a most heart-warming experience to watch 
the church fill up when the dance group performs, 
and it is so rewarding to see the commitment and 
enjoyment of these young people who are imparting 
their interpretation of the scriptures through dance. 




Called to Christian Youth Work? 

Work with young people and get qualified 
at the same time! 

BA (Hons) in Youth & Communit y > 
and A pp lied Theolog y 
validated by Oxford Brookes University and JNC approved. 
Students work with a church or Christian agency and travel to a 
regional study' centre in Oxford (also Bristol, Cambridge or the 
Midlands). 

Contact Mrs Sam Richards at Oxford Youth Works 
01865 438390 for details. 

CENTRE FOR YOUTH MINISTRY - 6 leading Christian training 
organisations working together: Bristol Baptist College, Frontier 
Youth Trust, Oxford Youth Works, Ridley Hall Theological College, 
St John's Nottingham, Youth for Christ. 

Applications are particularly welcomed from mature students & 
people from minority' cultures. * 



Peace be with you 


David Winter’s 


Jesus said, ‘Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you*. When he had said this he breathed on them and said, 
‘Receive the Holy Spirit* (John 20: 21,22). 

This was Jesus’ second greeting of ‘Peace!* to his disciples in the 
upper room on the evening of his resurrection. After the first 
greeting, he ‘showed them his hands and his side’, the wounds of 
his cross and death. So ‘peace’ for Jesus, is not an easy option, by 
any means - a kind of spiritual feel-good factor. True peace may’ 
well come through pain, suffering and even conflict. He ‘showed 
them his hands and his side*. 

True peace - shalom - is being ‘well ? , being ‘whole*. This is the 
‘peace of Christ’ which we share at the Eucharist, before we give 
thanks for Christ’s saving death. It comes when the seething tur- 
moil of human anxiety is replaced by trust in God. This was the 
peace which Jesus offered his frightened disciples in the upper 
room, behind doors locked for fear. It is a peace unaffected by 
external circumstances, a state of being at one with God, of being 
‘complete’ in him, the fulfilment of what the New Testament calls 
‘salvation*, or being made whole. 

And it was this peace, the divine shalom, which Jesus sealed for 
them with the gift of the Holy Spirit. Pentecost may come at a 
time of turmoil - internationally, domestically, or in the inner 
warfare of our own hearts - but the Spirit of God is the Spirit of 
true peace. That is the Spirit Jesus breathes into the church and 
into our hearts. 



Adapted from David Winter’s book Message for the Millennium (BRF, £5.99). 
David Winter is a minister in the Hermitage Team in Berkshire. 
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Insurance News 


I 


Ecclesiastical 
launches the 
‘nicer ISA’ 

With Ecclesiastical’s ISA 
both you and your chosen 
charity can benefit. 

In case you haven’t already heard(l), ISAs 
(Individual Savings Accounts) will take over 
from PEPs and TESSAs on 6th April 1999. 
ISAs offer a new and flexible way to save, by 
investing money tax-free. 


What’s an ISA? 

In the simplest of terms, an ISA is a 
box with three compartments 
labelled: Cash (replacing TESSAs), 
Equity/Stocks and Shares (replacing 
PEPs) and Life Assurance. Subject to 
set investment limits, you choose the 
compartment(s) in which you wish 
to save, then leave your savings to 
^ grow free of tax. 

There will be two types of ISA - 
Maxi ISAs, where all of your 
contributions will go to one financial 
manager, and Mini ISAs where each 
element can be looked after by a 
different manager. 

In the first year, the maximum 
investment is £7,000 and in 
following years it will be £5,000. 


will be £3,157 including interest. 
The minimum initial investment is 
as little as £10 as is the minimum 
top up and minimum regular 
monthly investment. 

This is also available as a TESSA 
ISA. The TESSA ISA is effectively a 
third form of ISA in which you can 
invest funds from a maturing 
TESSA. This does not affect the 
investment limits of your Maxi or 
Mini ISAs. 

The Equity Element 

Investing with Ecclesiastical, you can 
select from a proven range of funds: 

• The Amity Fund (which only 
invests ethically) 

• Allchurches Income Builder 

• Allchurches Higher Income 


Surveying on your knees 



Surveyor Ray Soole in action. 


Laptop computers, like mobile 
phones, have increasingly become 
part of everyday life. From meter 
readers to financial advisers they are 
now almost standard issue. But 
could they ever be used to help 
survey Anglican churches? That was 
the question that managers at 
Ecclesiastical (who have been 
insuring churches for 112 years) 
asked themselves. 

One obstacle has been the 
complex nature of churches. They 
are all unique and come in all 
shapes and sizes, requiring elaborate 
valuation systems. Churches also 
require detailed risk management 
assessment and carefully tailored 
policies. Another factor was that any 
system also had to be relevant to all 
the other types of property that 
Ecclesiastical insures, including 
schools and care homes. 

It took months to shoe-horn all 
the necessary information onto 
computer programmes but now the 
surveying paperchase is finally over 
and laptop surveying has become a 
reality. A team of Ecclesiastical 
computer staff and surveyors 
worked with Symetris to develop 
pioneering software that is probably 
the best of it’s kind. They called it 
the Pinnacle System. 

Now survey requests with 
background information are 
communicated electronically and, 
once the survey is finished, the 
whole report complete with digital 
photos ‘zaps’ down the phone lines 
to Ecclesiastical's head office. 

Says Surveyor Ray Soole, “It used 
to take three weeks or more to 
bring all aspects of a report 
together, now it’s usually the work 
of a few hours.” 


What’s special 
about 

Ecclesiastical’s 

ISA? 

With Ecclesiastical you can choose 
between the Cash Element or Equity 
Element (Mini or Maxi ISA) and 
you have the added option to donate 
a part of your interest, or unit value, 
to the charity you choose from a 
selection of six. The charities have all 
been carefully chosen to provide 
support in five key areas: children’s 
welfare, Christian values, medical 
research, social well-being and 
conservation of the environment. 
Should you choose the charity 
option, 0.25% of the value of your 
entire investment (including 
accumulated interest) will be 
donated at the end of each year to 
your selected charity. 

The Cash Element 

Ecclesiastical’s Cash Element Maxi 
and Mini is offered in association 
with the Newcastle Building Society. 
It has CAT recognition (awarded by 
the government) and offers a highly 
competitive rate of interest, this is 
set just half a percent below the base 
rate, whereas an interest rate up to 
2% below still qualifies for the CAT 
mark. The plan is run as a ‘no notice 
access, cash account’. 

If you invest £3,000 in a Cash 
ISA at 5.25% interest rate, at the end 
of the year your total investment 


Free! Best advice 
about ISAs 

Ecclesiastical offers all the support 
and advice you may need to get the 
most out of their ISA. Through their 
national network of Financial 
Services Consultants, who are 
dedicated to advising church 
members, they will send an adviser 
to visit you, and he or she can give 
friendly, knowledgeable advice 
without obligation or pressure. 

If you would like to talk to a 
friendly face and discuss ISAs or 
simply require further information, 
call 01452 30 59 58 to make 
an appointment. 


Ecclesiastical Group Asset 
Management Limited, Financial 
Services Division, Beaufort House, 
Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 
1 JZ. Regulated by IMRO - ISA 
Manager. A representative of the 
company may call to discuss your 
requirements, without obligation. 
Any advice you may receive on 
financial services products will only 
relate to the products offered by 
Ecclesiastical. The value of units can 
fall as well as rise. Please note that 
past performance is not a guide to 
the future. Tax-free means in the 
hands of the investor. Current tax 
treatment of ISAs cannot be 
guaranteed but will continue until 
6th April 2004. 


Feel at home with Right Home insurance 


Two household insurance policies from 
Ecclesiastical Direct are becoming 
increasingly popular with members of 
the Church all over the country. Right 
Home, and its all-embracing big brother 
Right Home Plus, offer thorough 
buildings and contents cover and 
include many desirable features that 
you just won’t find on most other 
policies (and if you do, they’ll cost you 
extra!) Right Home offers a set sum 
insured of 0 1 ,000 (household 
contents) and 0,500 of portable 
possessions, for complete peace of 
mind. Alternatively, Right Home Plus 
can be tailored to meet your specific 
needs* 

Well covered 

The standard contents cover of Right 
Home, for instance, automatically provides 
protection for loss or theft of credit cards, 
accidental damage to electrical equipment 
and broken mirrors or fixed glass. The non- 
perishable contents of your garden would 
also be covered up to £1,000 per claim 
and you’d have unlimited cover of your 
freezer contents Even your sports 
equipment is covered (also in use). 

Contact lenses are covered for loss or 
damage in your home, or when you’re 
away. 

Accidents will happen 

If you choose to upgrade to 
accidental damage cover, not only 


will you have protection for any 
accidents around the home (such as 
spilling paint on the carpet) but if, 
for instance, your dog chews your 
sofa, Ecclesiastical Direct will 
happily put things right. 

If you’re over 50, an additional 
discount of 10% is available and, if 
you have a NACOSS approved 
alarm system, or your home is 
particularly well protected you 
become eligible for further 
discounts. 

Good for you and your 
church 

When any parishioner takes out a 
new household (or motor) policy 
with Ecclesiastical Direct they will 
send a voucher worth £25 which 
your Parish Treasurer can redeem for 
cash, or submit in part payment of 
church premiums. Also, each time 
the policy is renewed, an additional 
£10 voucher will be issued. So it’s 
well worth taking advantage of their 
Parish Voucher scheme. For further 
information call Laura Jackson on 
01452 33 45 48 or, for an instant 
quote dial 0800 33 66 22. 

NB: Parish voucher is not available to clergy 
who benefit from other special terms. Not 
available in conjunction with any other 
offer/promotion. Not available in Northern 
Ireland. Calls may be monitored or recorded. 

’Minimum sums insured apply. 


Win a 
bottle of 
champagne! 



Simply answer this 
question and you 
could win 
yourself a 
bottle of 
bubbly! 


* 


Q. How many years has 
Ecclesiastical has been looking 
after the Church? 


Answers on a postcard with your 
name, address and telephone 
number to: 

Marketing Department 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Group, 
Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, 
Gloucester GL 1 1 JZ. 


Rules of entry: No purchase necessary Open 
to UK residents except employees of 
Ecclesiastical Insurance Group pic and 
subsidiary companies. Entrants must be 1 8 or 
over. Closing date for entries is 1 0th August 
1999. One winner will be notified within 5 
days after the draw. No cash alternative is 
available. Details of the winner will be 
available from 18th August 1999 from the 
promoter: Ecclesiastical Insurance Group pic. 
Beaufort House. Brunswick Road. Gloucester 
Gl.l IJZ. 







Diocese of Oxford 
Continuing Ministerial Education 

May 5: The Parish Priest and Spiritual 
Direction. Leader Revd Canon Barbara 
Doubtfire. 10am-4pm. £10. 

May 11: Developments in Pauline Studies. 
Leader Dr John Muddiman. 10.30am-4pm . £10. 
May 20: Paganism in England Today. Leader 
Revd Richard Thomas. 10am-4pm. £10. 

May 26: Marriage and Funeral Services .Leader 
Revd Corinne Smith and Revd Charles 
Chadwick. 10am*4pm. £10. 

June 9: Conflict and Faction with Bob 
Saunders. 10am-4pm. £10. 

To book any of the above contact Jeni Hobbs at 
Church House , North Hinksey, Oxford 0X2 ONB. Tel 
01865 208200. 


God Planted a Garden 

A day for all interested in Quiet Garden Ministry 
Saturday 8 May at Wells Cathedral, Somerset 
Professor Sir Ghillean Prance, Director, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew and Patron of the Quiet Garden Trust 
Cost £15 inc lunch and tea. Cheques payable to The 
Quiet Garden Trust to: the Trust at Stoke Park Farm, 
Park Road, Stoke Poges SL2 4PG. 



Bampton Lectures 1999 

The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Lord Habgood of 
Calverton, sometime Archbishop of York 
Varieties of Unbelief 
Fourth in series of eight lectures: Moral 
Autonomy 2 May 10am at University Church of 
St Mary’s, Oxford. To be followed by All or 
None, May 9; Anorexia Religiosa May 16; The 
Presence of an Absence, June 6, and Believing 
in Belief, June 13. Details 01865 280670. 


Oxfordshire Historic 
Churches Trust 

May 18: Romsey Abbey and 
Salisbury Cathedral 
June 10: Burford Church w 
supper at Burford Priory 
Membership and visit details 
Richard Lethridge 01993 
824196. 



Dame Gillian Weir 

International organist and musician 
plays Bach, Widor, Franck and Dupre, 
including Bach’s Toccata Fugue 

8pm Wednesday 1 2 May 
All Saints Church, Oxford 

In Lime Walk, Headington. Tickets 
£12/£10/£5 on door or from Simon Lee 
01865 764612. 


OUTCRY: Young Christians 
stand up for the 
Persecuted Church 

Launch of Outcry: Christian 
Solidarity’s youth division 
Saturday 15 May, 1999 
London City Church Tabernacle 
Afternoon programme 1pm, free. 
Evening 7pm, tickets £5. 

Concert with The Worldwide 
Message Tribe and Shine. 
Speakers CSW President Baroness 
Caroline Cox, and Wuille Figuera 
from Peru. Tickets from Keri 
Hopewell 0181 942 8810. Christian 
Solidarity Worldwide, PO Box 99, 
New Maldon, Surrey KT3 3YF. 


Rogation Sunday 
Farm Walk 
Sunday 9 May 
Conducted by the 
Rt Revd John Bone 

With the East Woodhay 
Silver Band. All Welcome 
(dogs on leads please). 
Meet 2.30pm at Firs 
Farm, Leckhampstead. 
Short walk around the 
fields and through farm- 
yards. Cheerful hymns. 
Beating of the Bounds. 
Blessing of the Crops. 
Cups of tea at Rowbury 
Farm but take own food. 
No charge but please give 
numbers to Newbury 
Show Office 01635 
247111 who will also pro- 
vide a map. 



I Jazz, blues arfa gospel weekend 

O 1 

1 The Railway Inn Marquee, Culham 


Fri 14 - Sun 16 May 


Lillian Boutte and her Music Friends 

1 

Fri 14: tickets £3.50. 8.30-11. 30pm Jam session and Big 
Band ‘Cutting Edge’. Sat 15: tickets £10. 3-12pm Lillian 
Boutte and Thomas L’Etienne Ensemble; Uralsky All 
Stars Band (Russian); Riche Milton and the Lowdowns 
(Blues and Soul) + more. Barbeque and pig roast. Sun 16: 
Song book and ticket £5. Lillian Boutte Gospel 
Celebration. Rehearsals 4-5.30pm; choirs and public 

® 1 

singing 6.30-8pm. Tickets from Richard Speed 01367 710 
593 or Modern Music Shop, Abingdon or Allegro, 
Marston Rd, Oxford. 


Reshaping the Church for the 21st 
Century: study day at the Oxford 
Centre for Mission Studies 

Saturday 12 June 10.30am-4pm. Cost £5. Lunch 
£3. Speakers: Canon Dr Vinay Samuel, 

Executive Director OCMS: Reinventing the glob- 
al church for the 21st century; Revd Geoff 
Maughan, Directory of Ministry, Wycliffe Hall, 
Oxford: reinventing the local congregation for 
the 21st century; Dr Derek Tidball, Principal, 
London Bible College: how integral to the 
British church is global Christianity? (reflec- 
tions from the International Meeting of the 
Lausanne Committee, Atlanta). Details: OCMS, 
SS Philip 8r James Church, Woodstock Rd, 
Oxford. Tel: 01865 556071. 


A Musical Delight 



When soprano singer Elaine Huckle 
was being treated for breast cancer 
she promised her doctors she would 
give a series of concerts in aid of 
Breakthrough (cancer research) 
when she recovered. Her next con- 
cert is at 7.30pm on Saturday 15 
May at St Mary’s Church, Church 
Street, Slough with Malcolm 
Stowell, organ and Adam Murdin, 
piano. The programme includes 
songs by Strauss and Purcell. Tickets 
£5 (cone £3) from Lorna Morrell, 
Kingsway URC, Slough or on the 


Contact the Elderly 

An organisation which aims to relieve 
acute loneliness and isolation among the 
elderly. In this Diocese more volunteers 
are needed to provide tea and to drive 
elderly members to their hosts’ homes. 
Hosts would only need to open their 
homes to members once a year. Drivers 
would be required to spend four to five 
hours per month collecting folk and tak- 
ing them home again. 

To find out more contact Jenny 
Gregorian on Freephone 0800 716543. 


How to help Kosovo refugees 

Tearfund says ‘Don’t send blankets. 
The best way to help is to pray and 
give through Tearfund (0845 844 
0181) or other members of the 
Disasters Emergency Committee 
(0870 60 60 900)’. To contribute to 
the work of Children’s Aid Direct 
(see page 2) their Immediate Action 
Line is 08701 20 30 40. 


Development and Training in the 
Diocese of Oxford 

The Story of the Church: five sessions from 
May 8 at New Marston Pastoral Centre. £25. 
Prayer and Art Workshop: May 8 at 
Diocesan Church House. 10am-4pm. £5. 
Exploring the Old Testament: seven ses- 
sions from June 7 at Church House 7.30- 
9.30pm. £25. 

Details from Jeni Hobbs 01865 208200 


Oxford Brookes University 

Chaplaincy Lecture 
Dr John Lennox of Whitefield 
Institute and Green College, Oxford 
Has Science Buried God? 
Monday 10 May 5.30pm 
Lloyd Lecture Theatre, Gipsy Lane 
Campus, Headington 


Christianity in Education 

Saturday 22 May 
Kingham Hill School 
Speakers Ann Holt, Mark Rudall, 
Jonathan Cox and Stephen Hayes. 
Details Richard Young, Director of 
Admissions, Kingham Hill School, 
Kingham, Chipping Norton, OX7 
6TH. Tel: 01608 658999. 


One Week Shop 

Sutton Courtenay 

Shop open in Bradstocks Way, Sutton 
Courtenay for one week only from 
May 10 to receive and sell nearly new 
goods. Profits to Christian Aid. 

Details Denise McKenzie 01235 847489 
or Rita Atkinson 01235 848694. 


Berkshire Vocations Advisers 

Do you feel that God may be calling you? 
The Vocations Fellowship is set up by a 
small working party, including the 
Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd Dominic 
Walker, to promote and encourage those 
who feel they have a vocation in the 
Church. The Fellowship is also there to 
help those who will not be training for 
ordination to explore other areas of min- 
istry. If you are interested infinding out 
more do talk to your parish priest, look 
out for our posters, or contact the Revd 
Jonathan Sibley, Vocations Adviser and 
Fellowship Secretary on 0118 983 2328. 

Fellowship meetings 

All at Greyfrairs Church Centre, Reading 
Sat 8 May 9.30am-12.30pm: ABM - how it 
works. Mon 5 July 8pm: Healing and 
Wholeness. Thurs 16 Sept 8pm: Peace and 
Restorative Justice. Mon 15 Nov 8pm: 
Accredited Lay Ministry. 


Christian Resources Exhibition 
18-21 May I0am-5pm, Sandown Park, Esher 

Millennium ideas for your church. 345 exhibitors. Commiinications. 
Holidays and Pilgrimages. Finance and Administration. Seminars by Rt 
Revd Michael Nazir-Ali, Steve Chalke and Rt Revd Mike Hill. Concerts by 
Garth Hewitt and Sal Solo. Premier Christian Radio broadcasts live. 
Tickets £4.50 (advance) cone £3.50. Four-day ticket £7. 10% discount for 
three or more tickets.Free parking. From Show Data Systems, ACAS 
House, 13a Couching Street, Watlington OX9 5QF. Tel: 01844 342894. 






Celebration. Rehearsals 4-b.Jupm; cnoirs ana puonc 
singing 6.30-8pm. Tickets from Richard Speed 01367 710 
593 or Modern Music Shop, Abingdon or Allegro, 
Marston Rd, Oxford. 
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tions from the International Meeting of the 
Lausanne Committee, Atlanta). Details: OCMS, 
SS Philip & James Church, Woodstock Rd, 
Oxford. Tel: 01865 556071. 


Jiuwcu, Uigdii diiu nuaiu muiuin, 

piano. The programme includes 
songs by Strauss and Purcell. Tickets 
£5 (cone £3) from Lorna Morrell, 
Kingsway URC, Slough or on the 


three or more tickets.Free parking. From Show Data Systems, ACAS 
House, 13a Couching Street, Watlington 0X9 5QF. Tel: 01844 342894. 


What’s On is a free service for our readers. If you would like your event included in the next The DoorPost, send details in writing to the address below before the deadline May 18, 1999 
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Services at Christ Church 
Cathedral 


Sunday Services: 8am Holy Communion, 10am 
Matins and Sermon, 11.15am Sung Eucharist, 
6pm Evensong. 


Weekdays: 7.15am Matins, 7.35am Holy 
Communion, 6pm Evensong (Thursdays or 
Major Feast Days 5.35pm Said Evensong and 
6pm Sung Eucharist). 


Wed 5 and 19 READING Choral 
Evensong.Cathedral-style Prayer Itook Service 
6.15pm.Sung by Reading Minster Midweek Choir 
at the Minster Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

Wed 5 CHESHAM Lunches in aid of Christian 
Aid 12-2pm St John’s Church, Bellingdon. 

Thu 6 READING Churchpeople’s luncheon club St 
Laurence’s Hall, Abbey Square. l-2pm. £1.50. 
Speaker: John Brearly: Hogarth. To book contact 
Philip Wickens, 467 Basingstoke Rd, Reading RG2 
0JG. 

Thu 6 - Sat 8 LONG CRENDON Mystery PLays. 
Tickets in advance only £5.50 (£3.50 children) 
from 79 Chilton Rd, Long Crendon Bucks HP18 
9DA. Tel: 01844 208358. 


APRIL 


Thu 6 OXFORD Lunchtime talk at 12.30pm at St 
Giles Church. Prof Henry Chadwick on St 
Augustine of Hippo. 


Wed 28 MILTON KEYNES Cairn: sung prayers in 
the Celtic tradition. 7.45pm The Guildhall, Christ 
the Cornerstone. Tickets £6/£4 cone from 01908 
200216 or 01908 242190/242187. 

Thu 29 AMERSHAM Fourth Millennium lecture: 
Bishop Rowan Williams on ‘Educating the Spirit - 
has our education system got it wrong?’ Tickets 
£5/£2.50. 8-10pm St Michael’s Church. 

Thu 29 WOODCOTE Concert by Cambiata 8pm at 
St Leonard’s Church. Tickets £6 inc wine from 
01491 681557 or 01491 680779. 


MAY 

Sat 1 GERRARDS CROSS Prom Praise Picnic at 
WEC headquarters, Bulstrode from 3pm with All 
Souls Orchestra. Tickets £9/£ll. 3-5pm 

Exhibitions, view grounds; 6-8. 15pm Prom Praise 
Closing address Jim Graham. Cheques (payable to 
Gold Hill Baptist Church) to Gold Hill Baptist 
Church, Gold Hill Common East, Chalfont St 
Peter, Bucks SL9 9DG. Tel: 01753 887173. 

Sat 1 HAMBLEDEN Concert St Mary the Virgin. 
Orchestra of the Swan: Mozart, Vivaldi, Elgar and 
Grieg. 7.30pm. Tickets £7.50 (Friends £6.50/chil- 
dren £3) from Mrs Allen 01491 574652. 

Sat 1 HOCKLIFFE Practical Stress management w 
Hilary Clark. 10am-4pm at Wellsprings. How 
Christianity and the Church are linked. £30. 
Details Ann Bowes 01525 210711. 

Mon 3 GERRARDS CROSS Open day at WEC 
Headquarters. Speakers 11.30am-3.50pm. Activities 
for children. Details 01753 884631. 

Tue 4 OXFORD Council of Christians and Jews 
Bible study 8pm, 5 Phoebe Court, Bainton Rd. New 
members welcome. Details 01865 553917. 

Tue 4, 11 and 18 COLD ASH Growing Deeper in 
Prayer with course leader, Revd Antonia Cretney. 
7.45-9.45pm at the Church Centre, St Mark’s 
Church. £9. Details Newbury Area Christian 
Training Scheme 01635 869572. 


Fri 7 - Sun 9 TRESKILLING Maranatha Weekend. 
Lanuah Retreat Centre nr St Austell, Cornwall. ‘Unity 
in Christ’. £58 per adult. Details 01726 883610. 

Sat 8 OXFORD St Petersburg Chamber Choir sing 
Rachmaninov’s Vespers in Christ Church Cathedral 
9pm. Tickets £15 (students £7) tel 01865 798600. 

Sat 8 IVINGHOE The Linsdale Singers’ Strawberry 
Concert 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church. Tickets £5 inc 
glass of wine, from Alexandra Wynne 01296 668 336. 

Sat 8 OLNEY Concert at St Peter & St Paul 7.30pm. 
Fiori Musicali play Vivaldi’s Four Seasons. Tickets 
£7 on door. Details Nigel Pond 01234 713308. 
Email: nigelpond@aol.com 

Sat 8 READING Vocations Fellowship meeting 
9.30am-12.30pm Greyfriars Church Centre. 
Details Revd Jonathan Sibley 0118 983 2328. 

Sat 8 GERRARDS CROSS Buckinghamshire 
Churches Together Assembly. Also in Chalfont St 
Peter and Denham. Details Douglas Butterfield 01494 
677221 or Canon Derek Palmer 01295 268201. 

Sat 8 CUDDESDON Ripon College WATCH service 
to celebrate first 5 years of women’s ordination to 
the priesthood. 3pm tea; 4pm outdoor service fol- 
lowed by picnic and BBQ. All welcome. 

Sat 8 READING Blues and Booze with resident 
rockers Can’t Play Won’t Play 7.30pm at St Mark’s 
Hall, Cranbury Rd. Admission by ticket only from 
Paul Alexander 0118 941 5019. 

Sat 8 OXFORD Bede Griffiths and the Christian 
Ashram Movement in India w Shirley du Boulay and 
Fr Michael Barnes SJ. 10.30am^pm, 2 Canterbury 
Rd.£6/£3.No ned to book. Details: St Theosevia Centre 
for Christian Spirituality 01865 310341. 

Mon 10 - Fri 14 CHESHAM Cheese lunches at 
United Reformed Churches, The Broadway 12-2pm 
daily in aid of Christian Aid. Tel 01494 772596. 

Wed 12 OXFORD OXIM Christian Concern in 
Economic Life AGM 8pm at St Clement’s Family 
Centre. Speaker Jo Saunders, Diocesan Social 
Responsibility Officer: Equality at Work. Open 


meeting. All welcome.. 

Thu 13 ENGLEFIELD Service of Praise for 
Ascension Day 7.30pm St Mark’s Church. 

Thu 13 OXFORD Talk at 12.30pm at St Giles 
Church. Dom Basil Matthews on St Anthony of Egypt. 

Fri 14 PLASTOW Quiet Day 10am-4pm at Scarletts 
Cottage. £2. Details Newbury Area Christian 
Training Scheme 0118 971 3667. Take lunch. 

Sat 15 STEWKLEY (nr Leighton Buzzard) Annual 
plant sale and coffee morning at St Michael’s 
Church 10am. In aid of church restoration. 

Sat 15 OXFORD Organ recital by Dr George 
McPhee 7.30pm Christ Church Cathedral. Music 
by Bach, Messiaen and Franck. Tickets £7/students 
£4 on door or at the Oxford Playhouse. 

Sat 15 WEST WYCOMBE Great Missenden 
Orchestral Society concert 7.30pm St Paul’s 
Church, High St. Schubert, Dvorak and Mozart. 
Tickets £5/conc £4/children £l.Tel 01494 531455, 
on the door or at Hilbourne’snewsagent. 

Sat 15 READING The Medici Orchestra perform 
at St Mark’s Church, Cranbury Rd 7.30pm with 
proceeds to Berkshire MacMillan Nurse Appeal. 
Tickets/details from Barrie Newby 0118 958 9272. 

Sat 15 HENLEY Henley Choral Society and 
Leichlingen Kantorei present Haydn The Creation 
7.45pm at St Mary’s Church. Tickets £6 advance/£7 
on door 01491 573907 (evenings) or 0118 9402268. 


Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
with Hedley Feast BBC Thames Valley 
Sundays, 6-9am on 95.2 and I04.IFM 


Sat 15 FARINGDON Thanksgiving Concert for the 
life of Mollie Evans, Chairman of Faringdon 
branch of Save the Children. Marilla String 
Quartet and Mary Harrison. 7.30pm at All Saints. 

Sat 15 GREAT BRICKHILL Carmen to Cats pre- 
sented by Cheryl Hawkins and her students 7pm at St 
Mary’s Church. Tickets £7.50 from 01525 261425. 

Sat 15 CHESHAM Coffee morning for Christian 
Aid 10.30-11.30am St Georges Church. 

Sun 16 READING Youth Mass at St Mark’s 
Church, Cranbury Rd 6.45pm. A service of wor- 
ship with a rock flavour for the young and young- 
at-heart. Details Paul Alexander 0118 941 5019. 

Mon 17 WELL AT WILLEN Martin Conway on 
Desmond Tutu’s contribution to the new South 
Africa. 7.45pm Tickets £5/£2.50Details Barbara 
Albone, Milton Keynes Christian Council, The 
Square, Alyesbury St, Wolverton MK12 5HX. 

Tue 18 OXFORD Council of Christians and Jews 
How Christian is Jewish Music? with Esther 
Schmidt, musicologist. 8pm at the Jewish Centre, 
Richmond Rd. Details Elaine Kaye 01865 553917. 

Tue 18 READING Songs of Praise at St Mark’s 
Church, Cranbury Rd 7.30pm. Details Paul 


Alexander 0118 941 5019. 

Wed 19 THE SPRING Understanding dreams with 
Christian dream counsellor, the Revd Russ Parker 
of the Acorn Christian Healing Trust. 10am-4pm. 
£22. To book contact the Administrator, The 
Spring, The Lodge, Highmoor Hall, Henley-on- 
Thames, RG9 SDH. Tel: 01491 641167. 


What’s On is a free service. We try to fit in 
as many requests as possible but cannot 
guarantee that your entry will be included 


Sat 19 READING Music at St Giles: the Cameo 
Singers in Concert 7.30pm. Tickets £5 (students 
£2) at door. Details 0118 957831. 

Sat 19 SUTTON COURTENAY An introductory 
evening for those thinking of leading intercessory 
prayer. 8pm All Saints Church. Details Abingdon 
Christian Training Scheme 01235 847270. 

Thu 20 OXFORD Talk 12.30pm at St Giles Church. 
Bishop Kallistos Ware: St Basil the Great. 

Fri 21 The SPRING The Bible. Lord Coggan, the 
former Archbishop of Canterbury. 7.30-9.30pm. 
£16. To book tel: 01491 641167. 

Sat 22 AMBROSDEN Julie-Ann Hilton presents 
‘Twelve’ 7.30pm at St Mary’s Church, Church 
Walk, Ambrosden nr Bicester. Tickets £5 (for 2 or 
£3 each) from Ann Chapman, The Vicarage, 
Ambrosden, Bicester OX6 0UJ. Tel 01869 247831. 

Sat 22 HALTON Wendover Choral Society and 
Biggleswade Choral Society perform Haydn’s 
Creation. 7.30pm at St George’s Church, Chestnut 
Avenue, RAF Halton. Tickets £6 or five for £25 
from 01296 696759; or choir members. 

Sat 22 SOUTH ASCOT Garden open 10am-12pm 
at Haining Cottage, Brockenhurst Rd (A330). Fine 
display of azaleas and rhododendrons. Plant sale. 
Admission and coffee £1.50. 

Sat 22 FARINGDON Concert in aid of The 
Children’s Society 7.30pm at All Saints. Songs and 
music by Ray Burley and Fiona Flint. 

Sat 22 MAIDS MORETON Organ recital by Barry 
Williams 7.30pm at St Edmund’s Church. 

Sun 23 OLNEY The Princemere Theatre Troupe 
perform The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe. 
6pm at St Peter & St Paul’s. Tickets on door. 
Details Nigel Pond 01234 713308. 

Sun 23 OXFORD Pentecost 99. Headington’s own 
Songs of Praise: hymns, music, interviews. 3.30pm 
All Saints Church, Lime Walk. Tea afterwards in 
church hall. All welcome. 

Sun 23 WARBOROUGH Join BBC TV’s Songs of 
Praise on the village green 2-5pm. Rehearsals 14, 
19 and 22 May. Details from BBC 0161 244 3274. 

Thu 27 ASTON TIRROLD Keith Green leads a 
meditation at the Centre for Reflection 10am- 
12.30pm. Details Abingdon Christian Training 
Scheme 01235 847270. 


Fri 28 FINGEST (Hambleden Valley near Henley) 
healing service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 10.15am. Details 
01491 638240. 

Sat 29 - Wed 2 June BAMPTON Flower festival at 
St Mary’s 10am-5pm. Refreshments on BH 
Monday, Bampton Morris Day. 

Sun 30 MAIDS MORETON Healing service with 
praise and worship 6pm at St Edmund’s Church. 
All welcome. 

Mon 31 CLIFTON HAMPDEN Manor and gardens 
open 2-5pm in aid of St Michael’s Church. Teas, 
cakes, plants. Admission £2, children free. 

JUNE 

Tue 1 - Sat 5 LONDON Riding Lights Roughshod 
Cockpit Theatre: Balancing Act (about the Jubilee 
2000 campaign) and Losing It at 8pm. Tickets 
£8.50 adults/£6.50 concessions from 0645 613000. 

Sat 5 & Sun 6 LILLINGSTONE LOVELL Open gar- 
dens weekend. Tel: 01280 860449. 

Sat 5- Sun 6 MAPLEDURHAM Stoke Row Steam 
Rally, Details Mark Casson 01491 681483. 

Sat 5 CLIFTON REYNES Street Fair 1.30pm 
Sun 6 CONSERVATION SUNDAY 

NOTICES 

GREAT MISSENDEN SS Peter and Paul Church 
offers cream teas every summer Sunday until 
September 26 from 3-6pm. £2.20 for scone, cake, 
tea or cold drink. Wheelchair access. Details 
Brenda Crocker 01494 863476. 

ORGANIST. Deputy/relief organist available to 
accompany Sunday/weekday services throughout 
the Diocese. 25 years experience. Reasonable 
rates. Based in Wendover. Call Ian McMillan on 
01494 758595. 

HOME COMMUNION Wanted, home commu- 
nion (sick communion) set. Contact the Revd JM 
Collins 01491 682831. 

LITTLE MARLOW St John Baptist Church, nor- 
mally closed outside service times, welcomes visi- 
tors Sunday afternoons 2.30-4.30pm. Until end 
September. 

Is your Church Clock on the Register? 

Make sure your church clock is maintained 
properly by registering it with Project 2000. 
The information will be sent to the 
Antiquarian Horological Society which keeps 
records of all turret clocks in the UK whether 
working or not. The Turret Clock Keeper’s 
Handbook by Chris McKay provides invalu- 
able advice on clock maintenance and care. It 
is available price £2 from the Antiquarian 
Horological Society, New House, High Street, 
Ticehurst, East Sussex TN5 7AL. (Cheques 
payable to AHS Turret Clock Group). 
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PORTUGAL & 
SANTIAGO DE COMPOSTELA 

HISTORY HERITAGE FAITH 
Join 

Revd. Chris Vallins 
23 JUN-01 JUL 1999 
for 

9 Fascinating days £559 
For details of this and many 
other tours contact 
Chris Vallins 01293 824188 
or Nick Oliver 

iZon gwood 

H O L V I J p A V k 

3 Bourne Court, 
Southend Road, Woodford 
Green. IG8 8HD. 


w *W Tel: 0181 5519988 
Fax: 0181 5517891 
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Legal Services 


Accident? Injury? 

No Win No Fee 

You may have a claim for 
compensation 

Freephone 0800 731 8553 


ELLENBOROUGH HALL 
HOLIDAY FLATS 

Klknborough Hall, 18 Elknborough Park North, 
Weston-suptr-Marr, North Somen*t BF23 1XQ 
Tekphone: 01934 629543 

Fully Fitted Holiday 
Flatlets Also B&B 


Sleep up to five. Families especially catered for. 
Family rooms available sleeping five. 

Two minutes Beach/Town Centre. 

From £20 per day, minimum 3 days 
Proprietor Jenny Omie 


/ 


New Goal's Mountain 

Amazing Rare Birds 

Owls, Flamingos, Parrots, Peacocks, 

Pheasants & more 

Massive Adventure Playground 

Beautiful Picnic Areas 

Super New Pets Corner 

Two Huge Splash Pools for Kids 

Excellent Cofeteria 


♦ Living Willow 'Mole's Maze' 

♦ Summer River Boat Cruises 

♦ Farm Animals and Ponies 

♦ Model Boat & Ship Exhibition 

♦ Two Gift Shops 

♦ Gardens, Trails and Walks 

♦ Statues, Ponds and Fountains 

♦ Day Ticket River and take Fishing 

♦ Miniature 'Children’s* Golf 
Beale Park has masses to do for all ages, especially younger children 
Come and enjoy a traditional day out in this unique Thamestde Park, 





Come and enjoy a traditional day out in this unique Thameside Park, 

We are dedicated to the conservation of rare birds and this remarkable site; help us just by visiting! 

There’s a great new Education Office on site tool 1 1 § |jj| | 

199* Prices: £4 for adults, £2*50 far children (under 3s are FREE) and there are many concessions 
(Unemployed, student, family etc) including excellent party rates 

Beale Pork, Lower Basildon, Reading, Berks RGB 9HH 0118 9B45\72 (FAX; 0118 9845171) 

A329 just outside Pangboume, toward Goring and Streatiy 

Beale Park ... "The freedom of the Countryside" 

Hie Child-Beale Trust is a registered charity 
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HEALEY Christian Holiday Centre 

I situated three miles from Masham on edge of 

IYI9UL1£3B Wensleydale, N. Yorks 

Complex consists or: 

THE MILL - Sleeping 26 in dormitory accomodation 
MISTAL - (Bungalow) - self-catenng family accommodation - 
suitable for disabled 

THE BARN - Two-bedroomed residence currently lived in by the owners. 

For sale brochure apply - Howard and Jean Dawson, The Barn, Healey, 
Masham, Ripon, N. Yorks. HG4 4LH. Tel: 01765 689774. 


I Siir \ 


V 


V.'’ 


The North Norfolk coast offers beautiful beaches and countryside 
combined with lots of interesting places to visit Christian Holiday 
and Conference Centre, THE DYKE Sheringham, is situated two 
minutes from sea and shops, has its own car park and putting 
green. All bedrooms have tea/coffee making facilities and some en- 
suite rooms. Home cooking and a warm welcome are assured. 

The house is double glazed and centrally heated and open all year 
with special offers for mid-week or weekend out of season 
breaks.Groups welcome. 

For brochure, contact Alan and Marion Slater, The Dyke, 
5 St Nicholas Place, Sheringham, Norfolk NR26 8LF 
Tel: (01263) 822053 



SHEPHERDS 


DENE 

Shepherds Dene is a 
Diocesan Retreat House and 
Conference Centre in rural 
Tynedale convenient for 
Hexham, Corbridge, 
Durham. Roman Wall 
country, the Borders and ideally situated for study of the northern 
saints. 

It is the perfect venue for parish or group retreats, holidays, 
residential or day meetings and conferences. 

Enquiries to the Warden, Peter Dodgson, Shepherds Dene Retreat House 
and Conference Centre, Riding Mill, Northumberland NE44 6AF 
Tel: 01434 682212 Fax: 01434 682311 
Email: shepherds_dene@newcastle.anglican.org 
A registered Charity no 700258 providing respite and retreat 


Welcome to Baskerville Hall! 



Accommodation 

• 30 en-suite 
bedrooms 

Dormitories available for group 
accommodation 




The Hotel 

Three fully licensed bars 
• Function rooms 
» Heated swimming pool 
• Sauna 

• Public Discotheque 

The Grounds 

Baskerville Hall is situated in expansive 
grounds, featuring: 

• Pitches for exhibitions and marquees 

• Camping facilities fa-. 

• Extensive off-road driving course 

• Free parking for coaches and cars 

Outdoor Pursuits 

We can arrange the following outdoor activities for you and your 
party at Baskerville Hall (subject to season and availability): 

• Grass Karting • Paintballing • Go-karting • 4x4 off-Road 

Driving 

• Pony Trekking • Walking • Climbing/ Abseiling • Kayak and 
Canadian Canoeing • Caving • Clay Pigeon Shooting • Golf • 

Team Challenge Days • Gorge Walks • Mountain Bikes 
... and many more ... 

Bespoke Packages 

Let us know your interests and we will compile 
a package suited to your needs, whether it be a 
Corporate launch , staff training, team building 
courses or a private party for your friends. 
For informal chat, call us on 01497 820033 
to see what we can do for you. 

Please note all bookings must be made in 
advance. 

A Selection of our Clients 

• Camel Trophy • Welsh Hills Rally Championship • RAC • University of the West of 
England • ITV Productions • Young Farmers Clubs • Hay Festival Theatre • Coach Tours 

• Wedding Fashion Shows • Griffin Motorsport • Scouts • BBC • BMW • SWALEC 

• Caravan Clubs. 

Baskerville Hall Hotel, Hay-on-Wye, Powys, Wales HR3 5LE 
Telephone: 01497 820033 Facsimile 01497 820596 
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Christian home would 
welcome enquiries from 
caravan and camping 
families who wish to come 
to South-East Cornwall for 
the eclipse on 11 August. 
Our field has a wonderful 
view and we are within 1/2 a 
mile of Callington, 
playground nearby and well- 
behaved pets welcome. 
Telephone 01579 382202 


EAST PRESTON 

west Sussex 

Comfortable Holiday Home. 
3 bedrooms, sleeps 4. 

5 min. walk from sea. 
PLEASE no Pets and 
Non Smokers. 
£295-£325 a week 

Tel: 01235 868248. 



BOURNEMOUTH 
RETREAT CENTRE 
FOR SPIRITUALITY 

Explore your spirituality in 
residential workshops, seminars 
and correspondence courses. 
Discover your personal power 
and the shared purpose for 
being alive within a spiritual 
context. 

Learn to heal your life spiritually, 
emotionally and physically. 
For details please telephone 

01202 396189 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE 

Quiet, secluded 
Georgian Cottage, 
sleeps up to five, 
south facing 
Victorian garden, 
close to church, 
restaurants and 
Cotswolds. 

Tel: Diana Lock 

01367 252 794 


North Yorkshire 
Ryedale 

Beautiful ground floor 
bam conversion. Lovely 
village setting. Equipped 
and furnished to high 
standard. Ideal for moors, 
coast. York. 

Sleeps 4. 

Tel: 01653 628277 


ECLIPSE 1999 

"ONCE IN A LIFETIME" 

Farm campsite in line of totality. 

Provisions, food, small children's play area and pets corner. 
Entertainment on Eclipse night. Situated near Truro we are easy 
to reach, you are welcome to roam on our 150 acre farm, and 
there is lots to do nearby! 

Friendly family-run site, we are very flexible about dates of your 
holiday. Everyone welcome! 

Our prices are very reasonable and are as follows: 

£100 for Eclipse week. £50 other weeks 
Caravans £120 for Eclipse week. £50 other weeks 
Caravans £120 for Eclipse week. £60 other weeks 
For short or long stays call Jane and Brian Matthews 

Tel. 01872 560067 

Email: crosslanes@cornwall.net 



HOLIDAY TIME? 
LEARN to SAIL or 
SIMPLY RELAX 

RYA RECOGNISED 
SAILING SCHOOL 
ALL AGES - ALL ABILITIES 

WILDLIFE STUDY DAYS 
& OTHER ACTIVITIES 


Esld 1963 

on the ISLE of WIGHT 

ALL YEAR ROUND 
TUTORED HELD WORK 
COURSES FOR SCHOOLS 
KS2 to A LEVEL 
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES 
BIOLOGY - GEOGRAPHY 
GEOLOGY 


GUEST SPEAKERS 
OPTIONAL DEVOTIONAL 
SESSIONS 

CHURCH & YOUTH GROUP 
RETREATS 

FAMILY & GROUP 
DISCOUNTS 


Phone:01983-522195 - Fax: 01983-825962 
E-mail info@medinavalleycentre.org.uk 
Web: www.medinavalleycentre org.uk 


Vender NEW 
Jp ownershin 
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Ml LAN IIC RC 


Ml LAN lie" ROAD. 

Weston-supe r- M are 
n. Somerset BS23 2DL 
Now under new ownership. 

the Highbury is a fully 
licensed hotel. 

The management and staff 
are looking forward to 
welcoming friends old and 
new to the hotel this year 
and for many years to 
come. 

Everyone welcome. 
Many special offers and 
discounts are available on 
our winter and summer 
packages. 

Don’t forget, we still 
specialise in conference and 
functions, so ring for details 
and a copy of our new 
brochure. 

01934 621 585 


WILD EXPLORER 


OTTERS - SEALS 

- WHALES 

- PUFFINS 

- EAGLES 

All this and more and all set 
in the wonderful scenery of 
the Scottish Hebridean 
islands. Profits from YOUR 
holiday will go into active 
wildlife conservation 
For further information 

on holidays and 
volunteer project contact: 
Wild Explorer Holidays 
Skye Environmental Centre 
Broadford, 

Isle of Skye 1V49 9AQ 
Tel/Fax: 01471 822 487 
E-mail: insf@otter.org 
or check our web page: 
http//www.otter.org 


(CPfEjnt) 

Guest House J 
e ' rp good things**^ 

Sited on the unspoilt coast of 
North Cornwall with easy 
access to surfing, bathing, 
walking, golf, pony trekking, 
fishing. 

* Creative home cooking 

* Personal attention 

* Guest speakers 

* Coring fellowship 

* Restful holiday 

EARLY SEASON SPECIAL 
£99 pw h/board 

George and Barbara Oxley 
welcome folk who seek a 
holiday with warm fellowship 
and spiritual refreshment 
Brochure on request 
1 1 THE TERRACE. PORT ISAAC 
PL29 3SG 

» 01208 880267 


ORGANISING A 
FUND RAISER? 


Keep your English 
Heritage alive with a 

SSS& 

Prices start at £150 
Phone Ellen at 

THE BARN DANCE 
AGENCY 
0181657 2813 


WE COVER THE COUNTRY 


Unsecured Loans 

Fast No Fuss - Any Purpose 

£500 - £15,000 

Adverse credit? need a 
mortgage/remortgage? 
CCJs/Arrears? Car Finance? 
No income proof? 
Home/Car insurance? 
Defaults? 

Refused elsewhere? 

Call the adverse credit specialists 
No problem. No credit checks 
No employer contact. No refusals 

Eclipse Financial Services 
Freephone 0800 9178239 

Tel: 01205 357977 Fax 01205 346979 

Written quotes on request. Your home is at risk if you do not keep up 
repayments on a mortgage or other loans secured on it. 


VB 

FENCING SPECIALIST 

All types of fencing and 
gates supplied and erected. 
Repairs also undertaken 


Tel: 01295 264573 
Mobile: 0441 092495 


CONSERVATORIES 

You can save 
thousands 

You buy it 
We can build it 

Tel: 01865 
770591 

EAGLE GENERAL BUILDERS 



St. Mary the Virgin 
Purley on Thames 

We are looking for a flexible 

DIRECTOR 
of MUSIC 

Must be comfortable with traditional and 
contemporary styles. 

Job description and further details 

Tel: 0118 941 7727 






